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Session 1: Partakers of a Royal Priesthood

 Scripture describes men and women of God who took hold of the positions of influence that had been offered to them and recognized that God was strategically placing them there.  Their greatness was not for their own benefit, but to give the world a taste of the Kingdom of God.
This 1st session, we are going to look at the reality that we are partakers of a royal priesthood~ God has invited us in a relationship with Him~ a people marked by the Presence of God.   

Exodus 19:6, “…you will be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation…”

I. 4 Distinctives:
The priests of the Old Testament had two roles:  1) to minister to the Lord in the Tabernacle and 2) to intercede for the people (the priest was the mediator). We will take a look back to the establishment of the priesthood and how that relates to us as the royal priesthood of believers: 

A. Calling~ 
Old Covenant ~ Aaron & his descendents only (Exodus 28:1)
New Covenant~ Every believer is called to be a priest.  We want to be motivated by passion more than duty.  

B. Service~ LOVE GOD & LOVE OTHERS 

 #1 priority in service: To serve the living God in the Tabernacle~ that is our first responsibility.

This is the top priority of our lives…to love God and minister to Him. 

Psalm 27:4
Inner court ministry time ~ M2J does this so well and trains us to establish this in our own secret place time

#2 priority in service:  The priest was the mediator between God and man, so not only did the priest minister to the Lord, he also had the duties of mediating between God and man.  
Numbers 6:22-27 
C. Inheritance~ The priests belonged to God.  And God was their share.  

Understanding our inheritance begins with discovering the deeper purpose of our salvation.  We have the legal standing to God as His sons and daughters and that gives us our inheritance.  

John 1:12-13 
Romans 8:15-17 
Those words prophesy our potential which we must pursue our entire lives.  God intends to establish His Kingdom on the earth by co-laboring with His children.  Our inheritance is that of royalty.  
D. Security~ Exodus 28:43b says, “This is to be a lasting ordinance for Aaron and his descendants.”  Aaron and his descendants had complete assurance that their position would not be taken away.  
Hebrews 7:24 says that because Jesus lives forever, His priesthood is permanent. 
In Revelation 5:10, “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God and they will reign on the earth.” 
 Focus questions: 

1) What 3 words would you use to describe your relationship with God?

2) List several attributes of the beauty of the the Lord. Tell Him how beautiful He is.  “One thing I ask of the Lord, this one thing I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek Him in His temple,” Psalm 27:4 
3) Imagine how your day might be different if you really believed your Dad was the King of the universe.  What would you say and do?
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