THE WELL MINISTRY

Eyes Like Blazing Fire:  Discovering the Beauty of Jesus


Jesus is…the Bridegroom King!
“ Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding supper of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.” Revelation 19:7
Choosing of the Bride:
I. The Shiddukhim~ arrangements preliminary to the Betrothal 

a. father of the groom usually selected a bride for his son (father/brother/friend of the bridegroom could all be part of the choosing of a bride)

1.  Biblical example:  Genesis 24:1-4 (Abraham makes arrangements for his son Isaac’s bride); Abraham designated a representative for the family (matchmaker)

2.  Much time went into the choosing of the bride; the choice not only affected the son (bridegroom), but the family name that was a treasured possession 

b. Father of the Groom~ we have been chosen (John 15:16)~ we were God’s choice as a bride for His son

1. He made this decision long before the foundation of the world:  Ephesians 1:4-5 “Long before he laid down the earth’s foundations, He had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of His love, to be made whole and holy by His love.  Long, long ago He decided to adopt us into His family through Jesus Christ.”  (Message) 

2.  God sent a matchmaker ~ the Holy Spirit to invite us to the relationship with Jesus

3.  We are all invited to be part of the bride, but few are chosen because we can reject the bridegroom’s invitation.  We have a choice (Matthew 32:1-14).

c. Bride price (Mohar) ~ 1st step toward Betrothal

1.  a gift paid by the groom to the bride’s family; it changed her status and set her free from her parent’s household

2.  Biblical example:  Isaac & Rebecca (Genesis 24:53); Jacob & his wives (Genesis 29: 27)

3.  Father of the groom and the bride’s parents would meet and discuss the Mohar.  Genesis 34:12, Exodus 22:17, I Samuel 18:25

a.  Mohar served as a down payment; to guarantee the groom’s desire to marry the bride

4.  it had to be sacrificial on the part of the young man; it was the Mohar that showed the young girl how much or how little her groom thought of her.  READ P. 61-62 in Shout of the Bridegroom

5.  After the Betrothal ceremony, the groom would send gifts to his bride throughout the betrothal time; she would look to those gifts to remind herself of the pledge he made to her.

6. Groom~ The Mohar (bride-price) that Jesus paid for us was the highest price, His life.  The value of the Mohar was determined by the worth of the bride & for us, the bride’s soiled condition, her unredeeming qualities pushed the bride’s price higher!  I Corinthians 6:19-20, I Peter 1:18-19

b.  Jesus offered the highest price, the shedding of his own blood to make us His own.  His desire for His bride made the bride-price worthwhile (Matt. 26:27-28)

c.  Jesus wants us to know how precious we are to Him

d. The Greek translation of the gifts that the groom would send to his bride during the betrothal period is the word “charismata”~ the same word to describe the gifts of the Holy Spirit which Jesus promises to us….this was the pledge of His return!

d. The Mikveh (ritual immersion)

1. to prepare for betrothal it was common for the bride & groom to separately take a ritual immersion; this was done prior to actually entering into the formal betrothal period

2. was symbolic of spiritual cleansing

3. Bridegroom and bride~ have undergone the waters of Mikveh or immersion; Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17) and Bride (Ephesians 5:26-27; I Corinthians 6:11)

Betrothal Ceremony

I. Eyrusin~ means Betrothal; this period also is called Kiddushim, meaning “sanctification” or “set apart”; this word really defines the purpose of the betrothal period~ it is a time in which the couple is to set aside to prepare themselves to enter into the covenant of marriage.  The idea carries with it that it is a total surrender to one’s Beloved.  The Jewish understanding of Betrothal is much stronger than our modern understanding of an engagement.  The betrothal was so binding that the couple would need a religious divorce in order to annul the contract (Deut. 24:1-4).  This option was only available to the husband, as the wife had no say in any divorce proceeding.  The betrothal could only be broken in the case of unfaithfulness.  (we see this in the case of Mary & Joseph~ Matthew 1:19).

a. After the couple had undergone the immersion, each separately, they would appear together under the Huppah (canopy) and in public they would express their intention of becoming betrothed.  This wedding canopy is a symbol of a new household being planned….Psalm 19:5.  While under the Huppah, the couple participated in a ceremony in which some items of value were exchanged (covenant) and a cup of wine was shared to seal the betrothal vows.  This period was to last for one year.  During this time the couple was considered married~ yet they did not have sexual intimacy~ and they continued to live apart until the end of the betrothal.

b. The cup & the contract~ 

“When the day arrived, the son & his family met at the bride’s home for a banquet.  A special cup was placed on the table.  It was not to be touched until the appointed hour.  When the appointed time came, the young man took out his written contract of betrothal (his covenant) and read the contents.  He promised to give his body to care for her, to protect her and honor her.  The father then took the cup, gave it to his son and asked him, “Can you drink this cup?”  He was asking if he would be able to live up to the promises he had just made…When the son drank from the cup, he was communicating his commitment to the covenant he had just read.  The father then handed the cup to the bride and if she drank it, she communicated to all present that she accepted the young man’s offer of marriage and accepted his gift for her.”  (article:  Betrothal:  The Intimacy of Communion
1.  The groom’s words remind me of what is written about husbands & wives (Eph. 5:25-28)…this covenant of love toward them

2. The Groom’s response:

a.  The cup—in the garden we see an interaction between Jesus & His Father where Jesus cries out, “Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”  Jesus was counting the cost of the covenant He was making.  The price was going to be great.  It would require a greater sacrifice than even he was sure he could give. But the Father had already chosen His bride & Jesus submitted to the will of His Father.

b.  When Jesus took up the cup and handed it to His disciples, they had been to enough betrothal ceremonies to know what He was doing.  The language & symbolism were all present at the Last Supper.  The bride price, “this is my body”; the cup of the covenant, “this cup is the new covenant in my blood which is poured out for you”; and the gifts, “I will ask the Father to give you”; it was all a part of how Jesus was revealing the passion that He had for them.  When they took the cup and drank it, they were saying that they accepted His betrothal to them and were setting themselves apart, for Him.

c. Jesus also said that he would not drink of this new covenant cup (contract of marriage) until the wedding feast (Revelation 19)

c. Preparations for the groom~ After the gifts were given and the contract                                & cup were accepted, the young man would make a speech:  “Now I go to prepare a place for you in my father’s house.  And I will come back to take you to be with me.” (John 14:2-3).  Jesus spoke these words to His disciples when they were troubled with His talk of leaving them.  

1. the groom would waste no time to go back to his father’s house to begin     the building of the bridal chamber; this construction usually took around a year; the bridal chamber was only complete when the father said is was finished.

2. the rabbi set forth that the place to which the bride was to be taken must be better than the place she had lived before

3.   the groom would send gifts to the bride during this year           betrothal~ to remind her of his love for her….the “charismata”.  Jesus has given us his pledge of his love for us, the Holy Spirit, a promise of love and that He will return for us.  

Our Beloved’s Response:  He is preparing a place for us in His father’s house!  He has given us the Holy Spirit, with all the gifts of the HS (as a deposit).  He is in love with His Bride and will come to receive her when His father says “Now’s the time! Go get your bride son!”

d. Preparations for the bride~ as the groom was constructing, the bride-to-be would get prepared; she wore a veil as soon as she was bretrothed (this meant that she was taken); this time period was a preparation period (much like that of Esther—Est. 2:12); she would gather her girlfriends around her & they would help her to prepare for the wedding (Ps. 45:9,14, SOS 1:5, 2:7, 3:5, 8:4) ; knowing it could be any day, the anxious bride would even dress in her  wedding garment, just to be sure she was ready!  She would be perfumed in the fragrances of myrrh, aloes & cassia (Ps. 45:8) and she would be wearing jewelry.  Her hair would be braided, interweaving with jewels if possible.  

1.  part of the preparation was sewing the dress she would wear (Revelation 19:8 tells us of our wedding garment)~ 

The Bride’s response:  use this betrothal period to prepare for your coming Groom.  Be ready; awaiting His arrival!  How do we prepare?  Repentance, humility, prayer, worship, lifestyle, honoring and loving her Bridgroom more than anything else, keeping our covenant promises.  We need to know the desire of the bridegroom~ Esther asking Heggai all about the King (her groom)~ what does He desire?

The Wedding

I. The final step in the wedding process is called, NISSUIN, which means “to carry”.  This is a graphic description, for the bride would be waiting for her groom to come to carry her off to her new home.  The period of betrothal was a great time of anticipation.  

a. The groom’s goal was to be unexpected on the arrival of the wedding day!  HE wanted to surprise his bride! The groom chose some of his friends “Friends of the bridegroom” (John 3:29, SOS 5:1, 8:13); they would serve as his escorts on the chosen night!

b. All throughout the village, people would be awakened from their sleep by the wedding party with the friend of the bridegroom calling out “Behold the bridegroom comes!” and this would be followed by the shofar.  The villagers would join the group; as they got closer to the bride’s home, they would hush.  

c. The groom would call out to his bride, “Arise, come darling; my beautiful one, come with me” (SOS 2:10).  She would put on her light, grab her veil and reach for her honeymoon clothes!  The bride’s parents would hug her & give her a traditional blessing and send her on her way.  They knew that their daughter no longer belonged to them…into the dark night she went to meet her husband.  She & her attendants had to be ready; they needed oil in their lamps because it could not be purchased at the last minute. (Matt.25)

d. The wedding party made their way back to the groom’s home.  When they arrived, they stopped at a “huppah” (canopy) to be married (they did not recite vows, etc., because that was done at the betrothal ceremony). The ceremony was done at night under a canopy that would remind them of God’s promise to Abraham of descendents as numerous as the stars in the sky.  The couple would again say a blessing over the cup of wine. This ceremony finalized the promises & vows.   In the ceremony, the bride receives a ring which is placed on her index finger of the right hand, the finger used to point out Scripture in the Torah.

1.  After the huppah stop, they went into the bridal chamber where the marriage union would take place.  The couple was not married until they had sexual intercourse.  In this place, for the 1st time, the groom removed the bride’s veil and see her, possibly for the 1st time since the betrothal ceremony.

2. The wedding party waited in an outer room for news that the marriage had been consummated! (  Here is where the friend of the bridegroom played an important role:  He would listen for the bridegroom’s confirming voice.  “The friend of the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegrooms voice.”  John 3:29

3. Joy & celebration lasts for a week (John 14:10-12); many guests come & go and the bride & groom emerge from the bridal chamber to greet the guests

II. Messiah’s Wedding to come

a. Jesus told His disciples that He did not know the day or the hour of His return (Matt.24:32-36).  He must wait for His Father to give the word that the set time has come.

b. In a traditional Jewish wedding, one of the groom’s men would go before the arrival of the groom and shout “Behold the bridegroom comes”; should we expect anything less with the coming of our heavenly bridegroom?  But where do we see such an event?  I Thess. 4:16 tells us “for the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God…”  Could it be that the voice of the archangel will announce the Bridegroom’s return “Behold the bridegroom comes!” And the trumpet call of God~ the shofar to announce His return!   At the sounding of the shofar, the wedding procession would go through the streets of the city to the bride’s house…the wedding party is gathered together for a great feast!  The height of the Jewish wedding is the joyful celebration of the marriage supper~ this too is seen in connection with our celebration of marriage!  Revelation 19:7-9

1. Under the sky (the huppah) , the entire world will see Christ with his bride (the church); somehow the marriage will be consummated; the Lord will see His bride unveiled; there will be a marriage supper (Rev. 19:9)
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