	Finding the Hero in Your Husband
	Wk8



REVIEW FROM WEEK 1:   WISDOM is what we need to use our influence for the good of our husbands and our families.  
Proverbs 14:1 “The wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one tears it down.”  
1. Wise/Foolish: Which woman am I?

· To be Wise=skilled, shrewd, craftsman; has the fear of the Lord and understanding that leads to effective action; having the ability to judge/discern what it true, right, prudent, informed

· Opposite of wise if Foolish= misguided; lacking sense; lacking forethought; unwise

2. Build/Tear down:  Only 2 options.  I am either building or tearing down.  There is no stagnant…if nothing is done, breaking down Is the natural consequence (2nd law of thermodynamics)

· Hands speak to what you do—one woman builds with her hands and the other woman tears down

· Hands create or destroy

· Hands embrace or push away

· Hands let go or hold down (pull close)

· Hands build or tear down

· Hands discipline or love

· Hands comfort or shove
· To build=to make; to establish; fortify

· To tear down=destroy; pull down; break down

3. House refers to life/family/home/household affairs
Proverbs 24:3-4 “By wisdom a house is built and through understanding it is established; through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.”  
Wisdom is from God.  His Word, His Spirit, His counsel gives you wisdom to make the right choice in every stage of life, so you can make the most of your days; living with few regrets; to make the most of your life.  
1) PURSUE WISDOM:  

· Prov.2:1-6 “My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.  For the Lord gives wisdom and from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.”
2) LISTEN TO WISDOM:  

· Prov.8:1-3 “Does not wisdom call out?  Does not understanding raise her voice?  On the heights along the way, where the paths meet, she takes her stand; beside the gates leading into the city; at the entrances, she cries aloud.”
· Ears to hear what the Spirit is saying

3) FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM:  
· Prov. 9:10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”
· Prov. 31:30 “Charm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.”
4) BE TEACHABLE:  

· Opened to the Holy Spirit; ears to hear and a heart to obey; In order to turn toward wisdom, you must turn from folly (“wisdom of the world”)
· James 3:13-17 “Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him show it be his good life by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.  But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth.  Such wisdom does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.  BUT the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.”  
	Godly Wisdom:
	Man’s “Wisdom”:


	Full of mercy
	Selfish

	There’s more to marriage than romance
	Romantic expectations that are unrealistic

	Focused on the other person
	Focused on “me”

	Commitment/Covenant based; marriage takes hard work
	“Feelings” based; marriage should be easy

	Teachable heart  to receive instruction; listens to godly counsel
	Listens to worldly counsel; wanting its own way

	Investment brings reward; building up
	If marriage isn’t working, look elsewhere for fulfillment; tearing down

	Considerate/sincere toward the other person
	Concerned about “my” desires/wants/hopes/dreams

	Peace-loving
	Peace-loving as long as it is working for my benefit


Proverbs 31:10 “A wife of noble character (“an excellent wife”~ NASB or “a capable, intelligent and virtuous woman”~ Amplified) who can find?  She is worth far more than rubies.  Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value.  She brings him good, not harm all the days of her life.”
***The Hebrew word for excellent or virtuous is “chayill” and is sometimes interpreted as “virtuous, boldly courageous, powerful, mighty warrior”.  We may never know the times that the enemy’s plans for our husbands has been thwarted by a wife’s prayers.  ***
Praying for your husband:

1) That he will submit to Christ daily; seeking God’s heart

(Romans 12:1-2; Proverbs 3:5)

2) That he will know Christ as His Savior; to hunger and thirst after righteousness

(Psalm 42:1-2; Psalm 63:1; Matthew 5:6)
3) That he will be a man of prayer

(Colossians 4:2; James 5:16)

4) That he will seek wisdom from God

(James 1:5; James 3:17; Psalm 51:6)

5) That he will love his wife

(Ephesians 5:28; I Peter 3:7; Proverbs 5:18)

6) That he will be the leader of his home

(I Peter 5:2-2-3; Psalm 112:1-2; Joshua 24:15)

7) That he will be a great father, instructing and teaching his children

(Proverbs 1:8-9; Deut. 6:5-9; I Thessalonians 2:11-12)

8) That he will have integrity in his workplace

(Colossians 4:5; I Thessalonians 4:11-12)

9) That he will seek oneness in marriage
(Genesis 2:20-24; Song of Solomon 2:6,10-13,16)

10) That he will be protected from the evil one

(John 17:5; Psalm 34:7; Psalm 91)
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