	Turn the World Upside Down (part 1)
	Acts 1-12

	The Acts of the Apostles speak of life and action.  In this book, we see the Holy Spirit at work, forming the church, empowering the church, and expanding her reach.  It is the magnificent record of the Holy Spirit equipping the most unlikely persons, using unconventional methods and achieving miraculous results.  J.B. Phillips has pointed out that in no comparable period of human history has “any small body of ordinary people so moved the world that their enemies could say, with tears of rage in their eyes, that these men ‘have turned the world upside down’.”
	The Unstoppable Gospel


Background of the book of Acts:
Acts is a bridge between the life of Christ (on earth) and the Christ-life taught in the Epistles, but it is also a link between Judaism and Christianity; between Old Covenant law and New Covenant grace.  In the book of Acts we see the gradual widening from a small Jewish movement centered in Jerusalem to a worldwide faith that has embraced the Gentile nations.  
Acts covers a period of about thirty-three years.  In the first twelve chapters, the Apostle Peter occupies a key role as he preaches to the nation of Israel.  From chapter 13 on, the Apostle Paul comes to the forefront as the zealous, inspired, and tireless apostle to the Gentiles. 

Date of writing:  
The date for the writing of Acts is connected to the date of the writing of Luke.  Both books have the same author; it is a 2-volume work.  These books were written in the early 60s AD (Paul has spent two years in a Roman prison and at the conclusion of Acts, he is still awaiting trial.  The Emperor Nero had not yet turned against the Christians as he did in AD 64.)
Author: 
Luke, a close friend and traveling companion of Paul.  Luke was probably a Gentile.  And Paul’s reference in Colossians 4:14 indicates that Luke was a physician.  Many scholars believe Luke wrote his gospel and Acts in Rome with Paul during Paul’s first Roman imprisonment.
Audience:

Luke intended his works for the Christian community (Jews and Gentiles together).

Purpose of writing:

Luke’s account of how the Holy Spirit worked through men and women to proclaim and live out the news of God’s coming for all the peoples of the world.  Acts is an account of the continuation of Jesus’ work through the Holy Spirit at work in the early church.  Luke traces the beginnings in Jerusalem into the very center of power in the empire, the city of Rome.  
I.M.P.A.R.T. {Studying the chapters on your own}

We will be examining one chapter from Acts weekly.  This will be your format for studying the chapter.  A recording sheet is available or you can use a notebook.  We will use this IMPART pattern together the first week.
I=Investigate.  Finding the facts from the Chapter you are studying.  

· Who, what, where, why, when, and how?  

· This is the reporting section; just gathering facts.

M=Meaning.  What is the meaning in the Bible culture?  

· Take a look at the chapter or verses before & after the Scripture text.  Do you find any clues about the culture?  

· You may want to use a Bible Commentary, Bible Handbook or a Life Application or Study Bible for some help in this section.

P=Principle.  Is there a principle or lesson in this text?

· Something I can learn about God’s character?  Something I can learn for my life from the Bible character?

A=Apply.  How can I apply this principle in my life?  
· What is God showing me?  

R=Respond.  Respond to the principle lesson.  
· What is the Lord asking you to do? 
T=Teach.  Is this a lesson you would like to teach to someone?  
· How can you simplify the message and share it with another?  
The Invitation

Journaling Time:
We will begin each class session by focusing on God’s presence.  This 15 minute period of time will provide an atmosphere where we are prepared to receive.  Bring a journal for this time (or if you purchase a class binder, a weekly journal page is provided).
Some helpful tips to hear God’s voice:   

1) We can lose our Charge (hunger, connection upward) if we don’t remember to plug  in and recharge our “God batteries”.  
· In order to re-charge or connect with God, we need to sit and listen for Him to speak!         
2) To recognize God’s voice, we need to know what He is like, so we can trust Him.
· God is kind and good (James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift comes from above).
· God is Love = John 3:16 
· God brings peace
· God is a safe place
· He never says anything against His Word.
· God can speaks to us in unique ways …
· Pictures ~ images in your mind.
· Visions ~ moving images in our mind, like a video
· Colors ~ God used a rainbow as a sign of His promises.
· Bible ~ scripture or verse comes to mind.
· Numbers ~ 3 is Trinity, 5 is grace, etc
· Thoughts ~ God speaks words to our mind.
· Words of Knowledge ~ Information about someone.
· Journaling questions — There will be 2 questions provided that will give us a “vertical connection”.
· Expect Him to speak to you:  Psalm 139:17-18 “How precious to me are your thoughts, God!  How vast is the sum of them.  Were I to count them they would outnumber the grains of sand~ when I awake, I am still with you.”
· Be still (dial down and quiet your heart)

· Unzip your heart so God can speak to your spirit

· Listen; write down what comes to your mind first without fear

· Testimony Time — This will be followed after journaling, so testimonies can be shared of what the Holy Spirit was imparting or what God showed you.
Turn the World Upside-Down:  
Class Syllabus

Session 1:  Acts 1 

Session 2:  Acts 2 (prepare: IMPART)

Session 3:  Acts 3 (prepare:  IMPART)

Session 4:  Acts 4 (prepare:  IMPART)

Session 5:  Acts 5 (prepare:  IMPART)

Session 6:  Acts 6-7 (prepare:  IMPART)

Session 7:  Acts 8 (prepare:  IMPART)

Session 8:  Acts 9 (prepare:  IMPART)

Session 9:  Acts 10 (prepare:  IMPART)

Session 10:  Acts 11 (prepare:  IMPART)

Session 11:  Acts 12 (prepare:  IMPART)

