	Gazing on the Knowledge of God…
	Proverbs 2:1-4



*An audio teaching to accompany The Truth Project Lesson 4:  Who is God?)
Introduction ~ The study of God:  This is what we are made for!
· From page 29 in Knowing God:  “What were we made for?  To know God.  What aim should we set ourselves in life?  To know God.  What is the ‘eternal life’ that Jesus gives?  Knowledge of God (John 17:3).  What is the best thing in life, bringing more joy, delight and contentment than anything else?  Knowledge of God. ‘Let not the wise boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth for in these I delight,’ (Jeremiah 9:23.  What of all the states God ever sees man in, gives Him most pleasure?  Knowledge of Himself.  ‘I desire…the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings, says God’ (Hosea 6:6)”.

· The fourth question in the Westminster Catechism is this: What is God?

     a. Answer reads:  “God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth” 

· On January 7, 1855, C H Spurgeon said, “It has been said by someone that ‘the proper study of mankind is man’.  I will not oppose the idea, but I believe it is equally true that the proper study of God’s elect is God; the proper study of a Christian is the Godhead.  The highest science, the loftiest speculation, the mightiest philosophy, which can ever engage the attention of a child of God is the name, the nature, the person, the work, the doings, and the existence of the great God whom he calls Father.”  What were we made for?  To know God.  What aim should we set our lives in life?  To know God.

· Paul said in Philippians 3:7-10, “But whatever was to my profit I know consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…”

· This knowing or knowledge is not information (gathering data/info), but rather a knowing “yada” ~ intimacy that comes from knowing; understanding someone; experience; encounter (like a husband & wife and the intimacy that they share from their experiences with one another)

a. Paul warns us in I Corinthians 8:1 that “knowledge puffs up the flesh”….we need to guard our hearts from a prideful attitude in knowledge of God.  The Pharisees had all kinds of knowledge of God, but that knowledge didn’t lead them to HIM.
b. Turn each Truth we learn about God into a meditation, prayer& praise to Him

· “Meditation is the activity of calling to mind, and thinking over, and dwelling on and applying to oneself, the various things that one knows about the works and ways and purposes and promises of God.  It is an activity of holy thought, consciously performed in the presence of God, under the eye of God, by the help of God, as a means of communication with God.  Its purpose is to clear one’s mental and spiritual vision of God and to let His truth make its full and proper impact on one’s mind and heart.”  JI Packer in Knowing God
5 Conditions for cultivating the knowledge of God ~ Proverbs 2:1-4
· We set our heart to walk in full obedience ~ Proverbs 2:1, “My son if you accept my Words…”
· We receive God’s Words spoken to us (from His Word; from the prophetic words spoken over our life; divine revelation spoken to us in visions/dreams/etc)

· “To accept means to believe/acknowledge/agree to”, so I must believe God’s Words ~ take them as true; agree to them in my life; aligning my will, emotions, heart to what He says is true

· John 14:15, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”
· We meditate on His Word (treasuring His commands) praying it back to Him; praising Him for who He is ~ Proverbs 2:1b, “…and store up my commands within you.”
· The psalmist who wrote Psalm 119 gives the joy and freedom of treasuring God’s commands
· Psalm 119:32, “I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free”

· Psalm 119:9, “How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living according to Your word”

· Psalm 119:1, “Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the Lord”

· Psalm 119:2, “Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek Him with all their heart”

· Psalm 119:18-19, “I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways.  I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.”
· Psalm 119:24, “Your statutes are my delight; they are my counselors”

· Psalm 119:30, “I have chosen the way of truth; I have set my heart on your laws”

· Psalm 119:35, “Direct me in the path of your commands for there I  find delight”

· Psalm 119:45, “I walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts”
· Psalm 119:97, “Oh how I love your law!  I meditate on it all day long.”

· Joshua 1:8, “Do not let this book of the saw depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in int.  Then you will be prosperous and successful”

· We must have a teachable spirit (an open heart) ~ Proverbs 2:2, “…turning your ear to wisdom & applying your heart to understanding”

· We can pick up biases and wrong theology from others
· Turning our ears to wisdom means turning from folly
· To apply can mean to “smear; spread over” ~ smear understanding all over your heart!
· Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart; give you a teachable spirit
· We ask for more revelation of God ~ Proverbs 2:3, “and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding…”

· We must ask/cry out 
· Matthew 7:7 “Ask and it shall be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”  
· Keep on asking…keep on seeking…keep on knocking
· Ephesians 1:17, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation so that you may KNOW Him better.” 
· “give” means to hand something over completely
· “wisdom” means insight; wisdom not naturally obtained (spiritual senses)
· “revelation” means something that has been veiled or hidden for a long time suddenly becomes clear & visible to the mind or eyes
· We are to be diligent in our pursuit of God ~ Proverbs 2:4, “…and if you look for it as if for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure…”  
· This is a desperate searching

· To pay any price for more of God

· Colossians 2:2-3, “My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom & knowledge.”  

· Job 22:25, “…then the Almighty will be your gold, the choicest silver for you.”

· Philippians 3:7-10, “But whatever was to my profit I know consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…”

The effects of gazing on the knowledge of the Holy One
· Those who know God have great energy for God, even at personal risk
· “the people who know their God shall be strong and do exploits,”  Daniel 11:32
· We see in the book of Daniel that the action taken by those who know God is their response to what is happening in the culture in which they are living (actively standing against the false religion that Nebuchadnezzar set up in Babylon)

· Daniel 1:8-16; 3:12-30; 6:10; 9 (Prayer is the key)

· Those who know God have great thoughts of God

· Belief;  faith; truth; knowing God’s character; His Kingdom

· Knowing that God is who He said He is

· Meditating on His character, not the circumstance

· Faith is being moved by what I believe, NOT by what I see

· Those who know God show great boldness for God
· Counting the cost; measuring the risks ~ Hebrews 11 is the listing of those who knew God and therefore were willing to stand and not shrink back

· Taking the narrow road ~ the best way to grow in faith is to walk with faithful people
· No matter what obstacles stood in their path, they kept going and never stopped until God’s plan for their lives was accomplished!

· Those who know God have great contentment in God
· Our contentment is a measure we may use to judge how much we really know God
· Live or die, we are content:  Mishael, Azariah & Hanahiah (Meshach, Shadrach & Abednego) in Daniel 3:17-18, “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand O king.  But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
· Philippians 4:11-12, “…I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation…”
· Secret of contentment is KNOWING GOD
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