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Letters to the churches in Thyatira (Rev. 2:18-29) & Sardis (Rev. 3:1-6)

I.  Review of the common elements in the letters to the churches

A. Affirmation for faithfulness:  Jesus affirmed all but 2 churches (Sardis/Laodicea received no affirmation)

B. Rebuke for…:  Jesus corrected all but 2 churches (Smyrna/Philadelphia received no rebuke)

· rebuke for:  compromise, passivity, immorality, idolatry

C. Exhortation to respond:  Jesus told them how to respond; what they must do

· Warnings that Jesus gave to the churches

D. Promise for overcoming:  22 specific rewards that Jesus shares with the churches as incentive for faithfulness to Him

E. Revelation of Jesus:  Jesus reveals specific aspects of His Majesty (referring to Revelation 1) that were most needed in the specific situation of each church.  

II. To the church in Thyatira (Revelation 2:18-29):  A call to overcome by no longer tolerating sin & compromise

A. City of Thyatira~ 

1. 40 miles SE from Pergamum; Busy commercial center; Major road in the Roman Empire

2. Center for making the image of the “all-seeing eye”; little glass images which are still on sale today to tourists

3. Center for the worship of Apollo known as the “son of god” because he was supposedly the son of Zeus

4. A manufacturing city: cloth making, dyeing, leatherwork, bronze work, pottery, tentmakers; In the church at Philippi, which Paul began, there waw a woman named Lydia who was a seller of purple (cloth dyer) from this city
· Everyone who wanted to work in this city in a trade was a member of the trade union

· Difficult to make a living here without being in the union; union meetings were devoted to wicked practices connected to the worship of Greek idols;  immorality & idolatry go hand in hand

· Jezebel (not her name, but called that because of her character) had told them to compromise/give in to the pressures in the world in order to make a living saying that God would understand and overlook this compromise with a pagan world
· “These guilds met frequently, and they met for a common meal.  Such a meal was, at least in part, a religious ceremony.  It would probably meet in a heathen temple, and it would certainly begin with a libation to the gods and the meal itself would largely consist of meat offered to idols.  The official position of the church meant that a Christian could not attend such a meal.”  William Barclay
B. Affirmation for faithfulness:

1. Jesus knows their love and faith; service and perseverance
· Those are related; love leads to service and faith leads to perseverance

· Out of love, you will serve (love is the motivation)
· Out of faith, you will persevere; holding onto the promises of God, knowing that He is in control of all things…it causes one to persevere

2. Jesus sees that they are doing more than they did at first 
· There is growth; this is the only church that Jesus says has an improved spiritual condition
3. Jesus tells them “hold on to what you have until I come”  (these words carry in them a promise that Jesus is coming again; hope released in this statement)
C. Rebuke for: compromise, passivity, immorality or idolatry

1. Tolerating Jezebel (who misleads God’s servants into sexual immorality & idolatry); Jezebel is a ruthless, immoral, seducer of the people; a false prophet
2. Jesus will deal with this spirit & her children (followers)

3. OT Jezebel (wife of King Ahab of Israel; she is the one who made the worship of the god Baal popular in Israel; Baal was a fertility god, and his worship involved immoral practices with temple prostitutes, who were both male & female;  Jezebel spread this degraded worship widely among the 10 tribes of Israel until it became one of the popular “religions” of the day; she herself supported over 800 prophets of Baal, who ate at her table; she was the one who tried to kill Elijah after the famous “showdown on Mt Carmel”; Jezebel’s days ended when she was thrown from her palace window into the courtyard below where dogs came, ate her body & licked up her blood.
· Jezebel’s character:  seeks to destroy true worship, the family, morality, and the God-ordained role of male authority.  It misleads and corrupts the church and seeks to neutralize the life of prophets, pastors, and other male figures. 

· Resists and opposes godly authority

· Desires to control and exercise power over everyone

· Intimidation, manipulation, controlling
· Proud, independent, takes matters into her own hands

D. Exhortation to respond:  

1.  Do not HOLD to Jezebel’s teachings (“Kratos” meaning to use strength to seize or retrain; to hold; lay hold of; keep; taking control; embrace something tightly
2. STOP tolerating Jezebel’s ways

· Spirit of Jezebel is defeated by the name and nature of Jesus worked in us~ His love, gentleness, meekness, humility and blessing

3. REPENT—change direction; change your way of thinking

E. Promise for overcomers and does my will to the end….:

1. Authority over the nations~ just as Jesus received authority from the Father, Jesus’ future reign on earth will be shared by those who are faithful
2. Jesus will give him the morning star~ morning star appears just before dawn, when the night is darkest (2 Peter 1:19 “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.”
F. Revelation of Jesus:  

1. Eyes are like blazing fire (coming against the false “all seeing eye” images that were made in this city)
· Jesus sees the attitudes & intentions of the heart; nothing is hidden from Him (Hebrews 4:13
· His eyes are all-knowing (omniscient); He has the full Truth about everything all the time; Jesus sees without any distortion
2. Feet like burnished bronze

· To execute judgment; He has given time to REPENT

· He will repay each of us according to our deeds

3. His message is from the True Son of God, who stands against the son of god (Apollo) who was worshipped in this city

G. What truth does God want me to see?  

1. Will I be an influencer or influenced?  
2. How am I tolerating this spirit or am I operating in this spirit?

3. HOLINESS is the standard

4. Jezebel ~ prayer to repent & prayer to forgive (last page of study)

III. To the church in Sardis (Rev. 3:1-6):  A call to overcome spiritual deadness
A.  City of Sardis~  watch Drive Thru History segment on youtube (with Dave Stotts)
1. First area to mint gold & silver coins
2. Famous for arts & crafts
3. Sardis is said to have been the first city in that part of the world that was converted by the preaching of the apostle John; it also may be the first city that revolted from Christianity, and one of the first that was laid in ruins, in which is still lies….without any church or ministry.
B. Affirmation for faithfulness:  

1. NONE~ to the entire church
2. “Yet you have a few people who have not soiled their clothes….”

C. Rebuke for:  (compromise, passivity, immorality, or idolatry)

1. Passivity~ This church had a reputation for being alive, but they are DEAD! 
2. Jesus says that He has seen their deeds and He has not found their deeds complete in God’s sight

3. This church was concerned about outward appearance & we know that Jesus doesn’t care about reputation!

4. God doesn’t look at the outward, He looks at the heart!

D. Exhortation to respond:  
1. WAKE UP!  ~ From 2 Greek words meaning to “chase sleep” ; strengthen what remains and is about to die….resuscitation 

· Remember what you have learned from the teachings of Jesus and the apostles; never allow yourself to forget what you have received and heard; obedience should be the action of what you’ve obtained
2. REPENT!
3. PRAY!

4. OBEY!

E. Promise for overcomers:

1. Will be dressed in white
2. Name will never be blotted out of book of life

3. Jesus will acknowledge His name before the Father and His angels
F. Revelation of Jesus:

1. Jesus hold the 7 Spirits of God and the 7 stars (churches)

2. Jesus knows their deeds

3. Jesus will come like a thief (Judgment)

G. What truth does God want me to see?

1. Never look at the majority as our basis for Truth; there is a remnant
2. Stay awake!

Jezebel spirit is a sin needing repentance:

If you are convicted that you are operating in the Jezebel spirit and want to be rid of it, renounce it, repent of ways you have used it.  Ask God’s forgiveness and that of others, submit to God and resist it.   Receive God’s power to forsake it and move only under the control of His Holy Spirit.

Pray:
Father, I come to you in the name of Jesus.  I confess and renounce as sin everything I have done to manipulate, dominate and control other people.  I repent for operating in the way of Jezebel.  Forgive me.  Jesus died on the cross for this sin and by His blood broke the power of Jezebel in my life.  I receive Your love and obediently submit to You, I resist the devil and I stand against this Jezebel stronghold in me.  By the power of Your Spirit, I receive by faith my freedom in Jesus’ name.  Thank you for Your grace, purity, humility, and holiness of heart to see truth and to respond truly to those You have placed in my life to lead me.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Being Jezebelled is a wound to be healed:

If you recognize that you have been Jezebelled, in prayer forgive the offender, renounce their soulish grip on you, bless them, release yourself to being controlled by Jesus only and His love and grace.
Pray:

Father, in the name of Jesus, forgive me for tolerating the spirit of Jezebel.  I forgive _________ for controlling me by the spiritual stronghold of Jezebel.  I renounce th soulish grip that the Jezebel spirit has had over me in the past by control.  Free me from all soulish ties of control.  I bless this person in Jesus’ name.   Bring me into the freedom and joy of true submission to You alone.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
The Well Ministry:  www.gatheratthewell.com


