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Lesson 4 –Theology: Who is God?
I. Introduction – Theology – Who is God?

A. Theology: The study of the existence, nature, and attributes of God

B. The Ultimate Source of Truth – Colossians 2:2-3 "Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."

C. Westminster Confession – trying to capture the infinite essence of God's nature

1. There is but one only, living, and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions; immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, most absolute; working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most righteous will, for his own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the rewarder of them that diligently seek him; and withal, most just, and terrible in his judgments, hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.

2. God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself; and is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them. He is the alone fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom are all things; and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, for them, or upon them whatsoever himself pleaseth. In his sight all things are open and manifest, his knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent upon the creature, so as nothing is to him contingent, or uncertain. He is most holy in all his counsels, in all his works, and in all his commands. To him is due from angels and men, and every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience he is pleased to require of them.

II. What is Eternal Life?

A. Scriptural emphasis on eternal life – Luke 18:18, John 3:16, John 4:13-14, John 5:24, John 5:39-40, John 6:27, John 6:54

B. "Now this is eternal life ..." John 17:1-3 "... that they may know you ..."

C. Paul’s perspective 

1. “I want to know Christ…”  (Philippians 3:8-10)

D. Spurgeon's perspective

1. “The highest science, the loftiest speculation, the mightiest philosophy, which can engage the attention of a child of God, is the name, the nature, the person, the doings, and the existence of the great God which he calls his Father.”  

E. God's perspective – Hosea 6:6, Jeremiah 9:23-24 ... that he knows me ..."

F. Connection between knowledge of God and knowledge of self

III. Meaning of Names

A. Names of God – El Qanna – A jealous God – Deuteronomy 4:23-24, Zechariah 8:2, Exodus 34:14

B. Jacob, Abram, Moses, Simon, Saul, John, Jesus

C. Your name – Your identity in Christ and as a child of God

IV. The Attack

A. The Battle – 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 – "We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself against the knowledge of God ..."

B. On God – His nature, His character

C. On His Word – Throughout history men have tried to destroy God's Word

1. Jesus Seminar – democratic voting process on God's Word

2. Ezekiel 22:26-28 – "... her priests have done violence to my law ..."

3. Joram and Jehoram – Unraveling a supposed conflict – Can you trust the Word of God? – "The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings" (by Edwin Thiele)
· Thiele discovered 2 things in his studies of the history of the Kings:   1) There was a difference between Judah & Israel when they split in what dating system they used and 2) It was common for a king that was being threatened to bring his son to the throne to co-reign with him.

D. 1 Peter 1:24-25 "... the word of the Lord stands forever."

E. Hebrews 4:12-13 "For the word of God is living and active ...nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight."

V. Conclusion – God's word can be trusted

Lesson 4:  Theology~ Who is God?
Study Guide

Before you begin each day of studying, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Day 1:  Who is God?  (John 17:1-5)
	I ~ Investigate the facts.  This is finding out the WHO, WHAT and WHERE.  This is the reporting section.
	

	M ~ Meaning.  What is the meaning in the Bible Culture.  Are there any clues about the culture?  


	

	P ~ Principle Learned.  Is there a principle or lesson in this Bible text; something you can learn about God’s character?
	

	A ~ Apply.  How can I apply this principle in my life?  What is God showing me?  


	

	R ~ Respond.  Respond to the Bible lesson.  What is the Lord showing you to do through this lesson?  
	

	T ~ Teach.  How can you share this message with others.
	

	How was God’s Glory unveiled in this passage? What do you see about God’s character?

	


Declaration:  I live in radical obedience and love for Jesus and the purposes of God in my generation.  I draw a line in the sand and take a stand for the Truth of God’s Word.  I will hear what the Spirit is saying to me and will be an unmovable voice to speak clearly in the midst of much worldly confusion.  I make this confession that I am God’s messenger.

Memory Verse for lesson 4:  “I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,” Philippians 3:8 
Day 2:  The Greatest Commandment
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Matthew 22:37-40.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?  

Nothing in life matters more than knowing and loving God. 
1) How did Jesus describe “eternal life” (John 17:1-3), and what does that say about God’s role in our daily existence?  Explain.   
2) What kind(s) of knowledge does God want us to have of Him?  Why?  Would you say you are “close” to Him?  Explain.  

3) Do you live as if relating to Him is more important than anything else you do?  Why or why not? 
Day 3:  Thee and Me
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Colossian 2:2-4.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

Only by relating to God can we discover who we are.
1) What would you know about yourself and your purpose for living if God had not first revealed Himself to you? 
2) How does relating intimately to God help you understand yourself?  Your neighbor?  Your generation? 
Day 4:  The Bible Tells Me So
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read 2 Corinthians 10:3-5.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

We must study God’s Word in order to understand more about His nature and to “gaze into His face”.

1) Why has God’s written Word always been under intense attack by the world?  What are some recent examples you have observed? 

2) Do you hunger and thirst for more knowledge of God through meditating on and obeying the Scriptures and experiencing the Presence of the Lord by His Spirit? What would you like to do differently?  
Day 5:  Our DECLARATION 
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Psalm 42:1-2.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

1) From our Declaration:  “I DRAW A LINE IN THE SAND & TAKE A STAND FOR THE TRUTH OF GOD’S WORD”.  What does that statement mean for you?  What does that look life in your life?  
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