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Outline
Lesson 8 - Unio Mystica: Am I Alone?
I. Introduction – What is a mystery? (Unio Mystica=Mystical Union)
A. Sphere design - review of the family and church (themes of intimacy, union & oneness)
II. The Mystical Union

A. Between a husband and wife

B. Between Christ and His church

C. Between God and man – the Unio Mystica

1. Colossians 1:27 "Christ in you"

2. John 15:5 "If a man remains in me and I in him"

3. John 14:16-17 "for he lives with you and will be in you"

4. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 "God's Spirit lives in you"

D. Unique and particular social laws and the blurring of spheres
III. Unity - The Body of Christ - Making many One

A. Many members – we form one body with unique gifts and roles

B. The Mystery of Christ – "... for you are all one in Christ Jesus"

C. Jesus' vision for the church

1. John 17: 20-23 " ...that all of them may be one ...so the world may believe that you have sent me ...may they be brought to complete unity ..."

2. Oneness – the many reciprocal or "one-another" commands
· Rom. 15:7~ Accept one another; Rom. 12:10 ~Be devoted to one another; Col. 3:16
~ Teach one another; I Peter 1:22~ Encourage one another; Eph. 5:21~ Submit to one another; Gal. 5:13~ Serve one another; I Thess. 4:18~ Comfort one another; Eph. 4:32~ Forgive one another; Rom. 15:5~ Be of the same mind with one another; John 13:34-35~ Love one another

IV. Hunger for significance (God has given us this appetite of significance and only He can satisfy it)
A. Tassels – Numbers 15 - " ...so you will ...not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes" Also see Deuteronomy 22 and Matthew 23

B. Jesus' teaching - "everything they do is for men to see" - We want to be noticed and gain recognition from others – Matthew 6 "They have received their reward in full" (praise of man)
C. Source of significance drive - from God and should be fulfilled through His covenant relationships; ultimately fulfilled only by Him

D. Post Game Party – Saul's jealousy of David after the victory over Goliath (I Samuel 18:6-10) 
V. Conclusion –   Augustine said,  "God has made us for Himself and our hearts are restless until we find our rest in Him" – Psalm 42:1-2 "My soul thirsts for God, for the living God"; Isaiah 55:1-2
Lesson 8:  Unio Mystica~ Am I Alone?
Study Guide

Before you begin each day of studying, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Day 1:  God’s Blueprint for a Loving Community ~ Ephesians 3:14-21
	I ~ Investigate the facts.  This is finding out the WHO, WHAT and WHERE.  This is the reporting section.
	

	M ~ Meaning.  What is the meaning in the Bible Culture.  Are there any clues about the culture?  


	

	P ~ Principle Learned.  Is there a principle or lesson in this Bible text; something you can learn about God’s character?
	

	A ~ Apply.  How can I apply this principle in my life?  What is God showing me?  


	

	R ~ Respond.  Respond to the Bible lesson.  What is the Lord showing you to do through this lesson?  
	

	T ~ Teach.  How can you share this message with others.
	

	How was God’s Glory unveiled in this passage? What do you see about God’s character?


	


Declaration:  I live in radical obedience and love for Jesus and the purposes of God in my generation.  I draw a line in the sand and take a stand for the Truth of God’s Word.  I will hear what the Spirit is saying to me and will be an unmovable voice to speak clearly in the midst of much worldly confusion.  I make this confession that I am God’s messenger.

Memory Verse for lesson 8:  “A new command I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  John 13:34-35
Day 2:  One on One
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Isaiah 55:1-2.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?  

God has called each of us into an intimate relationship with Him. 

1) In what ways does being saved go beyond escaping the final judgment?  God “saves” for what purpose? 
2) Describe your present relationship with God.  Would you call it intimate?  Distant?  Neither?  How much of your relationship has to do with “hearing God’s voice” and sensing His love and acceptance of you…not just knowing intellectually about Him?
3) What measures can you take to grow closer to the Lord (to “abide” in Him~ John 15)? 
Day 3:  Together with Him
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Romans 15:5-7.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

God has called us to form one body, the church, that is intimately related to Him. 
1)  Why is there no such thing as individual Christianity (lone ranger Christians)?  Have you tried to follow Christ alone?  In what ways do we need others in our endeavor to obey the Lord? 
2) What does God want believers to do for and with one another?  Pick one of the little “letters” of the New Testament (Ephesians, Galations, I Peter, Colossians, etc) and highlight every command God gave to His people in that letter.  Which of them stand out to you?  What is the Holy Spirit speaking to you concerning those highlighted commands? 
Day 4:  Barriers to Intimacy
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Psalm 42:1-2 .  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

We distance ourselves from the Lord and from one another whenever we strive for personal significance instead of finding God’s love sufficient. 
1) What keeps us from deeper intimacy with God?  Scrambling to “make a mark” in life?  Pursuing wealth or success or popularity?  Other distractions or misplaced priorities?  Personally, what keeps you from deeper intimacy with God?  
2) Jesus’ vision for the church:  “…that all of them may be one….so the world may believe that you sent me…may they be brought to complete unity…”  John 17:20-23.  What keeps the church from oneness and unity in Christ, both locally and on a larger scale?  When are doctrinal differences handled wrongly? 

Day 5:  Our DECLARATION 
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read John 15:4-8.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

1) From our Declaration:  “…to speak clearly…” What does it mean to communicate clearly?  Write down everything that comes to your mind:
Is there anything specific or an issue that the Holy Spirit is highlighting to your heart about speaking clearly?  How can you speak clearly on that specific issue or theme?  Is there any preparation or consecration that needs to happen in your heart? 
The Well Ministry:  www.gatherathewell.com


