THE WELL Ministry
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Cultivating a Faithful & Fearless Heart

(Hebrews 11)


Week 2:  Faith is…keeping the Prophetic Word of the Lord (Heb.11:2)
I.  Faith is found 769 times in the Bible

II. “This is what the ancients were commended  for,” Hebrews 11:2

A. Ancients:  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David ~ these are the ancient ones 
B. Faith is what they were commended for  (they were men/women living “by faith”, not by sight):  

1. Abel by faith….he was commended as a righteous man (vs. 4)

2. By faith, Enoch….was commended as one who pleased God (vs. 5)

3. After the list of heroes of faith….these were all commended for their faith…(vs. 39)

C. “Commended”~ a good report by an authority over us; if we commend ourselves it is boasting

1.  2 Corinthians 10:18 “For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.”

D. These men/women laid aside their reputation and any title/name; they fixed their eyes on Jesus and what He called them  to do

1. “A person who is obsessed thinks about heaven frequently.  Obsessed people orient their lives around eternity; they are not fixed on what is here in front of them.”  (p. 142) Francis Chan Crazy Love
III. 3 keys to Faith:   It is said of each of these “heroes” of faith that they walked with God, which means they had an encounter with Him.  And it was so powerful that it changed their life course…
A. Revelation~ from God Himself  or from a Prophetic Word spoken over you by a brother/sister in the Lord (test all the Words from people before the Lord).  

1. Faith is worked in me when I have a revelation and testimony breeds belief/faith and having that revelation so real to me that I live by that reality (the supernatural) instead of the temporal/physical (the natural); this is not head-knowledge, but an experience or encounter with God that changes the course of one’s life.  Head-knowledge doesn’t move you to transformation or to a point of living an “obsessed” life!  BUT, when you have an encounter with the Lord, nothing else matters.  You become obsessed with Jesus!  
2. Mary (mother of Jesus) had an encounter with the Lord that changed the course of her life history~ she had a willing & obedient heart; John the Baptist (his father was told of the prophetic destiny of the child) in Luke 1:11-17); disciple John had a radical encounter with the Lord & he records the account in the book of Revelation.  John was the Lord’s bondservant~ bonding himself to His Jesus willingly and John’s words through all the books he wrote in the Bible are to firm belief in our hearts of the truth of who God is and the love that HE has for us, that we would live our lives in submission & obedience & obsessed love for Jesus.

B. Perseverance~ paying no attention to distractions. Allow the Word to become so real to you that you can experience it; WE HAVE TO BELIEVE IT ENOUGH THAT IT CHANGES HOW WE LIVE
1. “Obsessed people are more concerned with obeying God than doing what is expected or fulfilling the status quo.  A person who is obsessed with Jesus will do things that don’t always make sense in terms of success or wealth on this earth.”  (p. 138) Francis Chan Crazy Love
2. No matter how long it takes! (Ex.~ Abraham )
C. Proclamation~ speaking out the Word that has been given to you back to the Lord as a prayer; speaking into the atmosphere (our words bring life or death); share the Word with someone so he/she can pray into it & hold you accountable to not let it go!

D.  Examples of those who have had revelation from God~ to hold onto the prophetic Word and watch the Lord fulfill His promise 
1. George Mueller~  Read the several paragraph account in Crazy Love (p. 157-158)

2. John the Baptist~ he knew what his call was on his life; “he came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men would believe” (John 1:7); “I am the voice calling in the desert. Make straight the way for the Lord.” (John 1:23); John had revelation, he persevered when he didn’t understand & proclaimed it out loud; he was faithful to the end
3. Noah~ God found a righteous man, in the midst of wickedness on the earth; Noah was God’s man! For over 100 years, every tree cut down was an act of faith; every swing of his hammer was an act of faith…believing that he had heard the voice of the Lord and that He would fulfill the promise.
4. Ronnie ~ had an impression from the Lord when he was driving one day, that he was to start a church in Omaha, NE…..this was while he was pasturing a church in Birmingham, AL.  He held the Word in his heart, asked several of his friends to pray into it with him, he brought it before the Lord and put aside all distractions….and began (when confirmation came) to move forward.  For a couple years he pressed into the idea/possibility/finances and at this time Relevant Community Church  is a vibrant, transforming church in Omaha, NE~ just celebrated their 1 year anniversary.
IV.  Which well am I drawing from ?
A. Natural well:

· Led by my flesh

· Led by my emotions

· Led by my thoughts

· “by sight”

· What’s going on in the world

· What people are saying

B. Supernatural well: ***THIS IS MORE REAL***

· Led by the Spirit

· Not moved by what I see

· “by faith”

· Hearing the prophetic voice of the Lord

· What is impossible with man is possible with God

C. Mark 8:14-21  Jesus is dealing with the disciples who have become dulled to the things of the supernatural; forgetting the destiny/call on their lives because they were drinking from the well of the natural

V. Practice listening to the voice of the Lord~ journal, Bible, pen & sitting quietly to His voice
A.  Has the Lord given you a dream, a Word, what has been spoken over you in the past that has really resonated in your spirit (a “yes” in your inner man), a picture you might have had of what was to come…ask the Lord to bring to your memory what revelation He has given you…write it out…hold onto it….ask the Lord for more revelation (in dreams/visions/pictures)….don’t let the distractions of life take the revelation from you.  Persevere &  Proclaim it~ remind the Lord; pray into it; hold onto it
B. Prophetic verses in the Bible for everyone of the Beloved Bride.  Our lives should be marked by faith, which is lived out in these ways:

1.  Matthew 28:18-20

2. Mark 12:30-31

