	Finding the Hero in Your Husband
	Wk.3



Submission:  A four-letter word?
Intro:  Video interview of Greg & me
· Questions:  

1. What does it mean to be a “husband”?

2. Describe the influence your wife has to influence you to become the man you’re destined to be?

3. How can your wife’s influence be hurtful to your marriage?

Central Theme of the Study:  “A woman never marries the man of her dreams.  She helps the man she marries to become the man of his dreams.”  (p.9)

I. Submission ~ Greek word “hupotasso” which means “a voluntary attitude of giving in and cooperating”.  When a wife submits, she places herself under the authority of her husband.  Submission calls for a woman to use her influence in a way that will not challenge, dominate or undermine her husband’s authority, but which instead will support it.
A.  Spirit of Submission is the word “empower”.  A woman empowers her husband when she uses her strength and influence to help him to become a stronger, more confident and godly man.

1. She shares her ideas, opinions, feelings in a way that builds his confidence 

2. She does not expose his weaknesses or inadequacies

3. She convinces him that she believes in him and that he “has what it takes”

4. Even in submission, a wife has great influence over her husband

B. Practical ways it plays out in real life

1. He has veto power  and he has the final word

2. Never expose his vulnerability/weakness/failures

3. Always use the language of oneness (believing that we are in this together)

C. What does this look like when your husband doesn’t “deserve” to be submitted to

1. Sharing from my experience:  I Peter 3:1-4 “Wives, in the same way to submissive to your husbands, so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.  Instead it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, of which is of great worth in God’s sight.” 
a. Don’t be your husband’s “Holy Spirit” 

b. Live submitted to his leadership and authority; in purity and reverence~ they will take notice, because it is completely opposite of the culture in which we live

c. No expectations from your husband
d. Unfading beauty= spend time on that which is happening on the inside of you; that which is hidden from the physical eyes.  Principle: Whatever is on the inside will be produced outside.  Unfading=will not decay; will not show effects of age
e. Gentle & Quiet spirit=Gentleness or meekness means strength under control; it is the attitude of one who is friendly, warm, patient, and kind.  Quiet spirit is one who knows how to calm herself; is not ruffled by outside circumstances; does not “react” to people or situations; maintaining a peace no matter what is going on around her
f. God highly values a woman who is this kind of strong, stead force in the home!
II. When is it appropriate for a woman not to submit to her husband?  Here are several principles to follow:
A.  A wife should NOT behave in a sinful manner, even if her husband tells her to

1. Examples:  watching pornographic material, immoral behaviors
2. God holds women responsible for their choice~ to participate in sinful behavior (Acts 5:  Ananias & Sapphira)
B. A wife should protect the dignity of all in her household
1. John 8 (woman caught in adultery & Jesus silences her accusers)
2. When a man abuses his position or power and authority to communicate such destructive messages, his wife must step in to protect and reaffirm the dignity of those in her home.
C. A wife should not enable her husband to live in sin
1. We cannot control the behavior of our husbands, but we have a role in how we respond to his behavior; our job is not to change him (be his Holy Spirit), but we may need to set boundaries 
2. Do not nag/use “Christian” words to try to “reform” your spouse
3. PRAY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4. We are to empower, not to enable (make excuses)
Conclusion:  Eph. 5:22 “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.”
                     Col. 3:18 “Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.”
                     I Peter 3:1 “Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands…”
We are called to submit, that is our role that we play.  It does NOT mean that we are “less than”, for we know the influence we have is tremendous in our husbands’ lives.  However, we are NOT to step into his role~ that is between him & God.  And we will be held accountable for the role that we were cast.  I will stand before God & give an account of how I loved my husband and submitted to his leadership and authority and how I empowered him to grow into a godly man, who “has what it takes”.  
Schedule of the morning:

9:30~9:40:  WELCOME /NAMETAGS/REGISTRATION

9:45-10:15:  TEACHING TIME “Submission:  A Four-Letter Word?”
10:15-10:45:  DISCUSSION TIME: 

· Respond to the teaching/reading/”What do you think” (p. 287)

· Page 288 “Digging for Wisdom” section ~ in groups

10:45-11:00:  PRAYER TIME:  in group

· “Making It Real” (p. 288)

· Prayer~ get in groups that correspond to your number (1,2,3,4,5) & pray together in those groups~ 1) God to change any paradigm that needs to be shifted towards “submission”, 2) spirit of submission to be imparted
Next Week (6/23):  NO CLASS

Homework for 6/29:  Chapter 5  (skipping chapter 4, however you may want to read it for more clarity on submission)

