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Cultivating a Faithful & Fearless Heart

(Hebrews 11)


Week 9:  Faith involves spiritual violence (Hebrews 11:32-40)

I. For the sake of the GOSPEL of JESUS:  

A.   Read Hebrews 11:32-40 noting the action words used to describe these heroes of faith:  conquered kingdoms; administered justice; gained the promise; shut the mouths of lions; quenched the fury of flames; escaped the sword; weakness turned to strength; powerful in battle; routed foreign armies; raised dead ones to life; tortured & refusing to be freed so as to obtain a resurrection; faced  mocking & flogging; chained & put in prison; stoned; sawed in two; death by the sword; destitute; persecuted; mistreated; wandering in caves,  mountains, deserts & holes in the ground.
1.  Luke 16:16 “The good news of the Kingdom of God is being preached and everyone is forcing his way into it.”  

a. Forcing~ we are to be urging people into the Kingdom; to compel them
2. Matthew 11:12 “The Kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing; and forceful men lay hold of it.”
II. Spiritual Violence: A generation that will pursue God with all their entire being, denying themselves and throwing off all sins that entangle

A. Consistency in their walk with the Lord
B. Violent in his lifestyle toward the Lord 

1. Prayer

2. Fasting

3. Beatitude lifestyle (embracing the Upside-Down Kingdom); Matt. 5

4. Student of the Word

C. Spiritually violent against the culture in which he lives

a. John the Baptist, Daniel

D. Yielded to the Spirit of God 

E.  Violent against our flesh

F. Intentionally ordering our lives

III. Warrior Lifestyle:

A. Warriors cannot take ground from the enemy if he has ground in us 

1. John 14:30, Eph. 4:27, James 4:7

2. “The people that do know their God shall be strong and do exploits”, Daniel 11:32b
a. The enemy is doing everything he can to sabotage your mission so that you don’t invade his territory.  He is also trying to distract you from your mission and keep you disconnected from your source of life and strength.  He wants to lure you into busyness, hoping you’ll mistake productivity for fruitfulness.  Remember, the only way to bear fruit is by becoming ONE with the Lord; remaining in the Vine (John 15).  
B. Warriors fight unbelief

1. Committed to a relationship that trusts and to a lifestyle of FAITH
a. What we believe will determine how we think and act.  Our belief systems set our behavior.  
b. In order to bring Heaven to earth, we need to believe that the Kingdom is in us; that He is able (Eph. 3:20).  It is the bookends of faith:  1) God is who He says He is, and 2) God will do what He says He will do
C. Once we have taken territory, we must be about the business of keeping it
1. God’s beloved ones have spent enough time in a defensive posture;  the Lord is raising up an army who will bring His presence to earth….where Heaven invades Earth
2. “Fox hole” – this is a place of defensiveness; in the military, one gets into a fox hole to defend their position, but a fox hole is not meant to be lived in!  One can only defend ground in the fox hole, there is no taking ground in the fox hole.
3. IT is time to get out of the fox hole and begin to take new ground for the Kingdom of God.  Violent people take it by force! 
4. Foot soldier is to:
· Take new ground (Strategy)
· Secure territory (Obedience)
· Win battles by executing the orders from “central command” (Submitted to Authority)
· Each battle has different strategies, objectives and tactics
D. Purposely producing the next tier of warriors who will hold onto the vision (passing the baton)
E. Experience breakthrough in personal lives and then through ministry to others; letting the Kingdom manifest in us in a real sense (God’s rule and reign), then taking His Kingdom to others.
1. Heaven is a breakthrough community~ we, as citizens of heaven are consumed with a passion to bring HEAVEN TO EARTH
2. Breakthrough means: 1) force a passage through a barrier of restraint, 2) open the way for new developments to occur
a. We need to BREAK OUT of things that bind and hold us back; push through areas of defeat and overcome
b. We need a BREAK IN of an anointed lifestyle that provides victory and power to our lives~ as God intends!
IV. Valley of Raphaim
A. 2 Samuel 5:17-25
B. Valley of Raphaim~ one of the places occupied by the sons of Anak (giants); Numbers 13:28 spies that Moses sent into the land; Philistines= enemies

1. Raphaim is a place of stubborn resistance; represents fear, unbelief, intimidation; a place of past defeats and accommodations of the enemy; represents an area in our heart where we are in defeat or where we give into sin.

2. The Lord is breaking out & breaking into our hearts in those areas where there has been defeat or disappointment; He is “breaking out” against our enemies and we will have a memorial stone marked “Baal Perazim” meaning “The Lord who breaks out”.  It is time to get violent!  Forceful men lay hold of the Kingdom of Heaven!
V.      The Great Commission:  
A. “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.  And these signs will accompany those who believe.  In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people and they will get well”….the disciples went out and preached everywhere and the Lord worked with them to confirm his word by the signs that accompanied it.” (Mark 16:15-18,20)
1. We are to expect things to happen; expect activity from heaven;

2. Going into all the world: world=”kosmos” this word describes anything that is ordered; ex:  political system, sphere where you live, your home, school, workplace 

3. Preach= to declare or proclaim

4. Signs will accompany= Signs in Greek is “semeion” meaning the official written notice that announces the final verdict in a court; also the signature or seal applied to a document to guarantee its authenticity, so these signs are God’s signature, His official declaration that they were sent from heaven and the Gospel message is true!
5. Those who believe= living in constant belief; faith for the miraculous to occur; signs and wonders are activated by faith

1.  Unbelief means to have your belief undone or undermined by believing something other than God’s Word.  

6. The signs:

1. When you pray for the sick, expect them to be healed

2. When you confront someone who is demonized, expect them to be delivered (set free)

3. When you are in a situation that requires the miraculous, expect miracles

4. When you need God’s protection, expect His hand to deliver you.

B. Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
1.  Jesus prophesied this over the disciples…and they were empowered by the Holy Spirit to live this out.  So are we.  Jesus prophesies this over us too.  The “dunamis” power of the Holy Spirit; this is the dynamite power; miraculous power that is loosed!
2. Jesus has gifted us and given us great things as His witness:

1.  He has given power & authority & wisdom & knowledge & gifts of His Spirit & understanding to pierce the darkness and undo the power of hell  (Read I Corinthians 2:1-5)

a. We have mixed the gospel with the wisdom of man.  We have a lot of knowledge, but we need an increased amount of power~ to partner with the knowledge we have

b. If you take the power out of the Gospel, all you have is philosophy (I Corinthians 4:20)

Declaration of FAITH:  Lord, I will be a warrior to advance the Kingdom of Heaven; to bring Your Kingdom to earth, in the spheres of influence that you have given to me.  I will be one who takes a violent hold of Your Kingdom, yielding myself to the Spirit of God.  
