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STUDY GUIDE for:

Cultivating a Faithful & Fearless Heart (A study on Hebrews 11)


Week 4:  Faith is…relational (Hebrews 11:5-6)
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Faith=Trust=Belief.  We act on what we believe.  Bill Johnson (from Bethel Church in Redding, CA) says, “The Lord is imprisoned in unbelieving believers.”

Who are unbelieving believers?  Those who say they believe in God yet live as though He doesn’t exist; when God does not have any place in the areas of life.  God desires a relationship with you.  He desires intimacy.  He longs to have you know him as you are known.  When you say “YES” to Jesus, he sees the intention of your heart to love Him and obey Him.  As you set your heart to draw close to Him, James tells us that He will draw close to us (James 4:8).   We become what we behold, so set your mind on Christ.  Get into God’s Word , listen to what He is speaking to you~ begin a conversation with the ONE who is in love with you.  Be one who says, “I AM IN PURSUIT OF HIM WHO EXISTS”.  Faith will take hold in your heart & belief will grow & affect your life; in relationships, finances, decisions, marriage, parenting, work-life, play-life; in all spheres of your life.  Jeremiah 29:13 says “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”  Be diligent in seeking, pursuing God.  Do not waiver.  Do not give up.  Earnestly (exhaust all power in your search) seek God.  He will reward those who seek Him wholeheartedly.
What does it look like for you to earnestly seek God?  

Assignment:  As you continue reading through the book of John, your assignment is to record the truths about who God is (or who Jesus is) and then record the promises (what does He say He will do).
This week’s reading:  John 7 & 8

	What the Word tells us about who God is:
	What God says He will do:

	
	


Reflect on the truths of God’s character (Jesus’ character).  What stands out the most to you from these chapters?

Faith Challenge:  Discerning God’s voice.  Remember this truth from the teaching:  Whoever owns your heart has authority in your life.  Whose voice are you listening to?  As you develop a more intimate relationship with God, you will learn to recognize His voice from other voices that call out to you.  Consider the story of the Good Shepherd and His sheep from John 10.  Satan comes as a wolf or a thief disguised as a shepherd….his purpose is to steal, kill & destroy.  It is essential to be alert to discern the true voice of God.  You may find this table to be a helpful tool.  (*Thanks to Norma Donovan for this chart)
	Good Shepherd (Jesus)
	Satan (thief)
	Me/World/Others (sheep)

	Loves & woos
	Drives & forces
	Desires attention

	Gives clear, specific instructions
	Exaggerates, gives vague & confusing instructions
	Analyzes all instructions 

	Encourages
	Intimidates, demands, threatens
	Has unreasonable expectations

	Calls us by name, personal
	Uses derogatory, negative speech
	Is self-promoting, or self-demeaning

	Speaks truth, because He values you
	Lies, attacks, devalues
	Manipulates, controls

	Convicts of sin & offers forgiveness
	Condemns, rejects, blames
	Gravitates to painless ways, makes excuses

	Speaks in supernatural ways
	Uses magic, tricks, spells, sensationalism
	Uses reason & logic

	Offers hope & strength
	Instills fear & doubt
	Depends on self, pride

	Doesn’t compare you to others
	Forces comparison
	Compares you to others

	Ample provision (more than enough)
	Never enough
	Is materialistic, self-sufficient

	Wants you to trust God ONLY
	Wants you to trust anything but God
	Wants you to trust yourself

	Stretches you (with God all things are possible)
	Limits what you can do
	Limits you to natural abilities

	WANTS ALL THE GLORY!
	WANTS ALL THE GLORY!
	WANTS ALL THE GLORY!


As you “hear” a voice, look at each column and identify the source of that voice.  Ask yourself if what you are hearing or sensing is from God.  Rebuke the voice of the enemy (He must flee when you call on the name of Jesus).  Repent of any areas where your selfish interests interfere with God’s purposes.  One thing is true:  EACH ONE WANTS THE GLORY!  Come Holy Spirit!
Verse Study:  John 10:1-11
This is a time for you to sit with the Lord and meditate on His Word.  What does it say?  What did it mean to the people of the New Testament culture?  What does it mean for you?  Are there any lessons or principles that you can apply?  Set time aside to “chew on” the Word of God or as Mike Bickle says “Eat the Scroll”.  The more we study & sit with Jesus, the more we will desire Him and who He is, for we become what we behold.  Invite the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart & to open the Word of God to you in a new way.

	What the Word says (write out the verses):
	What it means in the context of the culture (use a commentary or study Bible):
	What it means to me (meditate on the verses & ask the Lord for revelation):
	What is a lesson/principle that I can apply?

	
	
	
	


Faith Journaling:  This is your FAITH HISTORY.  It is important to record your history with God.  And we need to share our testimony because it not only builds us up, but it encourages others and increases their faith.  Revelation 12:11 tells us that we overcome by the BLOOD of the LAMB and the WORD of our TESTIMONY.  So, let’s start recording.  
If you are not sure where to start, recall your faith story.  When did you meet the Lord?  How did the Spirit draw you into relationship with Him?

*Before you conclude this week, go back to page 1 and write a faith confession (something that God is working in your heart about faith).  Confess it daily unti it begins to work its truth in your life*
Memory Verse:  “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  Hebrews 11:6





Faith Confession:








