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www.gatheratthewell.com
STUDY GUIDE for:

Cultivating a Faithful & Fearless Heart (A study on Hebrews 11)


Week 3:  Faith is…an action word (Hebrews 11:4)
MEMORY VERSE:  “In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”  James 1:17

“By faith” statements are written throughout Hebrews 11.  By faith, we understand…By faith, Noah built…By faith, Abraham left his homeland…By faith, Abraham believed…By faith, Abraham offered…By faith, Moses’ parents hid…By faith, Moses left…By faith, the people passed through…By faith, Rahab welcomed…   

All of these “by faith” statements are followed by an action word (verb).  There is something that happens when faith is worked in us.  Faith is accompanied by action.  James tells us in James 1, that faith without works is dead (or unproductive).  We need to remember that we will act on what we believe.  I can talk all about how I believe in God or how I want a deeper relationship with Christ or how I know that the Bible has the answer to all of life’s challenges…but how do I live?  Our “walk” speaks more loudly than our “talk”.   Our life speaks to what or who we put our faith in.    There is a very interesting book that I have been reading, written by Craig Groeschel called The Christian Atheist: Believing in God but Living as if He Doesn’t Exist.  The question he poses to each reader is this:  Are you putting your whole faith in God but living as if everything is up to you?  

The men and women who we recorded in Hebrews 11 lived their lives in such a way that they were totally dependent on God showing up.  They laid it all on the line.  They gave up everything to God; totally dependent, submissive to Him.  They knew WHO HE WAS & they knew that GOD WOULD BE FAITHFUL TO ALL THAT HE SAID HE WOULD DO.  They challenge us!  

THESE MEN & WOMEN PROVOKE US TO WANT MORE OF HIM!                                    


Assignment:  As you continue reading through the book of John, your assignment is to record those truths about who God is (or who Jesus is) and then to record the promises (what does He say He will do).
This week’s reading:  John 5 & 6

	What the Word tells us about who God is:
	What God says He will do:

	
	


Reflect on the truths about God’s character (Jesus’ character).  What stands out the most to you from these chapters?

Faith Challenge:  What are statements of faith that have marked your life?  List some “by faith” statements.

· By faith, I _____________________________________________________________

· By faith, ______________________________________________________________

· By faith, _______________________________________________________________

· By faith, _______________________________________________________________

· By faith, _______________________________________________________________

· By faith, _______________________________________________________________

· By faith, _______________________________________________________________

· By faith, _______________________________________________________________

· By faith, _______________________________________________________________

· By faith, _______________________________________________________________

The more we know God, the more we will trust Him and act out of that belief.  Knowledge does not mean knowing.   I knew of Greg before I actually knew Greg.  And God promises that we can know Him when we seek Him.  Spending time with Him will cause us to really know Him.   Craig Groeschel says, “When we are thirsty for God, God will satisfy that longing. As we continue to seek God, we’ll grow to know him more and more intimately.  When we hear God’s voice, we’ll recognize it instantly.  We’ll talk to God all the time and miss him when circumstances distract us from his presence.  We’ll build a history together, storing up story after story of shared experiences.  We’ll love God.  We’ll trust God.  We’ll know God.”  (p. 34 in The Christian Atheist)   This is the goal of this study on faith~ to build a history together; to know God’s character and to trust that He is faithful to His promises.  Oh, that our lives would be marked by one “by faith” statement after another!  
Verse Study:  James 1:14-19
This is a time for you to sit with the Lord and meditate on His Word.  What does it say?  What did it mean to the people of the New Testament culture?  What does it mean for you?  Are there any lessons or principles that you can apply?  Set time aside to “chew on” the Word of God or as Mike Bickle says “Eat the Scroll”.  The more we study & sit with Jesus, the more we will desire Him and who He is, for we become what we behold.

	What the Word says (write out the verses in 1 translation or several):
	What it means in the context of the culture (use a commentary or study Bible):
	What it means to me (meditate on the verses & ask the Lord for revelation):
	What is a lesson/principle that I can apply?

	
	
	
	


Faith Journaling: This is your FAITH HISTORY.  It is important to record your history with God.  And we need to share our testimony because it not only builds us up, but it encourages others and increases their faith.  Revelation 12:11 tells us that we overcome by the BLOOD of the LAMB and the WORD of our TESTIMONY.  So, let’s start recording.

If you are not sure where to start, recall your faith story.  How did you meet the Lord?  How did the Spirit draw you into relationship with Him?

*Before you conclude this week, go back to page 1 and write a faith confession (something that God is working in your heart about faith).  Confess it daily until it begins to work its truth in your life*

Faith Confession:











