Session 2: Prophetic Pronouncement of a Royal Priesthood

I. Peter 2:9 is the pronouncement of who we are.  These are the prophetic statements spoken over belivers:  “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 

A. Chosen~ We are a chosen people.  We are chosen out of this world.  We are a kingdom people.  God has chosen you.  He says to you “You have what it takes”.  To be chosen, gives a sense of belonging.  “I belong to You…forever I belong to You” (Bethel song)

· When I was in high school, our choir was chosen along with only a handful of other choirs from around the country to go to a performance “camp” in Utah for a week.  We were able to perform and receive instruction from a famous jazz singer at the time.  It was such an honor to be chosen.  Then, at the “camp” there were auditions for a couple solo parts.  I tried out and was asked to perform a solo.  I was chosen.  It was so unbelievable to me that this man thought I was good enough, that at the night of the performance, I choked.  I forgot the words and could not perform.  I did not believe that I had what it takes.  How could someone else believe in me?  
There are many believers walking around today that don’t believe that they have what it takes…they wonder how God could really choose them for anything.  Here is the truth we need to get a hold of: God says in His Word, His Word of Truth that we are a chosen people.  He chose us.  He chose you.  He chose me.  I was the apple of His eye before the world was even created.  You were the apple of His eye before the creation of the world.  Unbelievable.  The Creator God had me in mind; had you in mind.  We are not a random, by chance  people.  We are designed for His plan and purpose.  “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.” (Ephesians 1:4).  
This word, chosen, has to do with identity.  And identity has to do with the heart.  Proverbs 4:23 says, “…the issues of life flow from the heart”.  The heart is the spiritual center of our beings, the seat of our desires, thoughts and beliefs.  The heart is the dimension of life that interacts with the spirit realm, and it is the heart’s communication that shapes our reality.  We will walk out what we believe is true (or virtual reality that is believed) in our heart…

Being chosen releases a new name to our spirit, which affects our heart.  I am chosen, not forsaken or forgotten.  Jesus breathes life into my being which changes the way I see myself and the way I behave.  

Names in Scripture are always meaningful and signify 2 primary aspects of a person’s identity~ relationship and nature.  When God declares a name over you, He is releasing grace for you to mature in your relationship with Him, and to be expanded in your nature so you can be more like Him.  When God releases grace upon your life, He is actually releasing Himself…..if you receive Him, your life cannot become anything but a greater expression of who He is.  

*Hannaniah, Mishal & Azzariah~ refused to be “renamed” by the Babylon culture

*Esther~ chosen; favor; new name given; focused on the King~ “Before a girl’s turn came to go in to King Xerxes, she had to complete 12 months of beauty treatments prescribed for  the women, 6 months with oil of myrrh and 6 months with perfumes and cosmetics,”  Esther 2:12

B. Royalty~ We have surpassed the Aaronic priesthood.   We are of the priesthood  that will never end, “..but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood” (Hebrews 7:24).  We follow in Jesus’ lineage, so that is what we are.  This is not a position of control or power, but one of a servant. Revelation 1:6 says that Jesus has made us “…a kingdom and priests…” This identity of a royal priesthood is given to us now and for eternity.  

**David~ king and priest; David’s desire was to find himself in the place of intimacy before God~ “David went in and sat before the Lord”; David knew that his place of kingship came from the place of intimacy

· I Samuel 6:22 “I will be even more undignified that this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes….” 23 “And Michal daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death.” **We will encounter “Michals” as we give ourselves to the place of intimacy with Jesus~ gazing upon His beauty/tarrying in the inner court 

The family of God inherits His testimonies just as members of a royal family inherit their family history.  Royals study and rehearse the record of their ancestors because it is their connection to the past that gives them their identity and purpose for their lifetime. It lays on them a responsibility of doing something significant during their reign in order to pass the legacy on to the next generation.  If one generation fails to live in such a way that honors their family history or fails to pass that history on to the next generation, that line is broken and the inheritance is potentially lost.  

Embedded in Israel’s culture was the sense that their history as a covenant people contained the promises of whom God would be for each successive generation to come.  Unfortunately for Israel’s history, “…another generation arose after them who did not know the Lord, nor the work which He had done for Israel…” Judges 2:10.  Somewhere along the way, they stopped telling the testimonies of the Lord.

We should establish things that jog our memories that remind us of what God has done in our lives and who He is.…memorials are a key element of keeping the testimony because they work to protect us from our own vulnerability to forget the things that God says are most important.  We are keeping our hearts connected to the Lord…feeding our hearts on what God has done.  

**Faith history~ shepherds in the field

**David kept the testimony in his heart~ this is a way our heart even ministers to Jesus; we remind ourselves of what He has done to stir up faith/courage/hope/expectation for what He will do in the present and future

· 2 Samuel 22 is David’s song of praise; many of the Psalms recount the testimony of what God has done…

C. Holy~ Holy means to be set apart; consecrated.   
The Israelites had been embedded in the Egyptian culture for over four hundred years.  They had been a slave people, so upon entering the desert, they were without government or even social rules for living.  In the wilderness God establishes His leader Moses, His government, His social laws of living in community (health regulations, business practices, etc.) and most importantly, God establishes His presence as the centrality of their life.  The twelve tribes of Israel literally set up camp around the presence of the Lord (where He dwelt among them in the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle).  Exodus 25:8-9 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.  Make the Tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.”   The tangible Presence of God was the center of all their life.  The Lord is looking for a people who will camp around the His Presence as the centrality of their life.  

We are a holy people; a treasured possession; a kingdom of priests~ knowing who we are and who God is and we are set apart for His purposes.   “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written, ‘Be holy, because I am holy’.”   
Holiness is different than being religious.  Religious people follow rules; the dos and don’ts.  Holy people desire to be like Jesus!  Paul tells us in Colossians 1:22-23, “But now he has reconciled you  by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel.”  We have a part to play.  Jesus makes us holy.  We can’t do that by ourselves.  There is nothing we could do to make ourselves holy.  
However, we are to continue in our faith, being established and firm; without wavering; not allowing ourselves to be tossed to & fro by the winds of adversity or prosperity.  Peter tells us to live as strangers here (he addresses the believers in I Peter 1:1 as “God’s elect, strangers in the world”), not to be too comfortable or attached in this world.  For our home is not here in this kingdom.  We belong to a heavenly kingdom. This life is a journey, for the destination is our eternal dwelling.  While we walk this earth, let’s live a life of holiness, being set apart for His Glory.  
D. Special~ God’s people were not to be known for the perfect law code they possessed, but by the fact that God Himself was present among them.  

Everything that was done in the Tabernacle was focused on stewarding that relationship through approaching God in prayer and worship…just to make sure the people didn’t confuse His House with His Presence, He had them follow His cloud in the desert and then set up the Tabernacle wherever they stopped.  

The Ark of the Covenant was the holiest item in the Tabernacle because it was upon this piece of furniture that the cloud of God’s Presence rested.   And each element of the Testimony kept in the Ark of the Covenant was a physical reality that God had given to His people through specific, miraculous acts.

· Stone Tablets~ expressed His encounter with them on Mount Sinai.  The tablets were the tangible reality of this new covenant between the Living God and His people.  The laws outlined how to relate to Him and one another.
· Jar of Manna~ expressed His supernatural provision for His people.  This was a provision for them physically (manna to eat), but also a provision for their souls (God prescribed the Sabbath day of rest)~ they collected enough manna on the 6th day to they wouldn’t have to work to gather on the 7th.
· Rod of Aaron ~expressed the revelation of God’s mark of authority…God’s appointed leadership.
The whole focus of a covenant is upon the relationship between the 2 parties.  God intended to have a relationship with His people.  

The Lord has called us His special ones~ we are His beloved ones.  His desire is that we would camp around His fiery presence, marked by the All-Consuming Fire of God…to minister to Him in the Holy Place~ pouring our love on Him; focused on His beauty.  

Our main purpose according to I Peter 2:9 is to “…proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light…”
Take a look at this amazing love that our Father has lavished on us!
· He has moved us from darkness to light (Eph. 5:8-9; I Thess. 5:5)

· He is the light of the world (John 8:12)

· He is the Good Shepherd (John 10:14)

· He has moved me from death to life (Eph. 2:4-5)

· He has set us free (Gal. 5:1)

· He has made me a new creation (I Cor. 5:17)

· He has made me righteous (Romans 3:22-24)

· He has made me his son (Romans 8:15-17)

· He has given me His Spirit (I Cor. 2:12)

· He is my comfort (2 Cor. 1:3-4)

· He has blessed me with every spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3)

· He lived a perfect life of humility, so he could take my place on the cross (Phil. 2:6-8)

· He lives forevermore & His name is above every name! (Phil. 2:9-11)

· Jesus is the WAY, the TRUTH, the LIFE (John 14:6)

· He is going to prepare a place for us (John 14:2-3)

· He has the victory (2 Cor. 2:14; Col.2:15))

· He is the bread of life (John 6:35)

· He meets all my needs (Phil. 4:19)

· He is the Creator God (Col.1:16)

· He gives us His Spirit to guide us (John 14:16 & 26, 15:26 , 16:13)

· He has overcome the world (John 16:33)

· He has rescued me (Col.1:13)

· He is coming again (I Thess. 4:16-17)

· He is the God of Peace (1 Thess. 5:23, 2 Thess. 3:16, Is. 9:6)

· He is eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God (I Tim. 1:17)

· He is the Messiah (John 1:41)

· His throne will last FOREVER (Heb. 1:8; Heb. 12:28)

· God is the builder of everything (Heb. 3:4)

· Merciful, faithful High Priest (Heb. 3:17; 4:14; 6:20; Heb. 9:28—when He appears again, he will bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him—just as when the High Priest came out of the Holy of Holies)

· Redeemer, Holy One (Is. 47:4)

· He is holy, blameless, pure, set apart (Heb. 7:26)

· The Son was sent as a sin offering (Rom. 8:3-4); Heb. 7:27; Heb. 9:26-27) 

· He is the judge of all men (Heb. 12:23)

· He is the same yesterday, today & forever (Heb. 13:8)

· He is able to keep us from falling (Jude 24-25)

· He is the Alpha & Omega (Rev. 1:8,17b-18; Rev. 22:13)

· He is the Lamb of God (Rev. 5:12)

· He is the WORD OF GOD (Rev. 19:13)

· He is the King of King & Lord of Lords (Rev. 19:16)

Focus questions:

1) What is one of the names that God has spoken over your life through Scripture, prophetic words or any of the other ways He speaks?  How has this name changed the way you see yourself and the way you behave?

2) Faith history~ recount with the Lord what He has done for you personally….write down as many “memorial” moments as you can.

3) Take several of the “He is…” statements and make them personal.  Pray back to Jesus who He is~ this ministers to the heart of God.  When we know who He is and who we are in Him, it brings such joy to His heart.

