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STUDY GUIDE for:

Cultivating a Faithful & Fearless Heart (A study on Hebrews 11)


Week 6:  Faith involves risk (Hebrews 11:8-12,17-19)
FAITH is a real experience with Jesus, which can’t be handed down second-hand.  It takes first-hand faith for the mind to be renewed and the heart to be reborn.  Faith means adventure, excitement, encounters with a Living God…it means the” love of Jesus has forever ruined my appetite for lesser truth, cheap love and plastic religion.  I have real reasons for how I am and what I believe, as Pascal said, ‘The heart has reasons reason knows not of’.  The bottom line is this:  because of who I am and whose I am, I determine what I must do.  At the deepest level of my being I have found Jesus to be exactly everything He claimed to be.  He has made Himself real to me~ heart, mind, and soul.”  -- p. 77 from A Renegade’s Guide to God  by, David Foster.

Abraham, at the age of 75, risked everything to obey God.  To risk is to leave the comfortable; to expose oneself to the chance of injury or loss.  But to not risk is not a life lived… Abraham left his homeland, his comfort zone, his family, his community, his safety, his lifestyle, his security, his traditions, and his way of doing “life”.  
· What is God calling you to do?  
· Or where is God calling you to go? 
·  Is there a new revelation He is asking  you to embrace? 
·  Maybe a new career, a new city, a new mindset, new way of doing “life”, etc.  
Are you willing, as Abraham to risk it all to obey?  Active faith says YES to God, because  I know who God is and I know that He will do all that He says He will do! GOD CAN BE TRUSTED!  

As I prepare this study guide, my daughter, Lindsay has become a new bride.  Talk about RISK-taking.  Two individuals make a decision to surrender their own lives to become ONE.  And together they leave:  their people, their land, their home, their security, their comfort, their safety, their way of doing “life”, their way of thinking, their traditions, their culture!  The risk is worth it!  Even though the future is unknown, the two know that blessing is theirs & they willingly give up all they know for an unknown path.  Marriage is embracing a grand adventure!
Assignment:  As you continue reading through the book of John, your assignment is to record the truths about who God is (or who Jesus is/Holy Spirit is) and then record the promises (what He says He will do).

This week’s reading:  John 11 & 12

	What the Word tells us about who God is:
	What God says He will do:

	
	


*Reflect on the truths of God’s character.  What stands out the most to you from these chapters?
Faith Challenge:  “Abraham believed the Lord and he credited it to him as righteousness,” Genesis 15:6.  Galations 4:9 tells us, “So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.”  Abraham was the initiator of the covenant of FAITH & we inherit his blessing as people of faith.  
We see several aspects about being a “son of Abraham”: 
1) anyone can become a child of  Abraham.  It is by faith, not a physical descendent.  Galations 3:7 “Understand then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.”
2) being a son of Abraham involves doing what he did~ believing God’s promises.  Abraham believed God, therefore those of faith are sons of Abraham.

3) ) sons of Abraham are heirs of the blessing to Abraham & his descendents.  Galations 3:29 “If you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.” You and I become beneficiaries of God’s promises to Abraham if we have the faith of Abraham and belong to Jesus Christ.  (Romans 4:16-17).
Abraham experienced obstacles along his journey of faith.  He was called out from his country to a place unknown, he was given a promise that took many years to come to fulfillment, and his faith was tested along the way.  Abraham =a man whose life was marked by faith in risk-taking, endurance, and trust.  We are “sons of Abraham” as we embrace a life of FAITH.  
In what way(s) do you hear God saying “GET THEE OUT”?  How can you respond, like Abraham  to leaving:

· Your people

· Your land

· Your home

· Your security & safety

· Your ways of doing life

· Your way of thinking

· Your traditions

· Your culture

Verse Study:  Matthew 14:25-33
This is a time for you to sit with the Lord and meditate on His Word.  What does it say?  What did it mean to the people of the New Testament culture?  What does it mean for you?  Are there any principles that you can apply?  Set time aside to “chew on” the Word of God or as Mike Bickle says “Eat the Scroll”.  The more we study & sit with Jesus, the more we will desire Him and who He is, for we become what we behold.  Invite the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart & to open the Word of God to you in a fresh way.

	What the Word says (write out the verses):
	What it means in the context of the culture (use a commentary or a study Bible):
	What it means to me (meditate on the verses & ask the Lord for revelation):
	What is a lesson/principle that I can apply?

	
	
	
	


Faith Journaling:  This is your FAITH HISTORY.  It is important to record your history with God.  And we need to share our testimony because it not only builds us up, but it encourages others and increases their faith.  Revelation 12:11 tells us that we overcome by the BLOOD OF THE LAMB and the WORD of our TESTIMONY.  So, let’s start recording.
If you are not sure where to start, recall your faith story.  When did you meet the Lord?  How did the Holy Spirit draw you into relationship with Jesus? 

*Before you conclude this week, go back to page 1 and write a faith confession (something that God is working in your heart about faith).  Confess it daily until it begins to work its truth into your life*

Memory Verse:


“Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.”  Romans 4:20-21





Faith Confession:











