	Gazing on God’s System of Government
	Deut. 1:9-18



*An audio teaching to accompany The Truth Project~ Lesson 9 (The State)
Intro:  The State (government) is a social sphere established by God to exercise control under His authority.  God meant for the state’s authority to be limited, not extending into other social spheres as the church or the family. But when the State no longer recognizes God as its higher authority and source of Truth, they remove God …and the State can (and often does) become a monster. 
God is not silent on the issue of Government (the State).  About 25% of the book of Deuteronomy gives instruction and situations revolving around government issues.  Joshua, Judges, I Kings & 2 Kings and I & 2nd Chronicles unfold what was happening in and to Israel in the political arena.  These books document what the gov’t leaders were doing, how they affected Israel, and what God thought about it all.  Nehemiah, Esther and Daniel tell us events of those who seek God faithfully in the political arena.  David and Solomon in the books they are written about also give us principles of government. 

In Deuteronomy we find Israel’s first system of government and we see 5 principles of government from Deut. 1:9-18
I.  Government is ordained by God and essential to the life of a nation
Purpose of Government ~ Deut. 1:9-12
A. Moses saw his responsibility to hear the burdens and disputes of the people in order to provide resolution.  
1. Moses had been doing this alone up to this time (his father-in-law suggested dividing up the weight of all this.

2. At this time, we know that 600,000 men left Egypt (that did not take into account the women, children, aliens who came with them, etc.~ estimate is 1-3 million people).


B. This former tribal system of governing themselves wasn’t going to work any longer.  



1. They needed something more effective



2. Objective:  To meet the judicial needs of the people
C. Primary purpose of government:  to serve the population of a nation by providing an objective, trustworthy source of justice.  



1. System was set up to serve the needs of all the people “small and great alike” (verse 17)

II. Government gets it authority from the people~ Deut. 1: 13


A.  The nation of Israel had lived as slaves, in bondage for over 400 years ~ under the authority of


Egypt.  When the nation came to Israel there were 70 of them (Joseph and family); now they are


A nation that is as numerous as the stars in the sky

1. God tells Moses to have the people “choose some wise, understanding and respected men from each of the tribes and I will set them over you.”

2. In establishing the government, the choice was given to the people.  

3. God gave the right and responsibility of choosing who would rule over them by law & 

decree to the people. 

4. God made it a choice~ that had never been done before.  Pharaohs and kings came from a lineage.  This was totally counter-cultural!


B. The authority of government is given by God to the people. 


1. We see this as Israel’s history continues on…God gives judges to rule over them and 



Israel sees the nations all around them have a king, so they ask for a king.  God gave them



what they wanted…God had established His principle and He stayed with it!  He even 



desired to bless the kings of Israel (those who were willing to look to His leadership).  



2. Even though the prophets were the ones who God used to anoint the kings, a king was



not established in Israel crowned until Scripture says words like this “all Israel gathered



and took so and so as their king.”  When the people made their choice, then the king 



stepped into their place of authority.

III. The Character of a political leader is important and to be weighed by the people in their choices 


A. “Choose some wise, understanding and respected men…”



1. God’s guidelines~ the people were made to “judge” the character of the leaders they



would choose to give political power over them and they would have to live with the



consequences of their choice

· God was developing them as citizens ~ to look for the most important qualities to 

God, not man

· As the leader goes…so go the followers

· These are guidelines for us to use as we examine candidates

B. The founding fathers called the citizens to apply this guide also:  the statement that reflects 

This principle is: Private life should be the same as your public life. Private life is real life.

1. Matthew 7:16-20 is the passage in which Jesus explained that a tree’s roots determine 


The character of the fruit~ if the roots were corrupt, the fruit would also be corrupt; grapes


Don’t grow from briar bushes or figs grow from thistles; what was at its roots~ at the core,



Would eventually manifest itself in public


2. John Witherspoon (signer of Declaration who served on over 100 different committees in


Congress) shared 3 basic traits of an American Patriot (one who was worthy of office):

· First, he was an “active in promoting “true and undefiled religion” 
· Second, he “set himself with the greatest firmness to bear down profanity and 

Immorality of every kind”

· Thirdly, whoever was “an avowed enemy of God” was “an enemy to his country”.  For if America, the republic was founded on the principles of God, how could anyone

Who opposed God stand for America & what she is

IV. Government is to be representative of all the people ~ Deut. 1:13


A. God told the nation of Israel over and over to remember what He had done; remember what it 


Was like to be slaves so that would not be repeated; He told them that they would not have one 


One standard of justice for the Israelite and another standard of justice for the alien; He told them

That every tribe must have representation in the new land and new government



1. “…from each of your tribes…” 



2. If the government is to truly represent the people then the people all need to be 



Represented

B. Agreement ~ Deut. 1:14 

1. Israel agrees to be governed this way.  Moses is clarifying and asking for agreement ~ “You answered me, ‘What you propose to do is good…” (vs 14)

2. Principle:  A nation with consensus has more stable government.  A nation without consensus has a weakened government (for a time they will have control, but without consensus, a military action will be taken to overthrow)


3. Consensus (Agreement) is seen as one of the foundations of a strong government

VI. One of the government’s primary purposes is to provide a source of just resolution to disputes and conflicts of the people.  

Judicial Branch ~ Deut. 1:16-18
A. Judges are to judge fairly (vs 16) ~ Moses defines what judging fairly means ~ same quality of justice extended to every individual whether they were Israelites or alien, national or foreigner.  This is a major theme in God’s discipleship of Israel

1. Justice in Israel was to be blind to nationality, color, gender, creed, or politics.  Justice was to have a level playing field and to treat people equally


B. Judge without partiality (vs 17) ~ The people are told that their court system was not to draw


a distinction between “small and great”



1. Justice in Israel was not to be partial toward the powerful, rich or influential and the 



Judges were not to be afraid of any people, powers or influences



2. All people were to be heard 

3. Moses reminds Israel that justice belongs to the Lord & as governmental agents of justice, they stood before God


C. Process of appeal (vs 17) ~ If a case was too hard for a finding, or the findings/evidence were


Inconclusive, the system was to make allowances for another hearing~ bring the case to Moses

When we study the sphere of government with a Biblical worldview, we recognize that it is our responsibility under God to be informed and to be involved.  For those in the sphere of government, this is a high calling.  The pillars of the Kingdom are justice and righteousness, and your calling is to support the pillar of justice.  Study Daniel, David, Joseph, Nehemiah, and notice the favor and authority they stepped into because of their faithfulness to God….
*Sphere of government = law, government, military, legislative/executive/judicial branches of gov’t, national & local authority, and community development from the legislative or executive perspective.
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