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Eyes Like Blazing Fire:  Discovering the Beauty of Jesus


Jesus is…The LIVING ONE!

Revelation 1:17-18 “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.  Then he placed his right hand on me and said:  ‘Do not be afraid.  I am the First and the Last.  I am the Living One.  I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever!  And I hold the keys of death and Hades.’”
Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Revelation 22:13 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”

In the last book of the Bible, Jesus reveals himself as Alpha and Omega, First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.   The book of Revelation opens this way (1:8) and ends this way (22:13).  He was present at the Creation of the world and He will be present at its end, when He and His work are finally and fully revealed.  He is the One who was, the One who is and the One who is to come~ THE LIVING ONE.  

I.  The LIVING ONE:  He is not a dead idol, but alive and always with His people, every moment, in control of all things.  

1. Isaiah 46:4-10  (I am God, there is no other)
2. Isaiah 44:6 (I am the first and the last)

3. Isaiah 41:4

4. Isaiah 48:12-13

II.  Alpha and Omega ~ Alpha & Omega are used only 3x in the Bible and all three times are in the book of Revelation, so we know that when something is repeated, we need to pay attention.  John was writing to an audience that would speak this language (Greek), so we see the Greek alphabet letters used.  Alpha is the beginning of the alphabet and Omega is the last letter of the Greek alphabet.  For us this is the A-Z (the knowing of all in-between); He is absolute completeness~ complete in love, complete in power, complete in wisdom, complete in God-ness.

1. In our weakness, He is the ALL in ALL

2. He is sovereign Lord over everything in existence and over all events of history

3. He in infinitely superior to what exists; what we see

4. He is the uncreated God ~ He has no beginning and no end.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever (Heb.13:8)
a. All-knowing (omniscent)

b. All-present (omnipresent)

c. All-power (omnipotent) ~ His power can never be increased for He possesses all power!  Nothing that anyone on earth can do to stop what Jesus will accomplish (Rev. 19:6, “Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 
‘Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns’”) ~Lord God Almighty describes His absolute sovereignty
5. He is the A-Z for all my life and destiny; we need not fear anything.  (WHEN WE GET THIS, IT WILL CHANGE HOW WE VIEW OUR CIRCUMSTANCES.)

6. He is self-sufficient, self-existent, self-caused (HE is the source of all)

III.  Beginning and the End~ Revelation 3:14 says, “These are the words of the Amen (the last Word), the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation.”

1. Beginning (Alpha)

a. He is the source of the power that was used in creation.  (Colossians 1:16-18)
b. There is nothing made that He did not create
c. John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.  Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made.”
d. “INDESCRIBABLE” ~  Genesis 1:1 God created the heavens and the earth
· Sun~ 93 million miles from earth; it is one of the billions of stars in our galaxy; 1 million earths would fit into the space of our sun; the energy released from the sun is the equivalent of 100 billion hydrogen bombs exploding every second; temp on the sun’s surface is 10,000 degrees and the core of the sun reaches 2 million degrees; takes 8 minutes for a beam of light to reach earth
· Light ~ travels 186,000 miles/sec.  What was it like when light came forth from the mouth of God when He spoke the words, “Let there be light…”?

· Milky Way galaxy~ we need light years as the measurement to travel through our galaxy (light travels 5.88 trillion miles/year); there are up to 100 billion stars in our galaxy (if we start counting the stars in our galaxy, 1/second, it would take over 2,000 years to count them all); Psalm 19:1-4 “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night hey display knowledge.  There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.  Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.  In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun.”; Psalm 147:4 “He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name.  Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.”
· Pictures in the Universe book of Pleiades (Job 38:31 “Can you bind the beautiful Pleiades?  Can you loose the cords of Orion?  Can you bring forth the constellations in their seasons or lead ou the Bear with its cubs?  Do you know the laws of the heavens?  Can you set up God’s dominion on the earth?”; Job 9:9 and Amos 5:7-9 also about Pleiades; Hour Glass Nebula (a dying star); Sombrero galaxy (28 million light years out; it is 50,000 light years across; Whirlpool galaxy (31 million light years away; made up of 300-500 billion stars)


2. End (Omega)

a.  He will bring natural history to the end (completion); As Omega He has the final authority over creation

b. Natural history will end with redemption or judgment

c. He guides our life to the fullness/completion

IV. First and the Last ~ Jesus is the one who was resurrected.  He was dead; he experienced physical death on the cross.  But now he is alive forever and ever.  Because Jesus rose from the dead, he can promise the same for all his people.  
a. He holds the keys of death and Hades (death=state, Hades=place).  Jesus holds the keys of authority…keys open doors, revealing what is behind them
b. In ancient days the key holders had high status in the community.  Christ alone has the ultimate authority over people’s lives and deaths. 
c. What comfort Jesus’ words would bring to John.  He Himself was saying, “I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys to death and Hades.”  Do not be afraid.   (Rev.1:17-18)  Jesus knew the suffering the church was experiencing.  He knew the comfort and confidence they would need…and this word is to us today.  Jesus is the ALPHA and the OMEGA, He is the BEGINNING and the END and He is the FIRST and the LAST.  He is the LIVING ONE.  In that He has all the POWER!  He is the source of all power.
V. A-R-K
a. Agreement~ “I agree Jesus that You are the Living One.  You are sovereign Lord over everything in existence.  You have all-power.  You are all-present all the time.  You are all-knowing. There is no God like our God.”
b. Revelation~ “Holy Spirit, would You reveal Jesus to me.  Lead me into all truth concerning Jesus as the Alpha and Omega.  Uncover that which is hidden in me, so my heart can rejoice and take courage that this is who You are.”
c. Keep the prophecy~ “I commit to declare that You alone are the Living God.  You are the One who holds the Universe and my life in Your hands.  You guide my life to complete fullness.”
