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STUDY GUIDE for:
Cultivating a Faithful & Fearless Heart (A Study on Hebrews 11)


Week 8:  Faith stirs up boldness (Hebrews 11:23-31)
Faith is the opposite of fear.  Look at a coin.  You can only see one side at a time; that is how faith/fear operate.  When I approach a situation using faith, fear is removed.  When I approach a situation using fear, faith is removed.    The kingdom of darkness operates in fear.  We are introduced to a new king over the Egyptians in Exodus 1 and how did he rule?  He ruled from a place of fear….that was the motive of his heart.  And then we see the king in Joshua 6 ruling from a place of fear.  “Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites...”  The king was afraid.  Opposite of those heart motives we see Moses and Joshua who behave in a different spirit~ a spirit of faith, which stirs up in their hearts a boldness to move forward!  Moses is used to deliver the Israelites from generations of bondage and Joshua is used to move God’s people into the Promised Land.  How did they grab hold of faith?   And how do we grab hold of faith?  Romans 10:17 tells us, “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the Word of Christ.”   
Moses had an encounter with the Living God in a burning bush.  He met God in the fire.  And it changed his life forever…no longer would Moses be found “tending the flock on the far side of the desert.”  He had a call on his life; a destiny to fulfill, and he boldly went forth carrying the Words of “I AM who I AM” with him.  That boldness changed the course of history!   
Joshua met the Lord as he ministered alongside of Moses.  The presence of God was stirred in the atmosphere.  Joshua, a warrior, learned faith from his mentor, Moses.  The boldness Moses had was stirred in Joshua’s heart as well.  Joshua’s encounter with the Living God came as he was making his way to take the walled city of Jericho.  God met him as a warrior with a sword drawn in his hand (Joshua 5).

At both of these encounters, God tells each of them to “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy”.  These words encouraged Moses to deliver the oppressed Israelites and bring them into the promised  land and these words encouraged Joshua to establish the people in their inheritance in the promised land.  BOLDNESS came from these encounters.

	Memory Verse:

Romans 10:17 “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the Word of Christ.” 




Assignment:  As you continue reading through the book of John (our companion book~ to firm belief in our hearts), your assignment is to record the truths about who God is (or who Jesus is/Holy Spirit) and then record the promises (what He says He will do).

This week’s reading:  John 15 & 16

	What the Word tells us about who God is:
	What God says He will do:

	
	



Faith Challenge:  
Faith=Knowing God.  That is our foundation of faith.  We can trust the ONE we know.  What is it that caused boldness to rise up in Moses?  And Joshua?  And Moses’ parents?  And the midwives?  They all KNEW who God was and that HE could be trusted!  

During the forty years in the wilderness, the Israelites camped around the presence of God.  They literally camped around the presence.  The Tabernacle or the Tent of meeting was set up in the center, with all the tribes placed around  it.  You can read about each of the twelve tribes placement in Numbers 2.
What do you camp around?  Whose presence?  Or what?  What seeds do you want to grow easily in the culture/environment you are creating?  Questions to ponder as you think about the culture you are cultivating in your home:

· How you think and what you think:

· How do you relate to others?

· How you live life?

· How do you manage finances?

· How do you handle problems/anxiety/stress?

· What you believe (actions reflect belief):

· Marriage relationship:

· How we think about past/present/future:

· Time management:

· How are the gifts of the Holy Spirit/fruit of the Spirit cultivated?

God is looking for Spiritual fathers and mothers, like Moses, to speak destiny over the Joshua’s of today.  A rich atmosphere of Kingdom Culture will grow seeds to flourish and blossom and move into the purposes of God in the next generation.  Moses and his generation could only go so far….Joshua and the next generation could advance into new territory.  Let it be Lord!
Verse Study:  Deuteronomy 6:3-9

This is a time for you to sit with the Lord and meditate on His Word.  What does it say?  What does it mean to the Israelites?  What does it mean for you?  Are there any principles that you can apply?  Set time aside to “chew on” the Word of God or as Mike Bickle says, “Eat the Scroll”.  The more we study and sit with Jesus, the more we will desire Him and who He is, for we become what we behold.  Invite the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart & to open God’s Word to you in a fresh way.
	What the Word says (write out the verses):
	What it means to the context of the culture (use a commentary or Study Bible for insight):
	What it means to me (meditate on the verses & ask the Lord for revelation):
	What is a lesson/principle that I can apply?

	
	
	
	


Faith Journaling:  This is your FAITH HISTORY.  It is important to record your history with God.  And we need to share our testimony because it not only builds us up, but it encourages others and increases their faith.  Revelation 12:11 tells us that we overcome by the BLOOD OF THE LAMB and the WORD of our TESTIMONY.  
If you are not sure where to start, recall your faith story.  When did you meet the Lord?  How did the Holy Spirit draw you into relationship with Jesus?

*Before you conclude this week, write out a faith confession.  Confess it daily until it begins to work its truth into your life*


Faith Confession:









