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Introduction to the 7 letters and the letter to the church in Ephesus

I. John on the island of Patmos:  
A. John suffered in exile on the island of Patmos (which means “my killing”); it is a rugged and bare island in the Aegean Sea off the coast of modern day Turkey; probably around 95AD in Domitian’s persecution of the Christians.  

1. An island where prisoners were sent to do hard labor; so at John’s old age, he would have been slaving on this island from dawn to dusk

II. Common Elements in the Letters to the 7 churches in Revelation 2 & 3:
A. Greeting:  “To the angel of the church…” ~ this is the common greeting in each letter
1. Refers to the leader over each congregation; the word angel is “angelos” in Greek.  In the NT, the word refers to an angelic or human messenger.  It was translated messenger when referring to John the Baptist.

2. The messenger was responsible to guard the message by…

· Proclaiming it publicly, consistently, boldly and tenderly 

· Not losing it through compromise or fear or neglect

· Leaders must not draw back when others become angry at Jesus’ message in Revelation 2-3.  

3. People will follow whatever message is publicly and consistently proclaimed with boldness.

B. Body of the letters:  A-R-E-P-R 
1. Affirmation for faithfulness:  Jesus affirmed all but 2 churches (Sardis/Laodicea received no affirmation)

2. Rebuke for compromise:  Jesus corrected all but 2 churches (Smyrna/Philadelphia received no rebuke)

· rebuke for:  compromise, passivity, immorality, idolatry

3. Exhortation to respond:  Jesus told them how to respond; what they must do

· Warnings that Jesus gave to the churches

4. Promise for overcoming:  22 specific rewards that Jesus shares with the churches as incentive for faithfulness to Him
5. Revelation of Jesus:  Jesus reveals specific aspects of His Majesty (referring to Revelation 1) that were most needed in the specific situation of each church.  

C. Closing: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”—this is the common closing of each letter:

1. This signaled that the truth being proclaimed was very important to Jesus

2. Jesus calls us to listen to the Holy Spirit—there is more than what is obvious; He is calling us to pursue the deeper truth before us

3. It takes the supernatural help of the Holy Spirit to understand, so when we read these letters, we need to pray, “Lord, show me more.”

4. There is an individual and a corporate response…Jesus begins by saying “he who has an ear”, then ends by “says to the churches”…

5. “Ears to hear” is written 16x in NT (8x in Gospels and 8x in Revelation)

D. The 7 churches were located on a major Roman postal route and are listed in the order in which a messenger would reach the 7 towns, making a semi-circular sweep from Ephesus (Rev. 1:11); see map on page 5
III. To the Church in Ephesus:  Revelation 2:1-7
A. City of Ephesus: One of the most influential cities in the eastern part of Roman empire; modern day Turkey; population 250,000 at the time John wrote this letter to the church in Ephesus

1. Primary pagan religion was worship of Artemis (Diana~ Romans called her)

· Goddess of fertility; temple prostitution; Acts 19:21-41 explains the major industry of the region was manufacturing images of this goddess

· Temple of Artemis is one of the wonders of the ancient world

2. Culture in Ephesus was one of immorality

B. Affirmation for faithfulness:  The Ephesians seem to have everything right; they were doing all the right things, but the heart was the issue; what was their motivation?  
1. They persevered, endured hardships 

2. hard-workers, they had not grown weary

3. they didn’t tolerate wicked men/tested those who claimed to be apostles, they were intolerant of the practices of the Nicolations  
a. Acts 20:29-31 Paul warned that false teachers would come and try to draw people away

C. Rebuke for…. Compromise, passivity, immorality or idolatry (these are the 4 areas of rebuke):

1. Forsaken their 1st love

2. Remember the height from which you have fallen

· Ephesians 1:15 tells us that the Ephesians were a people who loved God and had love for others

· Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians is found in Eph. 3:14-21 

D. Exhortation to respond: With a warning that if they do not repent, their lampstand will be removed
1. Remember the height from which you have fallen

· The Ephesian church had been elevated to high places in the Spirit; delighting in God; mountaintop experiences with God; encounters with Him

· The “highlands” of spiritual promotion are steep…the high places in God are not rounded hills, but are marked by sheer cliffs/steep embankments….

· The high places of God are hazardous; if you take a fall on the low place, you might get a cut/bruises, but you can get yourself up and move on…

· If you take a fall from the high places in God, it can mean your destruction.  Some of the hazards at this level:  religious spirit; pride; independent spirit; feeling indispensable; judgmental

· When you are granted higher revelation, properly steward the influence you have; the Ephesians did not remember the high places God had taken them to

2. Repent 
· Repent=change direction

· Pride had filled their hearts, so they needed to repent of the idolatry of self and position themselves in humility
· The culture of this city was idol worship, and the culture of the “world” had influenced this church 

3. Return~ do the things you did at first

· Ephesians 3:14-21  

· Revelation of God revolutionizes our priorities in the Kingdom; we are changed from a “worker who loves” to a “lover who works”; as the Holy Spirit reveals Himself to 
us, we grow out of the ‘servant model’ into the ‘bridal paradigm’ model.  As the Bridegroom, Jesus, awakens us to our identity first as lovers of God;  this flame will ignite us to work with no burnout and without wrong motivation
· 1st John is written after John comes back to Ephesus, after his exile on Patmos and the theme is:  LOVE!!!

E. Promise for overcomers: (There are 20 rewards spoken in Revelation 2 & 3) 

1. Overcome = “huper niko” which means to subdue; dominate; conquer; it portrays an athlete who’s gained the mastery of competition

2. Our rewards are connected to our obedience, because our obedience is connected to our love (2 John 6 says, “And this is love; that we walk in obedience to his commands.  As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love.”)
3. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.  
F. Revelation of Jesus:  
1. Jesus reveals Himself as one who is walking among the churches and He is holding the leaders in His hand
2. Jesus came to encourage, strengthen and exhort to obey; Jesus told John to write about specific people, places and events; He cares  for these churches just as He cares for ours
3. The church is to be a light-bearer to the world
G. Overall message to this church is:  A call to return to their first love.
1. What truth does God want me to see?
2. Are you visiting this church at this time? 
Map of the 7 cities in Asia Minor:
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