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Lesson 10 - The American Experiment: Stepping Stones
I. Introduction – God's design for the state – How close was the American Experiment?

A. Three rules: Won't deify America; won't deify Founders; won't cast stones

B. Basis for the three branches - Isaiah 33 – Lawgiver, Judge, and King

C. Early educational system – Instilling principles of Biblical Christianity

1. Primer and NEA – Biblical doctrine and prayer were essential to education

2. Founding and original mottos of Harvard, Princeton, and Columbia
II. Foundations of Religion and Morality – Basis for Freedom and Liberty

A. Dr. Tackett's personal journey – America 101

1. Murals in Capital rotunda

2. Revelation 2:5 - Remember, Repent and Return

3. Washington's Farwell address

B. Foundations of this country - Religion and Morality

1. Consistent theme in virtually all of the Founder's writings

2. They saw a strong connection between virtue and liberty

C. Purpose of Civil Magistrate - Punish evil and condone good – Romans 13
III. Foundations of Law

A. Blackstone – Valid human laws must be based upon God's laws

B. Influence of Darwin radically changed law in America – Case study methodology

1. Legal Positivism – The state is the authority for determining right and wrong
IV. The Larger Story
A. Original charters and constitutions – Acknowledgment of God's authority and recognition that the state was subject to and accountable to God

B. Pilgrims intent – "preserving and propagating the truth and liberties of the gospel"

C. Historical revisionism – Founders depicted as Deists and secularists; stripping God and Christianity from all historical accounts; pursuing a secular basis for law
V. Conclusion – How has this happened?

A. Men have forgotten God

B. Cycle of Nations – Hosea 13:6 – Judgment and destruction upon proud nations

C. Jesus removing the lamp stand – Our hope: Light always overtakes darkness

Lesson 9:  The State~ Whose Law?
Study Guide

Before you begin each day of studying, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Day 1:  If My People…(2 Chronicles 7:13-14)
	I ~ Investigate the facts.  This is finding out the WHO, WHAT and WHERE.  This is the reporting section.
	

	M ~ Meaning.  What is the meaning in the Bible Culture.  Are there any clues about the culture?  


	

	P ~ Principle Learned.  Is there a principle or lesson in this Bible text; something you can learn about God’s character?
	

	A ~ Apply.  How can I apply this principle in my life?  What is God showing me?  


	

	R ~ Respond.  Respond to the Bible lesson.  What is the Lord showing you to do through this lesson?  
	

	T ~ Teach.  How can you share this message with others.
	

	How was God’s Glory unveiled in this passage? What do you see about God’s character?


	


Declaration:  I live in radical obedience and love for Jesus and the purposes of God in my generation.  I draw a line in the sand and take a stand for the Truth of God’s Word.  I will hear what the Spirit is saying to me and will be an unmovable voice to speak clearly in the midst of much worldly confusion.  I make this confession that I am God’s messenger.

Memory Verse for lesson 10:  “Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first.  If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place,” Revelation 2:5.
Day 2:  Built on the Rock
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Deuteronomy 8:10-20.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?  

America was founded by people who held to a comprehensive Biblical worldview. 

1) Were you surprised by all the evidence showing how profoundly Christian most of America’s founders were?  How much of this had you already been exposed to in high school or college? 
2) Do you believe that America was in some way created by God Himself, or rather that it was just formed by the good intentions of some of His followers?  What did the founders say about America’s birth?  
3) How did a Christian worldview lead the founders to adopt the structure of federal government that America still enjoys today (Judicial, Legislative & Executive branches)?  Why is it important for each branch to hold separate powers?
Day 3:  A Nation Adrift
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Isaiah 42:5-7.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

“Remember ever; and always, that your country was founded….but the stern old Puritans who made the deck of the Mayflower an altar of the living God, and whose first act on touching the soil of the new world was to offer on bended knees thanksgiving to Almighty God.” ~ Henry Wilson (VP under Ulysses S. Grant) 

1)  Why did John Adams say that “our constitution was made ONLY for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other”?  Where does that leave us today?
2) What happens when law becomes based merely on precedent and on society’s current notions of right and wrong rather than on Biblical principles and the moral law (law of nature)?  
3) Why do you think it is in vogue today to hate America?  How much of it is a response to America’s religious roots, and how much of it is a reaction to the nation’s drift away from Christian principles?  
Day 4:  Revival
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Ephesians 3:14-21.  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

“Remember that God is our only sure trust.”  ~ Mary Washington, George Washington’s 
1) Is it necessary for a nation to go through the cycle of being blessed by God, then forgetting Him, enduring His judgment, and finally repenting so as to be blessed again?  What hopes do you have that America might return full-circle to its roots?  
2) How would you describe the church’s impact on American culture today?  Have Christians lost their ability to be a preserving “salt” in the world?  A light in the darkness?  What must we do to regain influence in our society?
3) Do you have a heart for America?  A passion for the ideals on which it was founded?  How might the Lord use you to turn the nation back to the Lord?  What can you do? 
Day 5:  Our DECLARATION
Before you begin, position yourself to receive from the Lord. Invite the Holy Spirit to encounter you.   Speak out the declaration daily.  
Read Proverbs 8:14-16 .  What is the Lord showing you in this passage?

“If we work on marble, it will perish; if on brass, time will efface it; if we rear up temples, they will crumble into dust; but if we work upon immortal minds and imbue them with principles, with the just fear of God and the love of our fellow men, we engrave on those tablets something that will brighten to all eternity.”  
~ Daniel Webster
1) From our Declaration:  “…I make this confession…”  
What does it mean to make a confession?  Look over what the declaration says up to this point:

“I live in radical obedience and love for Jesus and the purposes of God in my generation.  I draw a line in the sand and take a stand for the Truth of God’s Word.  I will hear what the Spirit is saying to me and will be an unmovable voice to speak clearly in the midst of much worldly confusion….I MAKE THIS CONFESSION…” 

How does this confession put you in opposition with the secular worldview?  

National Day for Prayer and Fasting and Humiliation

By the President of the United States of America.
A Proclamation.
Whereas, the Senate of the United States, devoutly recognizing the Supreme Authority and just Government of Almighty God, in all the affairs of men and of nations, has, by a resolution, requested the President to designate and set apart a day for National prayer and humiliation.
And whereas it is the duty of nations as well as of men, to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God, to confess their sins and transgressions, in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord.
And, insomuch as we know that, by His divine law, nations like individuals are subjected to punishments and chastisements in this world, may we not justly fear that the awful calamity of civil war, which now desolates the land, may be but a punishment, inflicted upon us, for our presumptuous sins, to the needful end of our national reformation as a whole People? We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven. We have been preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth and power, as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us!
It behooves us then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.
Now, therefore, in compliance with the request, and fully concurring in the views of the Senate, I do, by this my proclamation, designate and set apart Thursday, the 30th. day of April, 1863, as a day of national humiliation, fasting and prayer. And I do hereby request all the People to abstain, on that day, from their ordinary secular pursuits, and to unite, at their several places of public worship and their respective homes, in keeping the day holy to the Lord, and devoted to the humble discharge of the religious duties proper to that solemn occasion.
All this being done, in sincerity and truth, let us then rest humbly in the hope authorized by the Divine teachings, that the united cry of the Nation will be heard on high, and answered with blessings, no less than the pardon of our national sins, and the restoration of our now divided and suffering Country, to its former happy condition of unity and peace.
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.
Done at the City of Washington, this thirtieth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States the eighty seventh.
By the President: Abraham Lincoln
William H. Seward, Secretary of State.
The Well Ministry:  www.gatheratthewell.com


