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Outline
Lesson 6 – History: Whose Story?
I. Introduction – Why is History important?

A. Gazing upon the face of God

1. Isaiah 46 – "Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God ...My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please ...what I have planned, that will I do."

2. Galatians 4:4-5 – "But when the fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son ..."

B. History Quiz – The significance of 911 and 9/11 – What you believe in the present is determined by your past - History, in this context, becomes extremely critical

II. Historical Revisionism – The danger and power of it!

A. Rigoberta Menchu – Professor: "Whether her book is true or not, I don't care" – "what is important is getting students to believe what we want in the present"

B. Revising the Mayflower Compact – God is being left out of contemporary academia

C. Power of Historical Revisionism – "If you rewrite the past, you can make people believe whatever you want in the present"

1. Lies about History are not new

a. In the garden - "Did God really say?"

b. The resurrection – "His disciples stole the body" – Matthew 28:11-15

2. Veracity of Scripture – Dating and number of historical manuscripts

III. God's Mandate to Remember

A. Memorial Stones – Joshua 4:1-7

B. Tassels – Numbers 15:38-39, Deuteronomy 22:12

C. Feasts – Ex. Passover – Exodus 12:24-27, Deuteronomy 4:9, 6:4-12

D. Deuteronomy 8:10-20 – "Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God ..."

IV. Battle over History

A. Nature of the Battle – Ultimately it is against the nature of God – 2 Corinthians 10:3

B. God's Sovereign Rule – His providential plan and sovereign control for mankind

1. Acts 4:27-28 – To do whatever your plan had predestined to take place

2. 1 Kings 22:28-34 – Story of Ahab and the "random arrow"

C. Postmodernism & Cultural rejection of metanarratives – "There is no larger story"

V. The Larger Story

A. Del's Photo Album – Many little stories that weave together the story of life

B. Natural Myopia – Nearsightedness – We lose sight of the larger story of God

C. God's Photo Album – People who were caught up in the grand story of God

D. Pilgrim's Providential View of History – "They cherished a great hope and inward zeal of laying good foundations ...even though they should be but stepping stones to others in the performance of so great a work."

E. A people who are caught up in their own little story will never be willing to lay themselves down as stepping stones for others

Lesson 6:  History~ Whose Story?
Study Guide

Before you begin each day of studying, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Day 1:  Remember (Deuteronomy 6:4-12)
	I ~ Investigate the facts.  This is finding out the WHO, WHAT and WHERE.  This is the reporting section.
	

	M ~ Meaning.  What is the meaning in the Bible Culture.  Are there any clues about the culture?  


	

	P ~ Principle Learned.  Is there a principle or lesson in this Bible text; something you can learn about God’s character?
	

	A ~ Apply.  How can I apply this principle in my life?  What is God showing me?  


	

	R ~ Respond.  Respond to the Bible lesson.  What is the Lord showing you to do through this lesson?  
	

	T ~ Teach.  How can you share this message with others.
	

	How was God’s Glory unveiled in this passage? What do you see about God’s character?

	


Declaration:  I live in radical obedience and love for Jesus and the purposes of God in my generation.  I draw a line in the sand and take a stand for the Truth of God’s Word.  I will hear what the Spirit is saying to me and will be an unmovable voice to speak clearly in the midst of much worldly confusion.  I make this confession that I am God’s messenger.

Memory Verse for lesson 6:  “Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me,” Isaiah 46:9
Day 2:  History Matters
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Psalm 78:1-4.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?  

Knowing what happened in the past helps us understand the present and then act accordingly. 
1) What would you do if you woke up tomorrow morning and couldn’t remember anything about your past?  Really try to imagine having amnesia (complete loss of memories).  How important is your personal history? 

2) Hebrews 11 is a list of ordinary men & women who had extraordinary faith.  This is for us part of the “great cloud of witnesses” to stir up our own faith history with God.  What can you do to begin keeping an account of your personal faith history with God? 
Day 3:  Time to Rewrite?
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Isaiah 46:9-11.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

Revising history and casting doubt on God’s Word are old tactics of those who oppose us.

1) Why do you think the Bible’s historical accuracy is always being challenged?  Have those attacks in any way diminished your confidence in Scripture?  
2) Can you think of a book, textbook, video documentary, etc. that has rewritten a part of history? From what we learned on this video tour, what is the reason for that revision? 
Day 4:  Join in God’s Larger Story
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Hebrews 11:1-40 .  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

Life is not about us but about God’s sovereign plan for redeeming mankind.  We should remember His past actions and participate in His grand purpose.

1) Try telling the entire story of the Bible, from beginning to end, in your own words (writing or speaking it).  Is there one part you know better than another?  
2) Many students that are bored by the study of history do not see themselves or particular events as part of God’s larger story.  Os Guiness suggests that our sense of identity is directly related to our grasp of history, which we see in the living example of the Pilgrims.  “They cherished a great hope and inward zeal of laying good foundations….even though they should be but stepping stones to others in the performance of so great a work.”  How does this “larger story” help you to see your own life?  What does this mean in practical terms?  How does God’s Story speak to your identity? 
Day 5:  Our DECLARATION 
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Joshua 4:1-9.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

1) From our Declaration:  “I will hear what the Spirit is saying to me.”
Ask the Lord to give you ears to hear what the Spirit is saying.    Jesus spoke these words many times, “He who has ears let him hear”.  Quiet yourself before the Lord and ask Him what He wants to speak to you concerning all that you have been awakened to.
The Well Ministry:  www.gatheratthewell.com

