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Outline
Lesson 11 - Labor: Created to Create
I. Introduction – The "Labor" Command
II. God's design for this sphere

A. Culture's view of work – generally negative and considered a curse

B. Importance of this sphere, though we generally don't address it

1. It funds everything – all material goods are produced in this sphere

2. Yet it also produces pornography, illegal drugs, abortion, etc.

C. Reflection of God's nature – God worked and saw that it was good – God stamped us with his divine image and has given us the privilege of being his creative stewards
III. General Economic Model and Seven Economic Principles

A. All things belong to God

1. Our materialistic drive is a reflection of Satan's lie that more "stuff" will satisfy us

B. God appointed man to be a creative steward of his goods with ownership rights

1. Definition of steward and economics: management authority of God's goods

2. Proper, Biblical attitude of employees and employers

C. Theft and coveting of another's goods is wrong

D. Skills and abilities to work come from God

E. Work is profitable, good, and to be pursued; laziness is not

F. Love God and not your goods

G. Be compassionate and generous with your good to those in need
IV. Responsibility to the poor

A. Scriptural mandate to show compassion to the poor

B. The poor need work and the sphere of labor has the primary responsibility to provide those work opportunities

C. God's standard – Psalm 101:3 – "I will set before my eyes no vile thing"

D. Overwhelming power and presence of media – "Whoever controls the media, controls the culture"

E. Soli Deo Gloria – For God's glory alone – We need to have this same perspective, that God would be glorified in all we do
V. Arts and Media - Is beauty relative?
Lesson 11:  Labor~ Created to Create
Study Guide

Before you begin each day of studying, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Day 1: Where is your treasure?  (Matthew 6:19-24)
	I ~ Investigate the facts.  This is finding out the WHO, WHAT and WHERE.  This is the reporting section.
	

	M ~ Meaning.  What is the meaning in the Bible Culture.  Are there any clues about the culture?  


	

	P ~ Principle Learned.  Is there a principle or lesson in this Bible text; something you can learn about God’s character?
	

	A ~ Apply.  How can I apply this principle in my life?  What is God showing me?  


	

	R ~ Respond.  Respond to the Bible lesson.  What is the Lord showing you to do through this lesson?  
	

	T ~ Teach.  How can you share this message with others.
	

	How was God’s Glory unveiled in this passage? What do you see about God’s character?


	


Declaration:  I live in radical obedience and love for Jesus and the purposes of God in my generation.  I draw a line in the sand and take a stand for the Truth of God’s Word.  I will hear what the Spirit is saying to me and will be an unmovable voice to speak clearly in the midst of much worldly confusion.  I make this confession that I am God’s messenger.

Memory Verse for lesson 11:  “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also,” Matthew 6:21
Day 2:  One Creator, Many Sub-Creators
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Genesis 2:1-3.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?  

God made us in His image, so we too like to work and create things. 
1) Clearly, the Lord enjoyed creating the world.  So what kind of work do you enjoy?  Would you rather do that work than simply pursue recreation every day?  For you, when does work become play? 
2) How would your life be different if other people did not build roads or construct buildings, write books, invent cars or computers, grow food, provide health care, create music (or paintings or photographs), etc?  What is it that you were created to create?  Are you regularly engaged in that work?  Why or why not?  What will it take to devote yourself more to God’s particular calling?  

3) Do you “observe the Sabbath”?  Why or why not?  If you do, how do you observe it?  Are you glad to do so, seeing rest as a gift from God?  Or is your “Sabbath” filled with work, much like other days?
Day 3:  Work Takes Work
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Psalm 50:7-12.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

After man rebelled against God, work became harder, but it is still a good thing, and we should enjoy being stewards for God.
1)  Do you really believe that everything ultimately belongs to God, including all that you own?  Do you act as a faithful steward of God’s things?  Does that include your talents and abilities?  Your body?  Your time? 
2) How do you feel about work?  Do you dread Monday mornings?  If so, why?  Do you think that you have to work, or rather that you get to work?  Has your attitude toward work been distorted by the world’s perspective? 
3) How should you respond when your job is mundane, demeaning, overly stressful or a burden in some way?  
Day 4:  Minding the Master’s Store
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Matthew 25:14-30.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

The Bible contains many principles that should govern how we go about being stewards for God. 

1) Do you freely give to others in need, as God would have you do?  How can you help the poor find fulfilling work, not just “welfare”?  Why is that an important distinction? 
2) Does all your work, no matter what field you’re in, glorify God?  What is the difference between “sacred” and “secular” work? 
3) Which sources of entertainment and information are most important to you?  Do they offer the truth or lies?  Do the lies bother you, or do they often amuse you? 
4) How do you view retirement?  What is your dream for your senior years?  Is that just a goal, or is it God’s dream for you? 

Day 5:  Our DECLARATION
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Ephesians 6:5-9 .  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

1) From our Declaration:  “…I am God’s messenger…”  
What does it mean to you to be “God’s messenger”?  
How do you see this confession alive in your life?  How would you like to be more intentional about being God’s messenger?
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