Living Royally~

Developing a Royal Culture
Session 1~ overview of the Royal Priesthood; seeing the connections to the OT model as a foreshadowing what Jesus established with the permanent covenant of priests and kings that are to rule and reign with Him.

Session 2~ more specifics; prophetic statements of us as royalty and sons/daughters of the KING of the universe

Session 3~ how we will have this role of priests and kings (royal living) for eternity & what does that look like

Session 1: Partakers of a Royal Priesthood

Intro:  Scripture describes men and women of God who took hold of the positions of influence that had been offered to them and recognized that God was strategically placing them there.  Their greatness was not for their own benefit, but to give the world a taste of the Kingdom of God.
Did you know that you have become important to the world around you…

This 1st session, we are going to look at the reality that we are partakers of a royal priesthood~ God has invited us in a relationship with Him~ a people marked by the Presence of God.   

Exodus 19:6, “…you will be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation…” God offered to make Israel a kingdom of priests and what they ended up with was a tribe of priests.  God didn’t reject them, but made provision for them.  

I. 4 Distinctives:
The priests of the Old Testament had two roles:  1) to minister to the Lord in the Tabernacle and 2) to intercede for the people (the priest was the mediator). We will take a look back to the establishment of the priesthood and how that relates to us as the royal priesthood of believers: 

A. Calling~ 
For the Israelites, that calling to the priesthood was to Aaron and his descendants only.  Exodus 28:1 says, “Have Aaron your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests.”  This was the beginning of the priesthood, called the Aaronic Priesthood (named after the first High Priest, Aaron).   
They had the privilege to enter the holy place as priests and to minister before the people and before God Almighty.  And this privilege was only given to Aaron and his descendants.  No other tribe would be called.  And this was God’s establishment.  No resumes going out, no job interviews~ it was the Lord’s decision.  This position was a duty…..

For us, every believer is called to be a priest.  We have been called & chosen.  We want to be motivated by passion more than duty.  

God calls His covenant people~ it has been this way from the garden.  We are a covenant people. For it is said of us,  “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  (I Peter 2:9)  Do you hear the echo of God’s early plan from Exodus 19:5-6?  God is establishing this new kingdom of priests in you and me.  What a privilege to be called.  
We are called to….
B. Service~ Read the two verses above (Exodus 28:1 and I Peter 2:9).  Serving God is the number one service reflected.  Exodus 28:1 says, “so they may serve me…” and I Peter 2:9 says, “… to declare the praises of Him…” LOVE GOD & LOVE OTHERS 

 #1 priority in service: To serve the living God in the Tabernacle~ that is our first responsibility.

This is the top priority of our lives…to love God and minister to Him. 

This service or ministry to Jesus is all about relationship:  spending time with Jesus in the inner sanctuary of your heart to know Him, to know what He loves and what He hates, to know who He is, to know how much He loves you & all the people of earth, to keep your focus on those things that last for eternity.  
This knowing is discovered in relationship, like a bride discovering more and more of her groom.  For that is who we are—His bride.  And He wants to tell us the secrets in His heart.  He desires to pour His love upon us more and more; to increase our understanding and wisdom; to seek Him, as David did.  Oh that we would desire to gaze upon Him in the beauty of His Temple.  Psalm 27:4, “One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek Him in his temple.”  
Intimacy~ we were created for intimacy; from intimacy comes our commission to rule and reign.  In the place of intimacy (sitting before the Lord) we develop a kingdom heart.  Prayer is the language of intimacy.  

· The priests of the OT spent time in the inner court (which was designed to minister to the Lord. The lampstand which burned continually (speaking of an eternal light & illumination by the Holy Spirit) was the only light in that inner sacred space; the Table of Showbread speaks to relationship.  In the beauty & stillness of the Holy Place, God called the priests to relationship, fellowship & communion with Him.  On the west end of the Holy Place was the only other vessel in that space, the Altar of Incense.  Here the priest offered up the sweet aroma of incense to the Lord.  At this place, the priests were literally few away from the Shekinah Glory of the Lord.  Psalm 141:2 says, “May my prayer be set before you like incense; may the lifting of my hands be like the evening sacrifice”. 
· Inner court ministry time ~ M2J does this so well and trains us to establish this in our own secret place time
· This inner court ministry to God is done away from human eyes.  There is no recognition except God’s.  The blessing comes as we make a choice to “tarry” in the Holy Place. This worship is blessed by His very Presence.
#2 priority in service:  The priest was the mediator between God and man, so not only did the priest minister to the Lord, he also had the duties of mediating between God and man.  
For the Israelites, the Tabernacle would have been useless if it were not for the priests…the Israelites needed a mediator to go between them and God.  At the bronze altar, the priests made atonement for the sins of the people (outer court).  At the golden altar of incense the priests ascended the fragrance of incense to the Lord, as they interceded on behalf of the Israelites.  
· When the priests would exit the Tabernacle, a blessing would be spoken over the community.  Numbers 6:22-27 says, “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites.  Say to them: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”  So I will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.’”  This was a pronouncement over the people’s lives.  God is marking His people with His name.  
· Since we are a priesthood, we need to make this pronouncement over others.  Do you know people who need His NAME marked upon them?  Begin to speak this out over them,  that the presence of heaven would be upon their lives.  The peace spoken of in the verse, is the shalom of God, which is a wholeness of body, soul and spirit.  Oh that believers would walk in the shalom of God; that the Lord would restore His people with His protection, His mercy and compassion upon, His approval, and with His NAME.
· Everyone in our community is a target for God’s love.  

This ministry comes from the place of intimacy with the Lord…
C. Inheritance~ “The Lord said to Aaron, ‘You will have no inheritance in their land, nor will you have any share among them; I am your share and your inheritance among the Israelites,” Numbers 18:20.  The priests belonged to God.  And God was their share.  

Understanding our inheritance begins with discovering the deeper purpose of our salvation.  We have the legal standing to God as His sons and daughters and that gives us our inheritance.  

John 1:12-13 says, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”  Romans 8:15-17 tells us, “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of Sonship.  And by him we cry ‘Abba, Father’.  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.”  
The fact that we are heirs of God is mind-boggling…those words prophesy our potential which we must pursue our entire lives.  God intends to establish His Kingdom on the earth by co-laboring with His children.  Our inheritance is that of royalty.  
Sons & Daughters of royalty…we own things; princes & princesses own things.  I Corinthians 3:21 tells us that we have “inherited all things”.  We have a Father of love who gives good gifts to His children.  

Our inheritance begins the moment we receive Jesus~ we are moved from darkness to light; from enemies to friends; from lost to found; from paupers to royalty….the reason things fall apart when a pauper becomes a king is that he is living in a “virtual reality”~ conforming to old patterns of thinking, and belief systems that contradict his new identity and position. What are we believing?  

We need to agree with what God says about us.  Agreeing with God empowers us and releases truth in our heart…what are you meditating on?  What thoughts flow through your mind?  

We find ourselves at the place of intimacy with the Lord, our “watering hole”, which is a place of reflection, which means both gazing at something and meditating on it.  Meditation involves our imagination….whatever we feed our imagination with if what will be reproduced in us.  What you focus on will become your reality.   Everyday we are receiving information from the world around us and we are interpreting our experiences.  Our minds filter out that which we have learned to be irrelevant and enable us to focus in on what is important.  

We have the ability to “see” things we have never seen…and once you see it, you will want it to be reproduced~ we need to imagine us seated in the heavenlies; royalty; co-heirs with Christ

D. Security~ Aaron and his descendents experienced this inheritance.  They were “born into” the priesthood and so are we!  For Aaron’s sons, they did not think “Oh I wonder what I will do with my life?  Will I be a perfumer?  Or maybe a metal-worker?”  No, they were born into the priesthood.  And it was secure. Exodus 28:43b says, “This is to be a lasting ordinance for Aaron and his descendants.”  Aaron and his descendants had complete assurance that their position would not be taken away.  
We too have security in our position as sons of the promise.  We are told in Hebrews 7:24 that because Jesus lives forever, His priesthood is permanent.  It will not be taken from the believers.  In Revelation 5:10 we are given the scene in heaven and the priesthood is identified.  “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God and they will reign on the earth.” The establishment of the priesthood goes on forever; here on earth and at Jesus’ return, we will reign with Him on earth.  Romans 8:38-39 gives us the security that there is nothing on earth or in the heavenlies that could separate us from Jesus, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus.”    

 Focus questions: 

1) What 3 words would you use to describe your relationship with God?

2) List several attributes of the beauty of the the Lord. Tell Him how beautiful He is.  “One thing I ask of the Lord, this one thing I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek Him in His temple,” Psalm 27:4 
3) Imagine how your day might be different if you really believed your Dad was the King of the universe.  What would you say and do?

