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STUDY GUIDE for:

Cultivating a Faithful & Fearless Heart (A study on Hebrews 11)


Week 7:  Faith : not being moved by what I see  (Hebrews 11:13-16)
What we believe will determine how we behave.  What is it about God that you can’t be talked out of?  What statements about God do you hold in your heart in such a way that they are non-negotiable?  What do we believe that it changes how you live?  

Faith is the I KNOW THAT I KNOW and I am not moving until God shows up!  I am not moved by my circumstances, I am  not moved by my problems, I am not moved by my emotions, I am not moved by what others say….I am  moved by what I believe and what I believe determines how I will act.  Authentic faith does not deny the obstacle/circumstance/situation/problem, but declares that GOD IS BIGGER than the obstacle/circumstance/situation/problem.
Faith is developed in a person’s life according to what they THINK and HOW they THINK.  

· Where do you anchor your thoughts?

· What WELL am I drawing from?  The well of the supernatural or the well of the natural?  The woman at the well (John 4) came to draw from the natural well (to get physical drink) and as Jesus revealed the truth to her, she left her water jar and drew life from the well of the supernatural.  She drank deep from the well of Living Water…she forgot her physical thirst.


Assignment:  As you continue reading through the book of John (our companion book~ to firm belief in our hearts), your assignment is to record the truths about who God is (or who Jesus is/Holy Spirit is) and then record the promises (what He says He will do).

This week’s reading:  John 13 & 14

	What the Word tells us about who God is:
	What God says He will do:

	
	


Faith Challenge:  “And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth…instead, they were longing for a better country~ a heavenly one,” Hebrews 11:13b & 16a
I AM NOT HOME YET!  Heaven is our true home; the city planned & prepared by God Himself.  My faith will be made sight in the eternal city, where God dwells.  The Patriarchs and the list of heroes of faith written out in Hebrews 11, were all men and women who held onto this world very loosely.  Abraham said to the sons of Heth, “I am a stranger and sojourner with you,” Genesis 23:4 and Jacob also spoke of “the days of the years of my pilgrimage”, Genesis 47:9.  They were made for more!  We were made for more!   It caused each of them to say “Lord I am yours, no matter the cost.”  
Where is your focus?  Let’s review the heavenly city that awaits us:

· Heaven is a prepared place.  Read Revelation 21:1-2. What thoughts are triggered in your mind when you read these verses?
· Heaven is a perfect place.  Read Revelation 21: 1-5.  No more separation.  No more struggling.  No more crying.  No more death.  No more mourning.  No more sadness.  No more divorce... What other “no mores” can you think of?   Invite the Holy Spirit into the pain & suffering that you are experiencing now to begin the healing…be honest with Him.
· Heaven is a physical place.  Read Revelation 21:10-21.  Can you begin to picture it in your imagination?  Our finite minds cannot even conceive the beauty of the city.  Grab your journal and draw some images of the Heavenly City.

· Heaven is a populated place.  Read Revelation 21:7, 22-27.  Heaven is the home of Almighty God.  This is the Most Holy Place.  Spend some time thanking the Lord for adopting you as a son or daughter.  This is your inheritance as a child of the KING.  Write out names of those you know who are not part of the Family of God….and ask the Lord to provide opportunity for you to share the Good News of the Gospel with them.
Verse Study:  I Peter 1:3-9
This is a time for you to sit with the Lord and meditate on His Word.  What does it say?  What does it mean to the people of the New Testament culture?  What does it mean for you?  Are there any principles that you can apply?  Set time aside to “chew on” the Word of God or as Mike Bickle says, “Eat the Scroll”.  The more we study and sit with Jesus, the more we will desire Him and who He is, for we become what we behold.  Invite the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart & to open God’s Word to you in a fresh way.

	What the Word says (write out the verses):
	What it means in the context of the culture (use a commentary or Study Bible if helpful):
	What it means to me (meditate on the verses & ask the Lord for revelation):
	What is a lesson/principle that I can apply:

	
	
	
	


Faith Journaling:  This is your FAITH HISTORY.  It is important to record your history with God.  And we need to share our testimony because it not only builds us up, but it encourages others and increases their faith.  Revelation 12:11 tells us that we overcome by the BLOOD OF THE LAMB and the WORD of our TESTIMONY.  So, let’s start recording.
If you are not sure where to start, recall your faith story.  When did you meet the Lord?  How did the Holy Spirit draw you into relationship with Jesus?

*Before you conclude this week, go back to page 1 and write a faith confession (something that God is working in your heart about faith).  Confess it daily until it begins to work its truth into your life*

“Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,” I Peter 1:8





Faith Confession:








