THE WELL MINISTRY
www.gatheratthewell.com
Eyes Like Blazing Fire:  Discovering the Beauty of Jesus


JESUS is…FAITHFUL!
Revelation 1:5 “…and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth…”

The reason to look at the Beauty of Jesus is to see the love in His eyes for each of us; to see that He is the ultimate ageless romancer of our hearts…(Read the story from The Sacred Romance p.80). As we begin to see who Jesus is, ask the Holy Spirit to remove any veil covering your eyes, that you would see Him as He really is…the lover of Your soul, the Reigning King, the Romancer of Your heart, the pursuer of all, the Great High Priest who intercedes for us……

I. Introduction~  Read Revelation 1:1-3: the book of Revelation is the “revelation of Jesus Christ”; it is a book to unveil or “take the cover off”; this book reveals His heart, power & leadership in preparing the nations for His return

A.  This book is the “Testimony of Jesus Christ”  ~  testimony is the Greek word “marturia”, which means witness; describes a testimony based on what one has seen, heard or known (the word martyr comes from this word; a witness willing to die)
B. Vs. 3 gives us a promise: Blessed are those who read, hear, and take to heart the words of this prophecy
1. Blessed is the word “makarios” which describes one whom God makes fully satisfied, not because of favorable circumstances, but because He indwells the believer through Christ; to have God’s Kingdom within one’s heart; his satisfaction comes from God, not his circumstances or feelins

2. “propheteia”~ speak forth; meaning interpretive, declaring the will and counsel of God

C. We will be paying attention to the descriptions of Jesus in this book; to feed our spirit on who Jesus is (Read Revelation 1:4-6); let’s begin with the first description of Jesus in vs. 5:

II.  Faithful Witness ~ This description of Jesus is seen here in vs. 5, also in Rev. 3:14, and Rev. 19:11.  Since it is mentioned 3x in this book, we know it is important to who A.  Jesus was from eternity a witness to all the counsels of God, because He is God
B.  Jesus was a faithful witness to the revealed will of God on earth, for He came, laying aside all His heavenly Glory, to take the form of a man (Phil. 2:6-8)

C. Jesus cannot deceive, so He is trustworthy, upon His testimony we can safely depend

D. Jesus will be the faithful witness forever & ever ~ even the heavens open to declare that He is the victorious warrior whose name is “Faithful and True” (Rev. 19:11)

E. Faithful witness~ is a lover of Truth!  John was one who bore witness of Jesus as a faithful witness of God’s Truth.    John 3:11, John 5:31-32, John 8:13-14 & 17-18, John 18:37);  “For this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the Truth”  (Jn. 18:37)

F. In His earthly ministry, Jesus spoke these words, “I tell you the truth”…. 77 times; He is faithful and true!
  1.  Jesus did not hold back the negative (rebukes or declarations of judgment) or exaggerate the positive (affirmations or promises).  He spoke with regard to the criticism He was sure to receive.  Jesus never exaggerates or flatters or rebukes with  bitterness.  Jesus stood for Truth; He was truth and the nation turned against Him.
     a. Matthew 15:7-9 (a rebuke against the Pharisees)

     b. Luke 14:27-31 (declaration of what will happen with the disciples & Peter)

     c. John 4 ~ woman at the well (spoke truth; a faithful witness)

III. What about me?  Am I a faithful witness? 

A.  Am I a lover of Truth?  John 3:19 “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.” We must be lovers of Truth.  
B.  A witness is one who speaks describes a testimony based on what one has seen, heard or known (the word martyr comes from this word; a witness willing to die)

C.  Our witness of Truth must be:
1. Biblical: we must stay in the bounds of Scripture in all that we say

2. Clear: we must speak in a straightforward and precise way

3. Bold:  we must not be intimidated by rejection 

4. Tender: we speak without bitterness or anger as we seek the benefit of our enemy

5. Humble: we must not be motivated by a personal agenda or to seek to win an argument
IV.  A-R-K

A.  Agreement~ “Jesus, you are the Faithful witness.  You stood with courage and boldness and love.  I believe you.  You are to be trusted.”

B. Revelation~ “Reveal yourself to me and show me Your glory as the faithful witness.”

C. Keep the prophecy~ By responding in faith and obedience to the specific truth of Jesus as the Faithful Witness.  “I will stand for Truth regardless of what it costs me.”

V.  Firstborn from the Dead
A. Firstborn was the heir to the Father’s inheritance & became the one who has authority of the estate and all possessions; the double-portion of the inheritance

B. As the position of the firstborn son, Jesus is the unique heir of God.  “Firstborn” in this verse is the Greek word “prototokos” which emphasizes that Jesus is the first man with a resurrected body

1. Colossians 1:15-18  He is in the position of authority

2. He is the one in power and authority to bring me into the place of favor with God

a. Ephesians 2:6, Romans 8:16-17, Ephesians 1:13-14

VI.  A-R-K
A. Agreement~ “Jesus you are the firstborn.  I rejoice that You are before all & in all.”

B. Revelation~ “Reveal Yourself to me and show me Your glory as the firstborn.”

C. Keep the prophecy~ “I commit to declare who You are as the One over all.  I will obey and submit to Your leadership.”

VII.  Ruler over the kings of the earth

A.  Jesus will be the reigning King on earth~ the highest of all Kings; the most exalted King on earth (Psalm 89:27 says, “I will make him my firstborn son, the mightiest king on earth”)
B. We see Jesus returning to the earth as “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” (Rev. 19:16)

C. Jesus was not just a humble servant, he is the Glorious God!  When he returns he will be recognized for who He is then, “At the name of Jesus, every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10-11)

D. Jesus is the all-powerful King, victorious in battle…Psalm 72:11 says, “All kings shall fall down before Him; all nations shall serve Him.”
VIII. A-R-K
A.  Agreement~ “Jesus, you are the Ruler or the kings of the earth.  All creation will bow down before You.  I love your greatness.”
B. Revelation~  “Jesus, reveal Yourself to me and show me Your Glory as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”

C. Keep the prophecy~  “I commit to proclaim who You are as the One who rules and reigns over all the earth.  I will obey Your leadership.  Help me to walk this out.”

IX.  Oh, how He loves us!

A.  “To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever.”  (vs. 6)
1. “Kings” ~ we will govern with Him

2. “Priests” ~ access to God; experiencing His heart; worship & intercession is our ministry before Him

3. Revelation 5:10 repeats this verse, in part:  “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God and they will reign on the earth.”

4. Do you know the way you move God’s heart?  When we know the King loves us, we are unmoved even when others overlook or mistreat us.  Our great reward is to walk in the anointing to understand and feel God’s love and to love Him back.

5. Jesus said it in John 15:9 “As the Father loved Me, I also loved you; abide in my love.”
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