Session 3: The Permanent Priesthood of believers
“…because Jesus lives forever, He has a permanent priesthood,” Hebrews 7:24; “You have made them to be a kingdom of priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth,” Revelation 5:10.

A. As High priest, Jesus makes a way for us to encounter God’s heart; he legally removes all the hindrances to God, bringing us to God (we are forgiven and purified); Jesus gives us access to God’s throne (Heb. 10:21-22 “…since we have a great High Priest over the House of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us...”).
B. Kingdom life, eternal life, flows directly from knowing God personally.  Our relationship with God is the key to “reigning” because it is coming to know Him that we come to know who we are, what our purpose in life is, and how to walk it out.  As we align our thinking and behavior with who He is, His Kingdom life begins to flow through our lives.

C. The primary thing that prepares us to be a kingdom of priests who rule and reign is our relationship with Him.  We will look and act like Him more and more as we sit before Him; meditate on His character…

D. To imitate the Perfect High Priest is to live like He lived:  humble, gentle, meek, full of peace, love, kindness, long-suffering, etc. 

Philippians 2:6-8 tells us about this High Priest, Jesus, “Who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death~ even death on a cross!”

This contradicts every bit of the world’s wisdom on becoming someone great. 

In verses 3-5 Paul is telling the Philippians how to be like Jesus, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.  Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of others.  In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset of Christ Jesus…”
E. As we receive our identity and purpose from knowing God… 

· Knowing God~ From page 29 in Knowing God:  “What were we made for?  To know God.  What aim should we set ourselves in life?  To know God.  What is the ‘eternal life’ that Jesus gives?  Knowledge of God (John 17:3).  What is the best thing in life, bringing more joy, delight and contentment than anything else?  Knowledge of God. ‘Let not the wise boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth for in these I delight,’ (Jeremiah 9:23.  What of all the states God ever sees man in, gives Him most pleasure?  Knowledge of Himself.  ‘I desire…the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings, says God’ (Hosea 6:6)”.

· Take every truth we learn about God into a meditation, prayer & praise to Him ~ “Meditation is the activity of calling to mind, and thinking over, and dwelling on and applying to oneself, the various things that one knows about the works and ways and purposes and promises of God.  It is an activity of holy thought, consciously performed in the presence of God, under the eye of God, by the help of God, as a means of communication with God.  Its purpose is to clear one’s mental and spiritual vision of God and to let His truth make its full and proper impact on one’s mind and heart.”  JI Packer in Knowing God
…we are not competing or having to prove ourselves, going after a title, etc….we can live in humility and consider others as royalty. To recognize that each one in the family of God have royal blood (sons & daughters of the King of Kings).  As one who is loved by the King and doesn’t need to ‘jockey’ for position, we can spend more time raising up the people around us rather than worrying about our own significance. 

This kind of servant leadership is the place of maturity at the end of this journey of believing and walking out our identity as royalty.  

F. As the royal priesthood of God, we are called to develop a culture in our homes, churches, work-places, etc that brings out the best in others…calling out the greatness in others, because we are not threatened by another’s success.  

**Moses & Joshua~ battle with the Amalekites (exodus 17:3)
G. We can trust Jesus’ leadership….Jesus laid down his “God-ness” and took on the form of a man.  He lived a perfect, sinless life, understanding completely our humanity.  That is why it is said of our great high priest, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in everyway, just as we are~ yet was without sin.”  (Hebrews 4:15).  Jesus has been tempted in every way.  He knows what it feels like.  Whatever situation you find yourself in, He understands.  Jesus is full of compassion and love.  Let’s follow His example: To be the priesthood of believers is to live a life of:  humility, gentleness, meakness, peace, not defending ourselves, regarding others better than ourselves, being kind, long-suffering, bearing with one another. 

H. The only passage where Jesus speaks of Himself is in Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to me, all You who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

Focus questions: 

1) Describe a situation in your life in which you felt like the best of you came to the surface.  What were the circumstances or influences that brought that out of you?  

2) Choose one of these Scriptures to meditate on.  How can you apply it to your life?  What is God showing you? 

Psalm 4:4, Psalm 62:1, Matthew 11:28, Hebrews 4:9-11, Is. 55:1-3, Psalm 91:1, Luke 9:35, I Samuel 3:9, Lamentations 3:25-26, Psalm 27: 4, 14, Psalm 130:5-6, Luke 10:39, Song of Songs 2:3-4, Hosea 2:14, Psalm 37:7, Psalm 131:2, John 15:9-11, Is. 30:15, Zechariah 2:12-13, Psalm 46:10, Proverbs 1:33, Ephesians 5:18, Is. 40:29-31

3) How have you experienced light & easy yoke of Jesus?
