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Outline
Lesson 7 – Sociology: The Divine Imprint
I. Introduction – The God of Order

A. Psalm 19 – "The heavens declare the glory of God ..."

B. Job 12 – "But ask the animals, and they will teach you ..."

C. Listening to a chicken egg – The exquisite design and intricacy seen in a chicken egg

D. Scriptural emphasis of order – Job 25:2, 1 Corinthians 14:33, James 3:16
II. Social Order – The Divine Imprint

A. "It is not good" – Genesis 2:18 – Why was it "not good" for man to be alone?

B. Triune structure stamped upon Social Order

1. God – Father, Son, Holy Spirit

2. Family – Husband, Wife, Children

3. Church – Christ, Leaders, Flock

4. Our world – Three realms – Physical, Spiritual and Social

C. Relationships, Roles, Authority, Submission and Unity within social spheres
III. Importance of relationships

A. What happened at the fall? – Relationships were severed and damaged – between God & man, man & man, and man & creation

B. Aloneness - "It is not good for man to be alone" – Aloneness is contrary to God's nature; in all eternity, there had never been aloneness before

C. God's design of social institutions and social laws

D. Intimate Three – God's design for unity, intimacy, oneness - Family, Church, God and Man
IV. Family & Church

A. Ephesians 5 – Roles and relationships of members in these spheres – Authority, Submission, Oneness

B. Love and Respect between husband and wife

C. Honor between children and parents, flock and church leaders

D. Divorce – Malachi 2:16 – "I hate divorce ..."

E. Lack of respect – 1 Peter 3:7 – " ... so that nothing will hinder your prayers ..."
V. Conclusion – Pathologies of the Family

Lesson 7:  Sociology~ The Divine Imprint
Study Guide

Before you begin each day of studying, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Day 1:  God’s Blueprint for the Family~ Genesis 2:18-25
	I ~ Investigate the facts.  This is finding out the WHO, WHAT and WHERE.  This is the reporting section.
	

	M ~ Meaning.  What is the meaning in the Bible Culture.  Are there any clues about the culture?  


	

	P ~ Principle Learned.  Is there a principle or lesson in this Bible text; something you can learn about God’s character?
	

	A ~ Apply.  How can I apply this principle in my life?  What is God showing me?  


	

	R ~ Respond.  Respond to the Bible lesson.  What is the Lord showing you to do through this lesson?  
	

	T ~ Teach.  How can you share this message with others.
	

	How was God’s Glory unveiled in this passage? What do you see about God’s character?


	


Declaration:  I live in radical obedience and love for Jesus and the purposes of God in my generation.  I draw a line in the sand and take a stand for the Truth of God’s Word.  I will hear what the Spirit is saying to me and will be an unmovable voice to speak clearly in the midst of much worldly confusion.  I make this confession that I am God’s messenger.

Memory Verse for lesson 7 :  “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral,”  Hebrews 13:
Day 2:  God’s Social Systems
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Job 12:7-8.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?  

Our basic social institutions, including the family and the church, did not just evolve but were created by God. 

1) What evidence can you show to prove this statement true?  (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-24 and Ephesians 5:22-33 and Titus 1:5-6; 2:4-5)
2) How would your life be different if there were no social order~ no family to belong to, no churches, no government, no school or community structures~ but just you, on your own?  

Day 3:  The Stamp of God
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Colossians 3:18-21.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

The family as God designed it reflects his own nature.  The church does so as well.

1)  In what ways do marriage and family mirror the character of God?  Describe what you see happening whenever people try to change the design He intended. 
2) What examples can you think of from movies or tv shows that have changed the design God intended (and actually celebrated the twisting of His imprint)?
Day 4:  Under Attack
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Ephesians 4:14-19 .  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

The world’s hostility toward God lies behind its war against the family and other institutions He created. 
1) Do you believe the family is under attack?  In what ways?  What can happen when one social institution tries to supersede another rather than stay within divinely ordered bounds?  Can you think of any examples?
2) What societal problems can be traced back to the breakdown of God’s social order?  Which of these problems concern you?  What can we do about them? 

Day 5:  Our DECLARATION 
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Ephesians 5:8-16.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

1) From our Declaration:  “…and will be an unmovable voice…” Ask the Lord what He is giving you an “unmovable voice” for?   What does it mean to be unmovable?  (I Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore my brothers, STAND FIRM.  Let nothing move you.  Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”)
· Unborn?  
· Marriage defined between one man and one woman?  
· A voice to speak God’s Truth preparing the way for the Lord?  
· To call out assumptive language?  
· Purity in mind & body (stand against pornography)
· Etc….
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