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Eyes Like Blazing Fire: Discovering the Beauty of Jesus


Jesus is…Worthy!
Revelation 5:9-10 “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God and they will reign on the earth.”  
I. Introduction~ The scene in Heaven

A.  Read Revelation 4:3-8; Before Jesus shows John what must soon take place (which could cause fear), He shows John the throne room of heaven~ showing John the beauty realm of God and those who serve Him.  What peace this would bring as Jesus begins to take the scroll and open the seals…
1. The beauty of God’s person (vs. 3) 

a. He is enthroned in the center of the universe; He is absolutely in control; God is always seated on the throne~ enthroned in sovereignty

b. Clothed in light and beauty (jasper=1st stone in the breastplate & carnelian=last stone in the breastplate) Exodus 28:17-21~ He carries our name to the throne room; city wall in the New Jerusalem is made of Jasper and the 1st foundation in the city is Jasper. 
c. His love is seen as the throne is surrounded by a rainbow (a sign of His covenant to mankind).  He carries the love He has for us with Him upon the throne.

2. The beauty of God’s partners~ leadership in heaven (vs. 4)
a. He is surrounded by 24 elders wearing crowns (represents authority); dressed in the clothing of the priests

b. The Church is partnering with God in leadership; we are to rule and reign because of whose we are

c. In David’s tabernacle, 24 levites and priests served God

3. The beauty of God’s power (vs. 5)

a. Manifestations of His power is seen~ lightning, thunder & voices ; there is activity coming from the throne; He imparts His power to His people

4. The beauty of God’s presence (vs. 5b-7)
a. Flames of lamps burning manifestation of God’s presence; His passion & fire 

b. Seraphim/Living Creatures (the “burning ones”); they live near to the Lord; have 6 wings and covered with eyes (watching to serve Him); each one of the Gospels describes Jesus this way (each one of these creatures look like Jesus)

1. 1st living creature was like a lion~ Matthew portrays Jesus as King of the Jews; Messiah

2. 2nd living creature was like an ox~ Mark portrays Jesus as a servant

3. 3rd living creature was like a man~ Luke portrays Jesus as the son of Adam

4. 4th living creature was like a flying eagle~ John speaks of Jesus with a heavenly origin

c. Sea of glass~ purity; clear as crystal; cleansed and pure; like a mirror reflecting Jesus

B. The response of those in the throne room ~ PRAISE!  (Rev. 4:8b-11)

1. Continuous praise; uninterrupted; God is infinitely superior to everything; the elders and the Living Creatures offer thanksgiving “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” You have transcendent beauty!!
II. Who is worthy to open the scroll? (Rev. 5:1-6)
A. (vs. 1) The scroll (in the right hand of God) is the title deed of planet earth and the action plan to cleanse the earth & prepare the church

1. Scroll~ In the days in which this was written, books were written on papyrus paper that was rolled up.  If the content was official, it was sealed by the seal of the one with that authority.  Only someone who met the requirements written on the outside of the scroll would be found worthy to unseal & read the scroll; as the scroll is unrolled, after the outer seal is broken, nothing written in an inner sealed portion can be seen
2. Did the King of Kings seal it Himself?  

B. “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” (vs. 3-4) 

1. The angel poses the question to emphasize the point that there is no one worthy (Romans 3:23)

2. There is no one worthy found in heaven, on earth or under the earth who has wisdom to execute judgment

a. John wept realizing that the righteous would not be vindicated; the end cannot come if there is no one worthy

C. The worthy One (vs. 5-6)

1. Christ proved Himself worthy by living a perfect life of obedient to God, dying on the cross to pay the penalty for the sins of the world and rising from the dead to demonstrate His power and authority over evil and death.  Only Christ conquered sin, hell and satan himself, so only he can set in motion the forces that will bring about the final destruction of all evil.

2. Jesus is the only one found worthy; the only Man with wisdom, love, humility & power to open the seals

3. “the lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has triumphed” He is able to open the scroll & its seven seals

a. A man who has the personality of a lion (fearless & fierce)

b. Genesis 49:9-10 (tribe of Judah)
c. Isaiah 11:1-5 prophesied that Judah, the royal line of David, would be like a tree chopped down to a stump, but from that stump a new shoot would grow~ the Messiah~ would bear much fruit; the fulfillment of God’s promise that a descendant of David would rule forever

d. 2 Samuel 7:16 

4. When John turned, he saw a “lamb looking as if it had been slain standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders” (vs. 6)

a. Lamb= tender, gentle, humble

b. Jesus is in the center of all the universe; all power and authority are His

III. Jesus takes the scroll (vs. 7)
A. “He came and took the scroll from the right hand of Him who sat on the throne” (vs. 7)

1. Jesus is the only Man with the ability to govern the whole world~ The Father hands Him the scroll
2. Jesus accepts the responsibility to cleanse and rule the earth

3. No words spoken; no words are needed

4. What did the eyes say to one another?  “It’s time” or “I’ve waited long enough” or…

5. Jesus has the fierceness & fearlessness of a lion and the tenderness & humbleness of a lamb

IV. Jesus is worthy! (vs. 8-10)
A. “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 
1. Revelation 5 gives us insight into the Father’s plan to exalt Jesus as a human king over all the earth.  Jesus is coming as King to take over the nations ~ that is one of the main themes of Revelation (Rev. 1:7)

a. Phil. 2:8-10 (The Father promised to exalt Jesus because of His faithfulness in His humanity).

2. God gave dominion (authority) of the earth to Adam as a representative of the human race as an eternal stewardship.  

a. Genesis 1:28 “God blessed them and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’”

3. God will never take back the leadership of the earth from human.  To reverse this decision would be injustice and failure to keep His word.
a. “The heavens, even the heavens, are the Lord’s; But the earth He has given to the children of men.”  Psalm 115:16  (This is a decree that God established)

b. By sinning, Adam forfeited his authority to Satan (Gen. 3; Luke 4:6). so Jesus came to win back the dominion of the earth given to humans.  Jesus, as the last Adam, won the rights to the dominion of the earth.

1. Luke 4:5-6 “The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.  And he said to him, ‘I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.  So if you worship me, it will all be yours.’”

2. Jesus, being fully God, yet laying down his God-ness and making His way to the cross bought man back to Himself.  He lived in perfect love, humility, and righteousness to qualify to bear God’s wrath. Jesus lived dependent on the anointing of the Holy Spirit (for 33 years on the earth, He lived in dependence on the Spirit as a man; He waited on the Father in prayer and obedience for Him to release the Spirit every time/every decision.
c. By Jesus taking the scroll, he is accepting the responsibility and He will use us to partner with Him (that we would begin to walk in the dominion and authority that has been bought back (redeemed) for us!  We will be part of this reality!
V. A-R-K

A. Agreement~ “I agree Jesus that You are worthy.  You are worth it!  You alone have the power, love and purity to rule and reign in righteousness. You are the One who is found worthy to take the scroll and open its seals.  I trust You in all of it Jesus.”
B. Revelation~ “Holy Spirit, would You reveal Jesus to me as the Worthy One.  Lead me into all truth concerning this description of Jesus.  I want to know You more and more as the Worthy One.  That I would only ascribe worth to YOU!”

C. Keep the prophecy~ “I commit to declare that Jesus alone is Worthy.  I agree with the song sung of you (vs. 8-10) and may it be Lord that I sing a new song of Your worthiness.”
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