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Cultivating a Faithful & Fearless Heart

(Hebrews 11)


Week 4:  Faith is…Relational (Hebrews 11:5-6)

I.  (From Prayer Portions)~ Psalm 71:14 “But I will hope (expect good from God) continually and will praise You yet more and more.”
PRAISE:

· Honors God

· Undergirds faith

· Brings deliverance

· Is the voice of faith

· Is the language of heaven

· Sets the stage for God to move

· Releases angels to minister

· Fuels joy, which is my strength

· Knocks down walls of resistance

· Stills the enemy and avenger

· Dispels darkness & depression

· Must precede, not follow blessings

· Gives God the legal right to help you

· Brings the presence of God on the scene

· Is a sure sign of the acceptance of God’s Word

· Is the highway that faith moves its blessings down

· Is calling those things that are not, as though they are

II. Relationship draws us closer to the Almighty.  As we seek His face more & more, we will praise Him more & more~ seeing His power and His love and His holiness and His perfect nature!  And as we release PRAISE to HIM, His presence is experienced.   A. Our faith in God grows as we fellowship with God 
B. God desires my companionship

C. Determine in your heart that you will be one who is defined by the presence of Almighty God!

III. Enoch~ faith walking

A.  Enoch walked with God in this wicked world, before the flood; he was able to keep his life pure.  

B. Genesis 5:21-24 Enoch had a relationship with God.  He “walked” with God.  The Hebrew  implies that Enoch went up & down, in & out, to & fro, arm & arm with God, continually conversing with Him and growing closer to Him.  

C. Enoch learned to walk pleasingly before the Lord in the midst of a wicked society.  He was an ordinary man with all the same problems & burdens we carry; he was involved in life with a wife, children, obligations & responsibilities.  He didn’t hide himself away…he walked with God in the midst of all he did.  
D. Hebrews 11:5 tells us that he pleased God; that he was commended as one who pleased God.  How did he please God?  

1. Verse 6 gives us the answer~ these 2 verses cannot be separated; it was his faith that pleased God.  “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” 

2. Throughout the Bible and all of history those who walked closely with God became men and women of deep faith.  Their lives were marked by faith.  

3. We must have both the desire to please Him and the diligence to seek Him.

A. Faith mixed with patient endurance; stand firm, knowing that GOD IS WHO HE SAYS HE IS & THAT HE WILL DO WHAT HE SAYS HE WILL DO!

4. The character of the human part that interacts with the God part that’s when the extraordinary happens
5. To be with Jesus~ disciples are made by proximity to Jesus, not by learning about Him (John 5:39-40). 
A. The Pharisees had all kinds of knowledge about who Jesus was, but they despised Jesus & sought for opportunity to get rid of Him (they were threatened by the Son of Man)
1. Luke 11:37-54 gives an interaction between Jesus & the Pharisees

a. Read Luke 11:52-54

B. Enoch had proximity to God; he “walked” with Him. Each of the heroes of faith in Heb. 11 had experience with God; they did not just “know” about him, but they KNEW Him.  They encountered God.
IV. Enoch’s translation~ “Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.”  (Gen. 5:24) 
A. He was taken~ translated; carried across; he didn’t taste death; God took him away

1. What an incredible verse~ all of Enoch’s faith was focused on the one great desire of his heart; to be with the Lord; he could no longer bear to stand behind the veil; he just had to see the Lord!

B. It also means, that Enoch was not from this world.   As he walked with God each passing year, he became less attached to the things in this world.  He, like Paul, died daily to this earthly life

1. Enoch had no Bible, no worship songs to download from the internet, no devotionals, no teacher, no podcasts, no indwelling of the Holy Spirit…but He knew God!  God rewarded Enoch’s faithfulness by taking him from this life, so he would not taste death.  
V.  God is a rewarder of those who seek Him: (Heb. 11:6)

A. Our part:

1. Believe~ HE IS WHO HE SAYS HE IS 
a. I Cor. 1:9~ God is faithful

b. Num. 23:19 “God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man that he should change his mind.”

c. Heb. 13:8 “Jesus is the same yesterday, today & forever”

2. Earnestly seek Him~ 

a. “ekzeto”~ to zealously seek for something; exhausts all power in his search

b. We pay no attention to distractions, but we go after; pursue God

c. Jeremiah 29:13-14

B. God’s part:

1. Rewards those who 1) believe & 2) earnestly seek Him

2. John 10:1-11 (The Good Shepherd)

A. Has Integrity (vs. 1-4) When he comes to the flock, it is for their benefit; sheep do not fear him

B. Is relationally real & accessible (vs. 3-5) The sheep know His voice & trust Him:  Jesus’ voice is: 

· Biblical

· Personal

· Powerful

C. Is a leader (vs. 3-4)  He knows where the sheep need to go; He provides for them (Isaiah 30:15-20)
D. Is committed to the flock (vs. 10-11) It costs the shepherd to be a shepherd

*The relationship the shepherd had with his sheep is with His voice.

Wintering sheepfold~ the sheep pen was a large area with rock walls & 1 gate to enter; many shepherds kept their sheep in this sheep pen.  They would take turns being the “watchman” over the pen; the next day the shepherds would come to get their sheep & they would come through the gate and call the sheep by name and the sheep would follow him.

~ the shepherd would have the sheep since they were babies; each would have a name & they would follow close behind (touching his leg & following one another)

Summering sheepfold~ is a high rock wall & the shepherd laid in the gate so the thief/robber would have to go through the shepherd….otherwise the thief would climb over the wall (vs. 7-10)

3. If this unchanging, constant, unwavering behavior is the nature of God, as we allow His Spirit to move freely in our lives, He will make us faithful & steadfast.  
a. Faithful=reliable, loyal, steadfast, unwavering, devoted, dependable, dedicated (I Cor. 4:2, I Cor. 13:13)
4. As we fall more in love with Jesus, we will yield our lives to Him (praising Him for His goodness, kindness, authority, etc) & we will hand over our control to Him.  A reward:  God’s control of our lives
5. As faith is developed in us to deeper levels in our lives, we will walk in the light of Christ.  He will reward us with discernment, direction, revelation & insight~ to direct our steps.  And we will trust HIM.  
6. Another reward is fruit~ we will reap what we sow; a great harvest to come; we see that Noah comes from the line of Enoch; this is the choice before us~ to follow the way of Cain (worldliness) or to follow the way of Abel (righteousness).  The rewards are coming, in this age & in the age to come.  We need to set our eyes on things above, not on earthly things.
WHOEVER OWNS YOUR HEART HAS AUTHORITY IN YOUR LIFE!  

a.  Who owns your heart?  Who has authority in your life?  Who do you listen to?  Who has the final say in your life? 

1) God

2) Yourself

3) Another person/people

4) The world (media/culture)

5) The enemy

