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Eyes Like Blazing Fire:  Discovering the Beauty of Jesus


Jesus is…The Overcomer!
“To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.”  Revelation 3:21
We have discovered the beauty of Jesus as...the Faithful Witness.  He is the victorious warrior whose name is “Faithful and True”~ we can trust Him.  He is the Firstborn from the Dead.  The heir to the Father’s inheritance and is the One who has the authority and all power~ to bring me into the place of favor with God.  Jesus is the Ruler of the Kings of the earth.  When He returns to earth, He will come as “King of Kings and Lord of Lords”.  He is the Glorious King.  And Jesus is the Great High Priest, who makes a way for us to encounter God’s heart.  He legally removes all hindrances to God, bringing us to God (forgiven and purified).  Jesus gives us access to God’s throne.   Jesus is the Pure One and He makes us pure and has eyes that burn like fire.  As we allow His fire to manifest in our lives and His eyes to pierce us with His love and holiness, we will have a deeper intimacy and an increased reverence for the Lord.  Jesus, the Living One, who is the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End, the Alpha and Omega, the one who is, who was and who is to come…This Creator God who is all-knowing (omniscient), all-present (omnipresent) and all-powerful (omnipotent).  His power can never be increased for He possesses all power! He is the source of all power.  There is nothing made that He did not create.  He is the uncreated God~ He has always been and He will always be.  He is Alive.
And He set His heart on us.  “what is man that you are mindful of him.” (Hebrews 2:6)  We are His desire.  We are His inheritance.  What did Jesus overcome?  He overcame sin and death, because He loves us so… He is enraptured by our beauty.  We are His chosen one~ to be His bride.  And He chose us from before the foundations of the world (Ephesians 1:4)!  There is nothing we could ever do to earn this amazing love from Him.  And there is nothing we could ever do make Him love us more (or less).  The Kim Walker song rings through my head, “He loves us….Oh how He loves us…”
“He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive Him.  YET to all who received him, to those who believed in His name, he gave the right to become children of God~ children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of the ONE and ONLY, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:10-14

He is the OVERCOMER!  God clothed himself as a man for the sole purpose to set us free to love Him~ That we would become the righteousness of God (2 Cor. 5:21).
I.  What did He endure (PHYSICALLY):
A. The pain of the cross and the shame of the cross ~ 
1. Hebrews 12:2 “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
2. Mark 10:32-34

3. Luke 22:39-44

4. Matthew 26:62-68

5. Matthew 27:27-31

6. Matthew 27:35-54
7. Isaiah 52:14 “…his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred beyond any human likeness.”
8. Isaiah 53:3-5 

II. What did He endure (SPIRITUALLY):

A. Darkness came over the land (on all levels~ body, soul, spirit); darkness is separation from the light; darkness represents judgment (in Egypt, the plague of darkness was for the rebellion and sin of that nation); Jesus took the punishment

1. Nakedness before the Father~ He became sin for you & me 

a. 2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us…” Jesus became a thief, a murderer, a liar, an adulterer, a rapist, idolater, full of rage, lust, slander, witchcraft, pride, etc.) ~ he became sin

2. Darkness before the Father ~ God pouring out His wrath (upon His son)

a. Judgment of God on Jesus that should’ve been ours (all of the sin of every generation/every nation/every culture/every person)

b. Jesus was so sensitive to sin because he didn’t know sin

c. Jesus knows what it feels like to be guilty of all sin because it was laid upon Him

3. Loneliness ~ 1st time in all eternity He was separated by His Father

a. He cries out, “My God, My God why have you forsaken me?” 

III.  Jesus, the Overcomer~ “huper niko” meaning:  to subdue and rule; to dominate; to conquer; to reign supreme!  Jesus didn’t stay in the grave!  In every account~ Matthew, Mark, Luke & John ~ HE AROSE!  HE IS ALIVE!  
A. Matthew 27:63-66 ~ The tomb is made secure (Greek word, “sphragidzeo”= legal seal to authenticate that the sealed item had been properly inspected before sealing and all contents were in order) and a guard was placed at the entrance to the tomb (Greek word for guard is “coustodia”=a group of 4 Roman soldiers whose shift changed every 3 hours; the changing shifts assured that the tomb was guarded 24/7)
B. Matthew 28:1-10 ~ Jesus is not dead!  He is alive, just as He said!

C. Colossians 2:15 “And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.”

1.disarmed the powers= Greek word is “apekduomai” meaning to literally strip the weapons and artillery from the enemy; it is stripping the enemy of all that he is; power is completely taken away; Jesus plundered the enemy

2. public spectacle= to boldly and publicly display or expose

3. triumphing= “triambeuo” meaning a glorious triumphal parade

IV. We are to be OVERCOMERS ~ “huper niko” meaning:  to subdue and rule; to dominate; to conquer; to reign supreme!  

A. Romans 8:31-39 
1. God is for us!  Everything you need he will give you.  He did not spare His own son, Jesus.  His eyes are locked onto us; He is invested in us.  He has no plan B!

2. Jesus Himself is interceding on our behalf.  Jesus is talking to God right now about every detail of your life/of my life.

a. Divinity and humanity collided together and He knows what we are going through; He has experienced it.

b. What are our chances of winning when our Savior is constantly praying for us?

3. We cannot be separated from His love. Nothing can separate us from HIM!  

B. I John 4:4 “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them,, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”
C. I John 5:3-5 “This is love for God; to obey His commands.  And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the world.  This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.  Who is it that overcomes the world?  Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”
V. The 7 churches~ Called to be overcomers:  (Rev. 12:11)
*Which church are you a “member” of?  

1. Ephesus~ A call to return to their first love, Jesus.  Ephesus had been a brightly burning lampstand.  But, in the midst of their “work”, they lost their “worship” (love).  The path to overcoming was: 1) remember from where they had fallen, 2) repent (change direction), 3) do the deeds they did at first.  Promise:  To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God ( eternal life with God)
2. Smyrna~ A call to faithfulness in suffering.  Smyrna was a large & prosperous city that had a fanatical loyalty to Rome.  The highest form of worship was worshipping the Roman Emperor, and the church was persecuted severely for not worshipping him.  The path to overcoming was:  1) endure through suffering. Even if you die, you live.  Promise:  To him who overcomes, I will give you the crown of life (eternal life)
3. Pergamum or Pergamos~ A call to overcome compromise.  This city was a center of paganism. Zeus’ temple was the striking feature in Pergamum (the Acropolis).  There were false teachers who perverted the idea of freedom in Christ and many had been seduced by this teaching and joined in pagan feasts.  The path to overcoming was:  1) Repent from compromise (tolerating immorality and idolatry).  Promise:  To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna.  I will also give him a white stone with a new name on it. (Word of God by the Spirit~ rhema, priestly revelation & insight)
4. Thyatira~ A call to no longer tolerate immorality.  This city was known for its purple dyes and fabrics.  It was home to corporate guilds of potters, tanners, weavers, dyers and robe makers.  To hold membership in these guilds, it was necessary to feast at the temple of Apollo. Dinners were followed by orgies.  Main issue with the church in Thyatira was that a false prophetess influenced the church and justified the practice of fornication, idol worship and eating of meat sacrificed to idols.  Behind the practices was the spirit of Jezebel.  The path to overcoming was: HOLD fast until I come.  Stop tolerating Jezebel.  Promise: To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations.  I will also give him the morning star. (power over nations and Light)
a. Jezebel spirit: 1) seeks to draw God’s people into false religion; 2) operates through control, false teaching, manipulation and intimidation; 3) often identifies itself as a defender of the faith and promotes false prophets, 4) opposes the Holy Spirit and all of His manifestations, 5) hates the true prophetic word and persecutes God’s prophets, 6) mean; shows no mercy
5. Sardis~ A call to overcome spiritual deadness.  Sardis was one of the most pleasant places to live in the ancient world.  Life was easy in Sardis.  It was a center of worldwide trade and one of the most affluent cities in the world.  Sardis had a reputation for materialism and decadence.  The church was comfortable too.  Their hearts were captured by the affluence of the city in which they lived. Jesus had nothing nice to say to them.  This church, as a whole wasn’t doing anything right!  The path to overcoming was: 1) Wake up!  2) Repent, 3) Pray & obey!  Promise:  He who overcomes will be clothed in white garments and his name will not be blotted out, but will be acknowledged before God.  (ministry of the priests)
6. Philadelphia~ A call to continue to be faithful. The city was located on the royal road, the main east-west trade route into the interior of Asia.  Because of this, it was built as a missionary city.  Through the shakings (physically of an earthquake) and spiritually of suffering, the church would begin to fulfill its destiny of being a “gateway to the world”.  Philadelphia became a gateway city for the gospel.  Missionaries went out on the Royal Road that ran through Philadelphia and established churches in Persia, India, even as far as China. The path to overcoming was:  You have patiently endured, I am giving you an open door.  Promise:  To him who overcomes, he will be a pillar in the temple of my God, and that they will never have to leave it.  Jesus will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God and Jesus’ new name. (stability, permanent position)
7. Laodecea~ A call to overcome lukewarmness.  The city had a profitable business from the production of textiles and wool cloth and had an important banking industry; there was also a medical school where eye-salve was developed and produced.  The city was the end point of several aquaducts which made the water lukewarm by the time it reached Laodecia.  And, Jesus can’t even get in to this church (the door is shut).  This church was indifferent to the One who gave His life for them.  His warning is stern:  “I will vomit you out of my mouth.”  Rev. 3:16).  The path for overcoming was:  Repent!  See me as your source.  The promise:  To him who overcomes, Jesus will give the right to sit with Him on His throne (sovereignty)
VI. A-R-K

A. Agreement ~ “I agree Jesus that You have overcome!  You did subdue and rule. You dominate. You have conquered.  You reign supreme!”
B. Revelation~ “Holy Spirit, would You reveal Jesus to me as the Overcomer.  Lead me into all truth concerning Jesus as the One who reigns supreme.”

C. Keep the prophecy~ “I commit to declare that Jesus is the Overcomer.  And I will overcome because He overcame.  I am more than a conqueror in Christ Jesus.”
