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Lesson 5 - Science: What is True? (Part 1)
I. Introduction

A. Psalm 19:1-4 – "The heavens declare the Glory of God" – General Revelation

B. Romans 1:18-20 – "God has made it plain to them ...men are without excuse…”; Psalm 53:1- “The fool in his heart says there is no God”
C. Only two possibilities: the cosmos has always existed (“all there ever was, ever is or ever will be”, Carl Sagan) or the cosmos had a beginning (there is a Creator or it created itself out of nothing)– either one poses a serious problem for those who deny a Creator
D. 2nd Law of Thermodynamics states~ that the total amount of energy in the universe remains unchanged, but some energy is always becoming unavailable for useful work.

II. Design vs. Randomness

A. Earliest scientists were convinced that the universe bore evidence of design
B. Question:  Why is there order instead of chaos?
C. Scrabble Example – Where does the organized information in the genetic code come from?

D. Wald- "Time is the hero of the plot ...the impossible becomes possible."
1. Time is like a magic wand

III. Examining Darwin's Theory (most influential theory in our time)
A. Hypothesis, theory, law – data must confirm investigation of truth claims

B. Darwinian Evolution taught as "Fact" – Does his theory match reality?

C. Paley's Argument – Anyone who looks at a pocket watch understands that is was designed with intelligent purpose

D. Ignoring the obvious – Francis Crick (co-discoverer of DNA): You've got to keep in mind that all of this was not designed
***Scopes Trial ~ otherwise known as the “monkey trial” :  Tennessee legal case involving the teaching of evolution in public schools. A statute was passed (Mar., 1925) in Tennessee that prohibited the teaching in public schools of theories contrary to accepted interpretation of the biblical account of human creation. John T. Scopes, a biology teacher, was tried (July, 1925) for teaching Darwinism in a Dayton, Tenn., public school. Clarence Darrow was one of Scopes's attorneys, while William Jennings Bryan aided the state prosecutor. Darrow argued that academic freedom was being violated and claimed that the legislature had indicated a religious preference, violating the separation of church and state. He also maintained that the evolutionary theory was consistent with certain interpretations of the Bible, and in an especially dramatic session he sharply questioned Bryan on the latter's literal interpretation. Scopes was convicted, partly because of the defense, which refused to plead any of the technical defenses available, fearing an acquittal on a technical rather than a constitutional basis. Scopes was, however, later released by the state supreme court on a technicality. Although the outcry over the case tended to discourage enactment of similar legislation in other states, the law was not repealed until 1967.  
Lesson 5:  Science~ What is true? (Part 1)
Study Guide

Before you begin each day of studying, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Day 1:  Creation (Genesis 1:1-2:3)
	I ~ Investigate the facts.  This is finding out the WHO, WHAT and WHERE.  This is the reporting section.
	

	M ~ Meaning.  What is the meaning in the Bible Culture.  Are there any clues about the culture?  


	

	P ~ Principle Learned.  Is there a principle or lesson in this Bible text; something you can learn about God’s character?
	

	A ~ Apply.  How can I apply this principle in my life?  What is God showing me?  


	

	R ~ Respond.  Respond to the Bible lesson.  What is the Lord showing you to do through this lesson?  
	

	T ~ Teach.  How can you share this message with others.
	

	How was God’s Glory unveiled in this passage? What do you see about God’s character?

	


Declaration:  I live in radical obedience and love for Jesus and the purposes of God in my generation.  I draw a line in the sand and take a stand for the Truth of God’s Word.  I will hear what the Spirit is saying to me and will be an unmovable voice to speak clearly in the midst of much worldly confusion.  I make this confession that I am God’s messenger.

Memory Verse for lesson 5:  “The heavens declare the Glory of God; the skies proclaim the works of His hands; day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge,”  Psalm 19:1- 2
Day 2:  Plain as day and Night
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Psalm 24:1-2.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?  

According to the Bible, God has revealed His glorious nature in the universe He created. 
1) What are some specific things in the physical world that fill you with awe?  What do they tell you about the Creator?   
2) How difficult is it for us to view nature (Example:  a rainbow) as we once did?  Does that matter?  How might we restore our childlike sense of wonder at God’s creation?Explain.  

Day 3:  Science Started with God
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Psalm 29.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

The scientific revolution began with the assumption that the world had been divinely created in an orderly way and could therefore be studied.
1) How do you feel about the fact that early science was primarily a Christian response to the world around us?  How might that encourage you when you see science being used today as an argument against the faith?
2) In what way can scientific research be an act of worship? 
Day 4:  Creation declares God’s Glory
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Romans 1:20-23.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

God exists and He has revealed Himself to us.  Creation is one of His expressions.
1) In Romans 1:20, Paul tells us that God’s “invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse.”  How is it possible to perceive invisible truths in tangible realities?  (Ex:  wonder, Glory, majesty, power, bounty, protection, grace, etc.) Have you ever had such an experience?  

2) Which early scientist(s) might you want to learn more about?  You can often read their very own works, not just biographies about them.
A list of early scientists who believed that God created the heavens and the earth:  Sir Isaac Newton, Lord Kelvin, Michael Faraday, James Clerk Maxwell, Louis Pasteur, Albert Einstein, Joseph Lister, Gregor Mendel, Johannes Kepler, Samuel Morse, Carolaus Linneaus, Wernher von Braun.

· Johannes Kepler (1571-1630):  Celestial mechanics~ “We may behold how God, like a master-builder, has laid the foundation of the world according to order and law.”    “I give thee thanks, Lord and Creator, that thou hast given me joy through thy creation.”  
· Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727): Law of Gravity; Reflecting telescope~ “This most beautiful system of sun, planets, and comets could only proceed from the counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being…This Being governs all things, not as the soul of the world but as the Lord of all.”

· Wernher von Braun (1912-1977):  Rocket Technology ~ “One cannot be exposed to the law and order of the universe without concluding there must be design and purpose behind it all…the better we understand the intricacies of the universe and all it harbors, the more reason we have found to marvel at the inherent design upon which it is based.”

3) The video clip that was showed was with a little girl asking questions about God’s creation.  Here question throughout was, “Do you ever wonder?”.  In what ways does God’s creative design fill you with wonder?  
Day 5:  Our DECLARATION 
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Nehemiah 9:5-6.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

1) From our Declaration:  “I DRAW A LINE IN THE SAND & TAKE A STAND FOR THE TRUTH OF GOD’S WORD”.  How is this issue of Creationism vs Darwinian Evolution a line in the sand?  What Truth do you stand for, according to the beliefs you hold?  
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