THE WELL MINISTRY
Eyes Like Blazing Fire:  Discovering the Beauty of Jesus


Jesus is…the Loving Lamb!  
“In a loud voice they sang, ‘Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!’”  Revelation 5:12

I.  Introduction~ A quick history into the Passover Lamb
A.  Read Exodus 12:1-13 (Feast of Passover)
1.The plagues that God sent upon the land of Egypt was “against all the gods of Egypt” (Ex. 12:12).  

What happened:                                               Judgment on the god of:

	1. Plague of blood~Exodus 7:14-24

*Nile turned to blood by the staff striking the water; all fish died; no one could drink the water (which was life to the Egyptians).  *Water=Life

*God showing He had the power over all


	1. Nile was the life of the Egyptian culture.   The god Khnum was the guardian of the Nile.  Hapi was the “spirit of the Nile”. Osiris was the god of the underworld (Egyptians believed the Nile was his bloodstream).  Nu was the god of life in the Nile.  Egyptians considered the Nile sacred.

	2..Plague of frogs~Exodus 8:1-15

*Frogs everywhere—in the water, land, in homes, bedrooms, etc.

*Frogs died in the houses, in the courtyards and the fields.  They were piled in heaps!  
	2.  The frog was considered the goddess Heqt, the wife of the creator of the world. Heqt is always shown with the head & body of a frog.  Frogs were so sacred that even killing one by accident was punishable by death!

	3..Plague of lice (flees/gnats)~ Exodus 8:16-19

*”Kinnim” is the Hebrew word; it comes from a root word meaning “to dig”.  It is probable that this insect would dig under the skin

*this plague the demonic magic could not duplicate, because the enemy cannot create life; only destroy it
	3.  Geb was the god of the earth (soil); the Egyptians gave offerings to Geb for the bounty of the soil & here a plague from “the dust of the soil” 

	4. Plague of flies/insects ~ Exodus 8:20-32

*this is the first plague where God made a distinction between the Israelites and the Egyptians

*some scholars believe this was swarms of beetles (the scarab beetle is a dung beetle that feeds on dung in the field & are more destructive than termites); other scholars believe it was the blood-sucking gadfly (which was responsible for much blindness in the land)
	4.  Amon-Ra, the creator and king of the gods had the head of a beetle; the Egyptians pictured this god as a scarab beetle pushing a round ball of dung (representing the sun) in front of it

 

	5.  Plague on livestock ~ Exodus 9:1-7

*this plague was against all domesticated animals

*horses and cattle were sacred to the Egyptians


	5.  The god Apis was represented as a bull and had been worshipped in Egypt since 3,000 BC; the Apis bull supposedly had the power of prophecy.  Hathor was the cow-headed goddess of the desert (the symbolic mother of Pharaoh)

	6.  Plague of boils ~ Exodus 9:8-12

*this plague was probably a skin anthrax, a black abscess that develops into a puss; this was always accompanied by painful boils that affected the knees, legs and soles of the feet
	6. The god of medicine was Imhotepi; the god in charge of healing was Serapis

	7.  Plague of hail ~ Exodus 9:13-35

*a very unusual occurrence, for the region around Cairo normally receives only 2 inches of rain/year.

*flax & barley crops were destroyed, so this took place around January

8. Plague of locusts ~

 Exodus 10:1-20

*In ancient times, locusts could destroy an entire village food supply in a matter of minutes
	7. Nut-- sky goddess (picture is that of a woman resting on hands and feet, her body forming an arch, representing the sky; her limbs are the pillars on which the sky rested).  Shu was the wind god, Seth was the protector of the crops                    8.  Nepri was the god of grain, Ermutet was the goddess of childbirth and crops, Thermuthis the goddess of fertility and harvest                      

	9. Plague of darkness ~ Exodus 10:21-29 

*darkness came with NO light to see at all; for 3 days darkness lay on the land of Egypt
	9. Amon-Ra was considered one of the greatest blessings in all the land of Egypt.   Ptah, the chief god of Memphis, the one who created the moon, the sun and the earth.  Tem was the god of the sunset.  Shu was the god of sunlight and air

	10. Plague on the firstborn ~ Exodus 11:1-12:30

*this plague showed the inability of all the gods of Egypt to protect their subjects.

*Firstborn was not only an heir of a double-portion of his father’s inheritance, but represented special qualities of life; a major portion of a family would be inherited by the firstborn son 

*Israelites placed the blood of the lamb over the doorposts of their homes, so the angel of death would “Passover”; the redemptive power of the blood saved the firstborn son in each Hebrew household; 
	10.  Meskhened, the goddess who presided at the birth of a child; Isis, the god of fertility; Selket, the guardian of life; Renenutet was the cobra-goddess and guardian of Pharaoh

	
	


Where were the gods of Egypt as the Lord God Almighty was showing His power with his mighty hand?  Where were they?  Why did they remain silent?  How would the people of Egypt have responded to their gods?  What were they thinking as God showed His power over and over?

Exodus 12:12 “…and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt.  I am the Lord.”  

 “…commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, because the Lord brought you out of it with a mighty hand.”  (Ex. 13:3)
Only the children of Israel would escape this final plague by obeying what God would tell them to do.  If they obeyed God, He would pass over their house.  This feast is a reminder of God’s rescue of His people Israel when He passed over their houses and let their children live.  It’s also a reminder of how God delivered His people from Pharoah and their slavery.  
As recorded in Exodus 12:8, God required three symbolic foods to be eaten that Passover night: the lamb, matzah (unleavened bread), and bitter herbs (called "maror" in Hebrew). The sacrifice was to be a young lamb, depicting innocence. It was to be roasted with fire portraying the judgment that would befall it instead of their own firstborn. Matzah was to be eaten symbolizing the purity of the sacrifice since leaven, with its souring characteristic, was often a symbol of sin (I Corinthians 5:6-8). In addition, bitter herbs were to be eaten as a reminder of the suffering of the lamb.
New Beginnings:
Passover was also the celebration of Israel's birth as a nation. Prior to this God had dealt with individuals and families, but now He was to enter into a special relationship with Israel as a national entity. Their departure from Egypt allowed them the autonomy and divine leadership needed for the formation of this national identity. As the sons of Israel crossed the sea and left Northern Africa for Sinai, they were leaving one sphere of existence for another (antitypical fulfillment: Col. 1:13; John 5:24).

Centrality of the Lamb:
The center of attention throughout this feast is undoubtedly the unblemished lamb that would be with the family for a little over three days, and then killed and its blood applied to the doorposts of the house. This foreshadows the death of Christ on the cross (which occurred concurrently with the slaughter of the lambs in the Temple). The New Testament alludes to Christ in Passover language so as to make the connection all but unmistakable:
	 Exodus 12
	New Testament

	"Go and take for yourselves lambs according to your families, and slay the Passover (lamb)." (Exodus 12:21)
	"For Christ our Passover has been sacrificed." (1 Corinthians 5:7)

	"Your lamb shall be an unblemished male" (Exodus 12:5)
	"but the precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, (the blood) of Christ." (1 Peter 1:19)


 

There are many points of resemblance between the Passover lambs and the Lamb of God:

1. An innocent, unblemished lamb had to die to secure redemption and avert God's judgment (death of the firstborn male). 

2. The lamb was to appear at the house on the 10th (corresponding to the triumphal entry of Christ), and then be killed between the 14th and 15th (corresponding to the day and time when Christ sacrificed). 

3. The blood of the lamb had to be applied to be rendered effectual (faith was required). 

4. The lamb was to be roasted. 

5. It was to be eaten as food. 

6. No bone was to be broken. 

Christ, the One Who Brought Israel Out of Egypt
It is important to realize that according to Judges 2:1, it was Christ, the preincarnate "Angel of YHWH', who Himself brought the children of Israel out of Egypt in the passover:

Then the Angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said: "I led you up from Egypt and brought you to the land of which I swore to your fathers; and I said, `I will never break My covenant with you. (Judges 2:1, NKJV).

How ironic that the Jewish leaders in John 11:47-57 were seeking to kill Jesus while preparing to celebrate the very deliverance that He Himself brought!
 I Corinthians 5:7 says that Jesus is our Passover Lamb

Isaiah 53:7 “He was led like a lamb to the slaughter…”
John 1:29 “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”

The year of Jesus’ crucifixion:  2 million Jews were in Jerusalem for the Feast of Passover and 250,000 lambs were slain during the Passover. 

Jesus was crucified on the very day of Passover at twilight when all the Passover lambs were being slain for the feast.  Jesus is the perfect, unblemished Lamb of God sacrificed so we may have life.  The shedding of His blood washed us clean.  We stand under the blood, just as the Israelites placed the blood over the doorframes of their homes…Our Passover Lamb is not a dead lamb, He is alive!  He conquered sin and  hell and satan himself!  Because He is alive, we will live forever with HIM.  Death has NO hold on us!
Jesus’ resurrection occurred on the Feast of First Fruits (which was part of the Passover Feast).  Leviticus 23:9-14 gives info on the Feast of the First Fruits.  I Corinthians 15:20-23 tells us that Jesus is the first fruits of the dead…The very day that the Jews were celebrating the Feast of First Fruits, Jesus (the first fruit) had risen!  We have the promise that we will rise too!
II.  Jesus, the Lamb in the center of the throne

A. Revelation 7:9-17
· Vs. 9 “After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb.  They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.”  ~ these are those who are part of the new song to the Lord (Rev. 5:9); in the priests clothing; palm branches represent victory (In John 12:13, the crowds waved palm branches and cried out “Hosanna” (in Hebrew), which was the verse Psalm 118:25 “Oh Lord, save us”!)

· Vs. 10 “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb.”  (this is the song of men; only people can experience salvation through Jesus

· Vs. 11 “All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures.  They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshipped God,” ~ the throne is the center of all activity in the universe!

· Vs. 15 “…and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.” ~ complete protection and provision; Ruth 3:9 and Is. 40:22

· Vs. 17 “For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd…”~ Ancient kings often referred to themselves as the shepherds of their people; John 10:11,14 (Jesus is the good shepherd); Hebrews 13:20; I Peter 5:4
B. Jesus is worshipped~ He is unsurpassed in praise (Rev. 5:8-14)
1. There is joy unspeakable!

2. The living creatures and the elders sang a new song about the worthiness of Christ to rule and reign
a. Harp:  Ps. 137:1-4 (The Israelites had hung up their harps, which represent worship); we see those around the throne with a harp (worship).  What keeps you from worshiping?  Is there a circumstance or relationship where you too, like the Israelites have “hung up your harp”?  We have studied throughout this survey of Jesus that HE IS WORTHY!  He alone is the ONE who is to be praised.  He is the Overcomer! He has conquered the enemy, so there is no situation or relationship in which we should “give up” or “hang up our harp” (stop worshiping).

b. Bowl:  Ps. 141:1-2 Prayers of the saints (bowls of incense that the elders & living creatures are holding)…there is a tipping point when those bowls of incense will be poured out upon the earth (Rev. 8:1-5) 
c. Angels numbering thousands times thousands (Hebrews 12:22 “But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God.  You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly…”(probably billions of angels join in the singing encircling the Lamb)
1. The Lamb is worthy to receive:

· Power~ Political; all power; Jesus will receive governmental leadership over all nations

· Wealth (riches)~ Financial; All riches & abundance (all money will be under Jesus’ leadership
· Wisdom ~ Intellectual; Jesus will replace every gov’t on earth with perfect laws and new leadership, along with restoring every sphere (political, economic, family, education, media, technology, environment, agriculture, social institutions, etc.) ~ all will be under His perfect leadership
· Strength~ Emotional; Jesus is strong in righteousness, kindness, humility (perfect leadership because of His tenderness)

· Glory~ Spiritual; All will boast in Jesus with loving delight and joyful trust.  Paul glorified in Christ (Phil. 3:3). Children glory in their father (Prov. 17:6).  We will glory in God’s name (Ps. 105:3, 43:4).  We will boast in His glory & He will get the glory from all nations.

· Honor~ Relational; Jesus will be respected greatly and listened to in all nations.  To publicly esteem by showing unusual respect to one with superior understanding and to listen to their words with reverence. (to revere, to honor, to esteem)
· Blessing~ Social; all will fully cooperate with His leadership, resulting in the mightiest force in history.  The nations will bless all of His plans and policies.  They will agree and cooperate with them.

· I Corinthians 15:24-28
d. Crescendo of Praise! John “heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea and all that is in them” join in the singing to the Lamb! The celebration of salvation! What a sound that would be!  

1. Birds, fish, animals, trees, sun, stars, moon, insects, people, etc….celebrating the Lamb!

III. A-R-K

A.  Agreement~ “I agree Jesus that You are worthy to receive all praise.  You are the Lamb who was slain for the sins of the whole world.  You redeemed us back to Yourself.”

B. Revelation~ “Holy Spirit, would You reveal Jesus to me as the Loving Lamb.  Lead me into all truth concerning this description of Jesus.  I want to know You as the Loving Lamb.  I want deeper revelation to this reality.”

C. Keep the Prophecy~ “I commit to declare that You are the only One worthy to receive power, wealth, wisdom, strength, glory, honor and praise!  I join with the celebration of salvation with all creation!”
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