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STUDY GUIDE for:

Cultivating a Faithful & Fearless Heart (A study on Hebrews 11)


Week 5: Faith means PERSEVERANCE (Hebrews 11:7)
FAITH~ we have to believe it enough that it changes how we live.  Noah had an encounter with God while he walked with Him that changed Noah’s destiny; that encounter changed any plans or reputation he was working toward; that encounter changed the way people looked at him; that encounter revealed the unbelief of the wicked world he was living in and so condemned the world of man;  that encounter interrupted his “life as usual”.  There was no more “normal” for Noah’s family.  Faith causes us to come out of our comfort zone.  


Noah took the warning from God seriously and acted on the trust that he had with God.  Genesis 6:9 tells us that “Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.”  This same wording is used to describe Enoch’s relationship with God in Genesis 5:22 & 24 (“Enoch walked with God”).  The Hebrew word “walked” carries this meaning:  that he went up & down, in & out, to & fro, arm & arm with God, continually conversing with Him and growing closer to Him.

God tells Noah to build an ark for his family.  God gives the specific directions on the building of the ark and “Noah did everything just as God commanded him.”  This assignment, which looked foolish to the physical eye caused Noah to be pressed into God, so he could take hold of what He had heard God say.  In the physical, the foolish things:
1) To build an ark that was the size of 1 ½ football fields in length and as high as a 4-story building

2) Scholars estimate that almost 45,000 animals could fit into the ark~ care for all those animals & how would they all get into the ark????

3) There had not been any rain in the earth

4) All life would be destroyed by a flood

Noah contrasted the foolish things of mankind by his faithfulness to God.  God gave the warning and He gave them 120 years to change their sinful ways.  Genesis 6:3 says, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years.”  So for 120 years Noah cut down trees, made pitch to hold together the boards of the ark.  “Faith” was his response to God.  He knew who God was and He believed that He would do what He said He would do~ Noah heeded the warning.  Noah believed God.  
Noah’s life is marked by…

· FAITH

· PATIENT ENDURANCE

· PERSEVERANCE

· BELIEF

· TRUST in the One True God 
He persevered with no distraction.  He did not waver from his calling!  Noah did not consider how the details would get worked out, but he stayed true to what God asked him to do & God handled the rest!  Noah deliberately kept his eyes on the assignment God gave him; he was focused and determined to finish strong.  
God saw one left on earth who was not corrupted by man’s wickedness.  And God preserved him and his whole family.  This is the first time we see the word “Ark” used in scripture.  An ark is used for the preservation/salvation of man.  God’s remnant is always preserved.  

· What are you believing (have faith for)?  An assignment that you’ve heard from God? (even if it looks “foolish” in the physical)
· Faith causes us to come out of our comfort zone.  Describe that for you:
Assignment:  As you continue reading through the book of John, your assignment is to record the truths about who God is (or who Jesus is/Holy Spirit is) and then record the promises (what He says He will do).

This week’s reading:  John 9 & 10

	What the Word tells us about who God is:
	What God says He will do:

	
	


*Reflect on the truths of God’s character.  What stands out the most to you from these chapters?
Faith Challenge:  Noah became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.  Righteousness is the right-standing with God.  Noah inherited that by his faith.  We also are in a legal right-standing with God when we accept Jesus as our Savior.  We are covered in His righteousness.  We want to be a people who keep our lives in holiness & purity before the Lord.  As we walk with God (abiding in Him), He may reveal areas in our hearts where we have not  kept out “the little foxes”.  Take some time to go through these steps (to keep our hearts right before the Lord):  
1) Confession (Psalm 51:10)

· Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any sin that you’ve been participating in

2) Forgiveness (Matthew 18)

· Is there any place where I have held an offense towards someone?

3) Purity (Romans 12:1-2)

· Have I brought the profane things before you Lord?  Am I holding the things of the world?

4) Yielding (Ephesians 5:18)

· I  yield every part of my life to you, Holy Spirit.

Walking with God requires an honest, obedient, trusting heart before Him; lives laid bare.  Noah lived in obedience, even when it cost him something.   

As we study each of these heroes of faith in Hebrews 11, we will notice the same theme; each one said to the Lord “ALL OF ME, ALL THE TIME”. “ Lord, I am yours, no matter the cost”!
Verse Study:  Romans 12:1-2

This is a time for you to sit with the Lord and meditate on His Word.  What does it say?  What did it mean to the people of the New Testament culture?  What does it mean for you?  Are there any principles that you can apply?  Set time aside to “chew on” the Word of God or as Mike Bickle says “Eat the Scroll”.  The more we study & sit with Jesus, the more we will desire Him and who He is, for we become what we behold.  Invite the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart & to open the Word of God to you in a new way.

	What the Word says (write out the verses):
	What it means in the context of the culture (use a commentary or study Bible):
	What it means to me (meditate on the verses & ask the Lord for revelation):
	What is a lesson/principle that I can apply?

	
	
	
	


Faith Journaling:  This is your FAITH HISTORY.  It is important to record your history with God.  And we need to share our testimony because it not only builds us up, but it encourages others and increases their faith.  Revelation 12:11 tells us that we overcome by the BLOOD of the LAMB and the WORD of our TESTIMONY.  So, let’s start recording.

If you are not sure where to start, recall your faith story.  When did you meet the Lord?  How did the Spirit draw you into relationship with Him?

*Before you conclude this week, go back to page 1 and write a faith confession (something that God is working in your heart about faith).  Confess it daily until it begins to work its truth in your life*
Memory Verse:  “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us RUN WITH PERSEVERANCE the race marked out for us.”  Hebrews 12:1





Faith Confession:








