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Letters to the churches in Philadelphia & Laodicea

I.  Review of the common elements in the letters to the churches

A. Affirmation for faithfulness:  Jesus affirmed all but 2 churches (Sardis/Laodicea received no affirmation)

B. Rebuke for compromise:  Jesus corrected all but 2 churches (Smyrna/Philadelphia received no rebuke)

· rebuke for:  compromise, passivity, immorality, idolatry

C. Exhortation to respond:  Jesus told them how to respond; what they must do

· Warnings that Jesus gave to the churches

D. Promise for overcoming:  22 specific rewards that Jesus shares with the churches as incentive for faithfulness to Him

E. Revelation of Jesus:  Jesus reveals specific aspects of His Majesty (referring to Revelation 1) that were most needed in the specific situation of each church.  

II. To the church in Philadelphia (Rev. 3:7-13):  A call to remain faithful

A. City of Philadelphia~ 

1. Trade routes going to the East merged in Philadelphia; which made this city an open door for evangelism; we know from history that missionaries went out on the Royal Road that ran through Philadelphia & established churches in Persia, India, and even as far as China
· Roman imperial postal route went through Philadelphia & this city got the name “Gateway to the East”

2. 25 miles SE of Sardis & 75 miles from the Aegean Sea

3. Youngest of the 7 churches; small church
4. Today it is a small village, called “Alesehir” in Turkey

5. Earthquakes devastated this region; near a fault line; after the earthquake in AD17 (which also devastated Sardis), Rome helped to rebuild Philadelphia, renaming the city “Neocaesarea”.  Later the name became Flavia, and then Little Athens because of its many temples and festivals.
· Because of the many quakes in this area, people were afraid to live in the city and moved into the countryside

6. City of agriculture~ mainly vineyards, therefore this city was a center for the worship of Donysus (the god of wine & fertility)

7. Philadelphia means “City of brotherly love”
B. Affirmation for faithfulness:

1. Jesus affirms them for serving Him well ; they have kept the Word of God and not denied His Name; they have kept His command and endured patiently
· “kept” means to keep, guard, obey, observe

C. Rebuke for: compromise, passivity, immorality or idolatry

1. NONE
D. Exhortation to respond:  

1. Jesus exhorts them to continue walking in faithfulness; He has seen the slanderous accusations from the Jews, whom Jesus calls in the “synagogue of Satan”, meaning that these Jews were serving Satan’s purposes not God’s because they hated and persecuted God’s people
· Synagogue was a gathering place for worship, study and activities; the Jews had “closed the doors” to the Jewish Christians

· He will cause them to bow down before the believers in Philadelphia (this was an act of submission in the East)
2. Jesus exhorts them to keep His Word; He will “keep” them (presence in the midst of…) from the hour of trial coming upon the earth
· The verb “to keep from” is the same verb as in  the Lord’s prayer (Deliver us from the evil one)

· John 17:15 “I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe from the evil one”

3. Jesus exhorts them to hold on to what they have; Jesus is coming soon (this would be encouragement for these believers, unlike some of the churches we’ve studied)

· Use what you have, even if it is small

· Jesus saw that their strength was “little”

E. Promise for overcomers:

1. He will be a pillar in the temple of God and never again will he have to leave it
· Pillar speaks to foundation/strength/permanence

· In an area that was ravaged by earthquakes (shaking), there would be a time where the shaking would stop!

· A city often honored a notable citizen by erecting a pillar in a temple with his name inscribed on it….

2. Jesus will write on him the name of God and the name of the city~ the New Jerusalem , and on him Jesus’ new name 
· Indicating identifying with God; spiritual citizenship; character of Jesus written on him

· City had changed its name several times in history, so the people knew what it meant to have a name change

F. Revelation of Jesus:  

1. Jesus holds the key of David (Jesus’ absolute authority & power over all situations)
· This contrasts with their “little strength”

· Jesus would open doors that no man can shut (open door to evangelism for this little church); this is in contrast to the Synagogues doors being  closed

G. What truth does God want me to see?  

1. God is attracted to weakness (when I am weak, then I am strong)
III. To the church in Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22):  A call to overcome lukewarmness
A.  City of Laodicea~ At the end of the route; about 45 miles SE of Philadelphia
1. Materially a wealthy city
2. A profitable business from production of textiles & wool cloth
3. Had an important banking industry
4. Medical school where eye salve was developed & produced
5. Was the end point for several aqueducts 

· City of Hierapolis, 15 miles to the NW, was famous for it hot mineral springs (& still does today) and the city of Colosse, 10 miles to the East, had fresh cold water
· At the end of the aqueducts the water was lukewarm

6. The church lived within the affluent society that rubbed off on the church

7. There is no church there today; by the middle ages this city was gone

B. Affirmation for faithfulness:  

1. NONE
C. Rebuke for:  (compromise, passivity, immorality, or idolatry)

1. Compromise & passivity~ Jesus sees their deeds that are neither hot nor cold (lukewarm) and his response is to spit them out of his mouth
2. They say “I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing” (Spiritual pride) 

3. Jesus says their spiritual condition:  wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, naked
4. Vs. 19 is encouragement in the rebuke:  “Those  I love, I rebuke and discipline”

D. Exhortation to respond:

1. Jesus counsels them in the midst of their spiritual poverty: 
a. Buy gold in the fire (this is the real gold; that which lasts) so you can become rich ~ in the midst of the banking industry, they were poor
b. Get white clothes to cover your shameful nakedness ~ in the midst of the successful textile industry, they were naked
c. Get salve to put on your eyes so you can see ~  in the midst of a medical school where salve was developed, they were blind
2. REPENT of self-sufficiency, compromise, passivity ~  don’t let pride keep you from a relationship with Jesus (vs. 20)
· “Here I am…”  Jesus is not distant.  

· Jesus can’t get into this church

E. Promise for overcomers:

1.  Jesus will give the right to sit with Him upon His throne, just as He overcame and sat with His Father on His throne
· Indicating dependency upon Jesus; can’t be self-sufficient,  even in the end of the age, we will be dependent upon Jesus

F. Revelation of Jesus:

1. Words of the AMEN (means “I agree”)
2. Faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation

· Jesus is faithful and true; the Laodiceans may say that they are “rich”, but Jesus says they are “poor”; His Words are true, so pay attention, because He rules over creation.  He has the last word, the Amen!

G. What truth does God want me to see?

1. God always uses loving discipline to bring His people back to Him.  Are you lukewarm in your devotion to Him?  
a.  Read from Crazy Love by Francis Chan ~ sections on Lukewarm-ness (p. 68-81)
2. Lord, let me not be blinded by affluence

3. I want to know my true spiritual state
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