	Camping Around God’s Fiery Presence
	4 week study



	“Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.”  Exodus 25:8




WEEK 1:

What is the atmosphere that is being created in your home?
I. Introduction: 

A. We are living in an age where the darkness is getting darker.  Those things that are wrong are called right and those that are right are called wrong.  

B. If you are not convinced of this, check out the prime time line up on television or news media or turn on the radio (one of the “popular” radio stations) and watch or listen for an hour.  Would you agree with me that the darkness in this world is increasing?  {Parent, you will have an opportunity at the end of this chapter to do a family project, evaluating movies/television/music and video games based on various elements.}

II. Unfortunately, we are desensitized to that reality and too many parents have allowed the world to disciple their children.  

A. Statistics show that our children are rapidly moving away from a Biblical worldview. 

1.  A recent nationwide survey by the Barna Research Group revealed that only 4% of Americans had a Biblical worldview.  

2. Barna’s survey also connected a person’s worldview with his/her own moral beliefs and actions.  

3. Barna says, “Although most people own a Bible and know some its content, our research found that most Americans have little idea how to integrate core Biblical principles to form a unified and meaningful response to the challenges and opportunities of life.”  

B. The kingdom of the world, where we physically live has affected us, the beloved of God.  My heart breaks at this truth because we have mixed the culture of the worldly kingdom with the culture of the Heavenly Kingdom and what we are left with is a big mess.  

III. It is important to know what worldview means:  

A. A worldview is a framework from which we view reality and make sense of life and the world.

B. It is a combination of all you believe to be true and what you believe becomes the driving force behind every emotion, decision, and action.  

C. It affects your response to every area of life:  philosophy, science, economics, theology, law, politics, government, art, entertainment, education, and the role of family. It affects every sphere we live in.  

D. The Bible does not use the word “worldview” but does give us some direction in how to interpret our world.  

1. Colossians 2:6-8 says, “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted (to be firmly and deeply rooted, making the object fixed, steady, stable and strong) and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the element spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.”  

2. We are to be so rooted in Christ and His value system that we discern the false philosophy of the culture/world which is ever changing. 

E. Jeff Baldwin, a fellow at the Texas-based Worldview Academy, says “Worldview is like an invisible pair of eyeglasses-glasses you put on to help you see reality clearly.  If you choose the right pair of glasses, you can see everything vividly and can behave in sync with the real world…But if you choose the wrong pair of glasses, you may find yourself in a worse plight than the blind man-thinking you see clearly when in reality your vision is severely distorted.”   What glasses are you wearing?  

IV. Biblical Worldview:  

A. George Barna used the following questions in his survey.  Do you have a Biblical worldview?  

· Do absolute moral truths exist?

· Is absolute truth defined by the Bible?

· Did Jesus Christ live a sinless life?

· Is God the all-powerful and all-knowing Creator of the universe, and does He still rule it today?

· Is salvation a gift from God that cannot be earned?

· Is Satan real?

· Does a Christian have a responsibility to share his or her faith in Christ with other people?

· Is the Bible accurate in all of its teachings?

B. In Barna’s survey, only 9 percent of "born- again" believers answered “yes” to these questions. Did you answer yes?  What is more important than the answer to the question is your lifestyle.  Does your life reflect your “yes”?   We act on our belief system or worldview – our responses to life issues, circumstances, trials and successes reflect what we believe in our “gut”. 
C. The ideas of the secular worldview are screaming all around the culture.  We are bombarded by the humanistic belief system in television, movies, news media, magazines, books, educational systems (from early elementary through universities).  God has called us to live counter-cultural; to be set apart; to be an example for the culture.  However, if we look just like the culture, we are not leading them anywhere; they are leading us.  In Romans 12:2, Paul says, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world (secular worldview), but be transformed by the renewing of the mind (to a Biblical paradigm/worldview).”

V. I want to share the picture the Lord has quickened in my spirit.  This has exploded in my inner man: There are two rivers moving in opposite directions.  One is the river of the culture (world) and the other is the river of the Kingdom of God.  It used to be that you could have one foot in one river and one foot in the other….however that is not true any longer.  Both are running high and fast.  As the waters rise, you will be swept away.  In these days in which we are living, the question we need to seriously consider is this:

Which river am I in?  Which river has most of me?  And if we are parents, we need to consider this question:  Which river am I immersing my children into?  Where will you lead your family?  Who’s going to raise your kids?

We must decide which river we will live in.  The river of the culture is sin and destruction.  What may seem innocent to you now, will soon own you.  As the darkness gets darker and as evil is called good and good evil, God has called us to stand as signposts to the world.  We cannot be a signpost if we are following along with the river of the culture.  Be alert.  Awaken your spiritual eyes and ears.  We are called to discern the times in which we are living…it is time to give up the lesser pleasures this world has to offer and go after the deep pleasures of the River of God.  

The river of the Kingdom of God is running fast and strong.  As we immerse ourselves and our children in this river, we will have hearts and minds set on the Kingdom of heaven.  Strength, power and authority are released in this river.  Courage to stand.  Boldness to speak.  Jump into this river…get out of the river of this culture.  The world promises what it can’t deliver.  But God delivers on all His promises.  He is faithful.  He is calling us to swim with the current of the God of heaven.  To shift the atmosphere in your home, jump in the river!  

The Lord is looking for a generation who:

· Won’t settle for the status quo

· Chooses to set themselves apart for the Lord

· Will be counted as the righteous ones who will live by faith in Jesus

·  Counts the cost of following Jesus; carries his/her cross dying to self

· Will lay aside the  things of this kingdom, choosing instead to live in radical obedience to Christ

· Goes after a simple lifestyle (Matthew 5-6-7) imitating Jesus as He walked on the earth

· Seeks God in the secret place of prayer

· Fasts

· Gives generously with a joyful heart

· Sets a new standard of righteousness in the areas of business, finance, education, science, government, arts & entertainment, family and media

· Loves God and loves others (living the first & second commandments)

· Denys self (to forget one’s self, lose sight of one’s own interests, cease to make self the object of one’s life and actions)

· Loves his/her spouse

· Spends time in the presence of the Lord

· Values the issues on God’s heart

· Studies the Word of God to know God more and more

· Speaks boldly being a faithful witness to the truth

· Lives fascinated by the pleasure of loving God

· Understands that he/she is a son/daughter of the Most High God

A. There is urgency in my spirit to be consecrated now; to come out; to be set apart unto the Lord.  

1. This is a very counter-cultural way of life, even among Christian families.  I have heard these words said about us, “you are going overboard”; “you won’t be relevant”; “you’ve taken this too far”; “your children won’t have any friends”, etc.  

2. The image I keep in my mind as we walk in opposition to the world is this:  Picture a high school hall with a stairway.  The bell rings and the students are released for the day.  All the students are running to the stairway and are charging their way down the stairs, to make their way out of the building.  My husband and I are going up the stairs with our children next to us….fighting to go up the stairs as the multitude is headed down the stairs.  This is the picture of creating an atmosphere of a Kingdom Culture, camped around God’s presence.  

3. It is not “popular”.  It is counter-cultural.  It is hard.  In order to go against the grain or to swim upstream, we must be intentional.  

4. This type of atmosphere in the home doesn’t just happen…the culture has a great pull and we will be moved in the direction of the culture, if we are not intentional about turning aside from the culture.  Everything needs to be evaluated with a change of paradigm and that takes time and purpose.  

5. As you begin this great adventure, seek out those who might have a desire to live in radical obedience along with you & your family.  

a. God calls us to be in community~ not to live individualistically.  So, as we taught our children, modeling a life of radical obedience to the Lord, we found those families who were chasing after this lifestyle too.  

b. Because it is hard to live this way, in a culture opposed to the things of God, it is important to find one or two other families who desire to build a house for the Lord.  

c. Of course we don’t imitate Jesus perfectly, but we set our heart to obey and love Him first and to love others. 

d. He sees the “yes” in our spirit, even in our weak state; He sees our desire to raise our children to honor the Lord and to love Him with all that is in them.  

DISCUSSION:  

· What kind of friends do we go to for counsel?  Do they share worldly wisdom of Godly wisdom?   

· What kind of culture do we want to cultivate in our home?  

· What are some important ideas to incorporate in our culture?  

6. In Philippians 3:17 “Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you.” Paul is challenging the like-minded believers to connect with others who are living this Kingdom lifestyle; to partner with them and encourage them in the walk of faith, because “…as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ,” (vs.18)

· Meditate on Philippians 3:17.   Ask the Lord who it is that He would have you “take note of” and possibly connect with.  Who are those in your lives, who live according to the pattern of the Kingdom of God? 
VI. In the book of Exodus in the Old Testament, we see the nation of Israel being called by God to be  His treasured possession (Exodus 19:5).   God delivered the nation of Israel from Egyptian oppression by sending Moses to free the people of God.  Deuteronomy 4:34-35 speaks of the miraculous way God moved on behalf of Israel, “Has any god ever tried to take for himself one nation out of another nation, by testings, by miraculous signs and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by great and awesome deeds like all the things the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your very eyes? You were shown these things so that you might know that the Lord is God; besides Him there is no other.”  
A. The Israelites had been embedded in the Egyptian culture for over four hundred years.  

1. They had been a slave people, so upon entering the desert, they were without government or even social rules for living.  

2. In the wilderness God establishes His leader Moses, His government, His social laws of living in community (health regulations, business practices, etc.) and most importantly, God establishes His presence as the centrality of their life.  

3. The twelve tribes of Israel literally set up camp around the presence of the Lord (where He dwelt among them in the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle).  Exodus 25:8-9 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.  Make the Tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.”   
4. The Tabernacle structure was at the center of the “camp” and all the tribes placed their tents around this structure.  Numbers 2 gives the placement of the tribes around the Tabernacle.  “ The Lord said to Moses and Aaron:  ‘The Israelites are to camp around the Tent of Meeting some distance from it, each man under his standard with the banners of his family,”  Numbers 2:1-2.  

5. It is estimated that the encampment around the Tabernacle extended 12 miles!  The Lord is looking for a people who will camp around the His Presence as the centrality of their life.  

6. The central verse for this study is Isaiah 66:1-2, which says, “This is what the Lord says:  ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool.  Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my resting place be?  Has not my hand made all these things, and so they came into being?’ declares the Lord.  This is the one I esteem:  he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.” 

7. Intentionality is the key word as we begin a paradigm shift in our home.  We can have all the best intentions, thoughts and desires, but without intentionality, it will amount to nothing.  Make a decision to camp around the presence of God; to build a house for the Lord.  
Discuss:    
· Is God the centrality of your family life?  

· What do you believe?  Our actions reflect what is in the heart.

· Would you say your home reflects the kingdom of earth or the Kingdom of Heaven?

8. You may be thinking “I have never thought about the culture in my home.  I am doing my best to stay afloat.”  Well you are in good company.  I have been there, done that!  Make this the time to get started.  Do not let shame or blame set in your mind or heart….this is new revelation, so don’t look back.  Keep your eyes focused on what lies ahead and keep moving.  

	“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  I will be found by you, declares the Lord.”  Jeremiah 29:13-14




B. When the Israelites were released from Egypt being led by God in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night (Exodus 13:21-22), the nation of Israel made their way to the Red Sea.  

1. Pharaoh, realizing what he had done makes the statement in Exodus 14:5, “What have we done?  We have let the Israelites go and have lost their services,” so Pharaoh and his army go in pursuit of the Israelites.  

2. As these newly freed people notice that Pharaoh with his army were chasing them and the Red Sea was before them, they had three options:  

1) fight, 

2) surrender, or 

3) trust God and keep moving ahead into the Sea.  

3. The people cried out to God and he said to them “Why are you crying out to me?  Tell the Israelites to move on,” Exodus 14: 15.  

4. God is saying the same thing to you and me.  We don’t need to look back to see Pharaoh’s army (enemy’s lies or our own thoughts of failure or another’s spoken word of condemnation over us), we need to move forward.  

5. God will part the Red Sea for you as He did for the Israelites.  

6. His desire is that you are encamped around His presence, so He can provide for your needs and lead you and protect you.  
7. Jesus sees your need.  He is compassionate to all His creation and He notices all that you are doing to raise your children as responsible, loving adults.  Do not be discouraged, but be encouraged…if no one else notices, God does.  And His eyes are the only eyes that matter.

The goal for this study is this:  That your home environment will provide a rich atmosphere of Kingdom culture that will grow seeds to flourish and blossom and move into the purposes of God in the next generation.  What seeds do you want to grow easily in the culture (environment) you are creating?  

Assignments:   

1) Before going any further in this study, use the chart (wkst 1) to evaluate where you are now (in several areas) and where you would like your family to be.  This will be your launching point for this culture shift.  (parents to do)

· Week 1 worksheet

2) Family Activation:  Kingdom Culture (to do together as a family)

· Part one & Two

WEEK 1:  Worksheet

	Where the family is now in the following areas: (focus is on the family, not individuals)
	Goal:  Where you’d like your family to be:



	Time Management:


	Time Management:

	How problems/stress/anxiety are handled?


	How problems/stress/anxiety are handled?

	Marriage relationship:


	Marriage relationship:

	Finance Management:


	Finance Management:

	What we believe (actions reflect belief):


	What we  believe (actions reflect belief):

	How we think about past, present, future:


	How we think about past, present, future:

	How do we relate to others?


	How do we relate to others?

	How we think and what we think:


	How we think and what we think:

	How we live:


	How we live:

	How are the gifts of the Holy Spirit & fruit of the Holy Spirit cultivated?


	How are the gifts of the Holy Spirit & fruit of the Holy Spirit cultivated?


Notes:  

WEEK 1

Family Activation:  Kingdom Culture

I. Part One:

Spend some time praying and seeking the Lord for the significant changes that you want to incorporate into your family culture.  As you pray and discuss what is important to the culture in your home, I would suggest that you list seven to ten “Characteristics of a Kingdom Culture” on index cards.  {You will evaluate and prioritize these Kingdom values}.  These would be the initial changes made to your home environment to begin a shift in your culture.  

This will give you a starting point with everyone on the same page.  To begin, ask: 

What is important to your family?  Here is a list to help you get started:

· Serving (in the community or church or organization)?  

· Consecration (being set apart)? 

· Missions (going overseas or right in your city)?  

· Weekly devotional time together?  

· Nightly dinners together?   

· Hospitality?  

· Generous giving (of time/money)?

· Having a simple lifestyle?

· Feeding the poor?  

· Caring for the sick?  

· Praying together?   

Are there families you admire?  What is it that you admire about them?   Would it be possible to meet with them?  Invite them over for dessert and ask them to share some of the key strategies they have learned as they have sought to raise a family camping around God’s Presence.  

As a single parent, think about a family or families that you admire or maybe there is a single parent that seems to “have it all together”.  What is it you admire about that couple or single parent?  What are they doing “right”?  Would it be possible to meet with this couple or individual & ask them to share some of the key strategies they have learned as they have sought to raise a family camping around God’s Presence.

II. Part  Two:

Get out the “Kingdom Culture” index cards and read them aloud.  Everyone in the family gets a chance to vote on 2 or 3 ideas that they would like to incorporate in the family.  The top 3 or 4 picks are the starting point for your family to make a Culture Shift.

Get these ideas written out and discuss how you will implement the changes.  This could be a “mission statement” for the year.  Everyone needs to see the “Kingdom Culture” that you have agreed to, so put the statements on the fridge or review them weekly at Sunday dinner.  What will work for your family?  

Another way is to “quiz” one another throughout the week.  There should be a prize to win! (  Kids get to quiz parents too.  After a week of talking through the values that you have decided upon as a family, and after posting them, tell the kids to be ready to say them on demand.  And kids you can do the same to your parents.  The idea is to be fun and that the entire family is on the same page!  

Notes:

	I John 2:15-17, “Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For everything in the world~ the cravings of sinful man (lust of the flesh), the lust of his eyes, and the boastings of what he has and does (pride of life: Power, Position, Prestige)~ comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.”  


Week 2:
Traps of the enemy

I. Introduction:  The culture of the world screams very loudly to behave a certain way, embrace a worldly  belief system, be “tolerant”, and live selfishly following the passions and desires of the flesh.  We need to be aware of the traps of the enemy to stand firm in these days.  I Timothy 3:7 uses the words “the devil’s traps” and Psalm 91:3 calls the traps “the fowler’s snare”.  His traps are hidden and take us by surprise (Ecc 9:12, Amos 3:5, Obadiah 7), so we need to be on guard and alert.  

A. The enemy doesn’t have any new scheme or snare; he uses the same traps with us today as he did in the beginning.  There is nothing new under the sun.  We see in Genesis 3 (we don’t even get out of the first book of the Bible before sin enters onto the scene) that the enemy comes to Eve and tempts her by getting her to question God.  

II. In the beginning…  

A. Read Genesis 2:15-3:10 (Imagine with me the scene of the garden).

B. God spoke the words and the world came into being.  Then with His own hands, he creates man from the dust of the earth and then fashions woman from a rib of the man.  The man and woman became one flesh and both were naked and felt no shame (Gen 2).  The garden was perfect.  Adam and Eve had all of their needs met.  

1. There was no sickness, no stress, no demands, no fear, no danger, no bills, no discontent, no anxiety, no storms, no miscommunication, no isolation, no differences.  Imagine that!  They lived in perfection, something we cannot even comprehend.  Adam and Eve did not sin because of their circumstances….sin is a product of the heart.  

2. Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is hopelessly dark and deceitful, a puzzle that no one can figure out,” (Message).  The enemy knows what tactic to use for each of us that will cause our hearts to move toward selfishness, rebellion and independence.  

III. The progression of sin:

A. The enemy planted a seed of doubt in Eve.  He asked a question that caused Eve to doubt God’s love for her; causing mistrust in His character and creating discontent.  

1. Genesis 3:1 tells us, “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.  He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, ‘You must not eat fruit from any tree in the garden?”   

2. There’s the seed of doubt~ “Did God really say…”.  Then the enemy twisted the words in order to confuse Eve. Eve’s mistake was conversing with the enemy!

3. Eve listened to a lie.  She got close to the serpent and entertained his suggestion

B. Eve dwelled on the lie (thought about it; meditated on it)

1. Eve responds, “We may eat from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die,’” (Genesis 3:2-4).  

2. She conversed with the enemy and considered what he said.

3. Eve is not remembering correctly.  What God actually said was, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die,” (Genesis 2:16-17).  

4. Eve believed the lie. She believed the serpent’s promise was more trustworthy than what God had said.

5. Deception has been planted in Eve, so Satan goes in for the “kill”.  

Genesis 3:4-5, “You will not surely die…for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  

6. Eve acted on the lie.  She ate the fruit.

And that was all it took for Eve to pluck the fruit off the tree. This was the first lie Eve had ever heard and she believed it so easily.  

C. Review:

1. She listened to the enemy

2. She dwelled on the lie and engaged the enemy in conversation.

3. She believed the lie

4. She acted on the lie. The enemy persuaded her to sin by eating the fruit from the one tree God had forbidden them to eat from.  All of Eden was before them.  They had all that they could ever need or desire.  Psalm 16:6 tells us that God’s boundaries lie in pleasant places.  They are for our good.  God had established a boundary line.  Do not eat the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  

D. Adam’s role:

1. Where was Adam?  Why didn’t he protect his wife from the enemy?  Was he off roaming through the garden naming the animals?  

2. Genesis 3:6 tells us where Adam was, “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her and he ate it.” 
3. Adam was standing right next to Eve.  He was not her protector or defender.  He didn’t play the hero and ward off the evil serpent.  He stood motionless and speechless, a coward and accepted the fruit of the tree.  His heart was already bent on sin as well.  

4. Adam abdicated his position of authority over his wife.

E. The consequences of their sin were catastrophic; not only for Adam and Eve, but for mankind. 

F. In order for us to sin, we must believe a lie.  The enemy will use the same traps that he’s used since the beginning of time.  

IV. TRUTH protects us from the lies of the enemy

A. We need to be guarded by the Truth.  We need to know God:  His character, His love for us, His faithfulness to all His promises. We need to know who He is!  When we know Him, there is no trap of the enemy that can succeed.  We see the counterfeit coming and are not fooled by it. 

B.  I had a pastor years ago that spoke about his years in the banking industry.  He explained to us how they, the bankers, kept themselves from cashing counterfeit money:  They studied the real thing (especially the hundred dollar bills).  They knew what the money felt like, smelled like, and looked like.  They observed the markings, the thickness, and the shades of color.  They spent so much time studying the real bills, that if a fake one came along, they could easily pick it out.  

C. If you are a soda drinker you have had this same experience as the bankers.  I drink Diet Coke.  I have spent many years drinking diet coke and I can tell when a “counterfeit” has been placed before me.  I know the “real thing” so well.  All it takes is one sip for me to say, “That’s not diet coke”.  My sister drinks Diet Pepsi and she can say the same thing about drinking anything other than a diet Pepsi.  I want my spiritual senses to be so sharp that they can spot the counterfeit just like I can a “fake” diet coke.  

D. Family Activity:  It is important to know God; to know His character; to know what He does; to know what He likes and dislikes; to know how He feels about you and your family; to know who He is, so you can see the “fake” and the “lies” of the enemy.  A fun activity that we have done with our family for years~ since they were little children is what I call:  God’s Alphabet Name.

Someone begins with “A” and tells something about God that begins with “A”~ Almighty.  The next person picks a characteristic that starts with “B”~ Burden-bearer.  Then “C” ~ Creator.  And so on…until the last letter “Z”.  Several of the letters can be a challenge and each time you play this game, you may have the same words for “Q” and “X” and “Z”, but it is fun to encourage one another to be creative in the words.  Sylvia Gunter has 365 Names, Titles and Attributes of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in her book, Prayer Portions.  You may find ideas on-line to help if you get stuck on a letter!

E. We do have a cunning enemy and he doesn’t play fair.  Parents, he will lie to our kids.  Be on guard.  He will use the culture to trap them and trip them up, so they would miss out on what God has for them.  But, be of good courage, God is bigger and stronger and more powerful.  Satan is NOT God’s equal.  He is a created being.  He is a fallen angel who will suffer much at the end of this age.  But we do need to look at his tactics, so we are aware and alert.  

V. Enemy’s traps/schemes/snares: 

A. The lust of the flesh~ she “saw that the fruit was good for food” (Genesis 3:6)

1. The lust of the flesh is described as wanting something when I want it and I usually want it NOW!  The best example of this is toddlerhood.  If you have a toddler, no one needs to define this for you!  When a toddler wants a toy or a drink or a snack, he wants it NOW!  If he doesn’t get it, he will throw a tantrum.  That’s what our flesh does when we don’t feed it! 

2. Flesh wants it NOW!  Delayed gratification doesn’t satisfy the flesh.  In a Bible study I did many years ago, the word flesh was explained in an acronym:

3. F=Following, L=Long, E=Established, S=Selfish, H=Habits. 

a. Take the FLESH test.  How fleshy are you?  Be honest as you evaluate each statement of the FLESH.  Ask the Holy Spirit to illuminate areas of fleshiness.  

FLESH statements:

· Says or thinks, “I want it my way.”

· Responds to problems with self-pity.

· Thinks or says, “I deserve this.”

· Tend to excuse my own sin while condemning sin in others.

· I obsess about my obvious failures.

· I long to be praised.

· I love people who love me.

· Indulges self.

· Personal comfort is my priority.

· I get upset when I am criticized.

· Make sure others notice my good deeds and I demand credit.

· Love to be center of attention.

· Easily offended.

· I always pick what to do with my friends.

· I find it hard to bounce back from disappointments.

· I get defensive when I am criticized.

· In a conversation, I talk about me, me, and me.

b. We can challenge our FLESH by not giving it what it demands.  As we starve the flesh, we are training ourselves in Kingdom life.  

B. The lust of the eyes~ “and pleasing to the eye” (Genesis 3:6)

1. Eve SAW.  Eve’s physical eyes lusted after something.  

2. This is lust ~ a discontent with what one has.  The last of the Ten Commandments speaks to this type of lust:  Do not covet.  To covet means to earnestly desire or long after something. Each one of us could share an example from our own lives in which we lusted after something we saw~ something our neighbor had or a friend or a family member.  

3. We need guard our heart so we don’t fall into the lust of the eyes.  

4. Horses have blinders placed on the sides of their heads when they are racing, so they are focused on what is in front of them.  We need to walk in this life with blinders on the sides, so we do not look to the right or the left and get distracted by what is in front of us~ our focus!

C. The pride of life~ “and desirable for gaining wisdom” (Genesis 3:6) 

1. Eve lusted after the effects or consequences of eating the fruit from the tree.  She desired wisdom.  At this point (before the fall) she had wisdom.  But discontent was set in her heart and she longed for more.  So now she would settle for worldly wisdom.  

2. The pride of life can be described by the three P’s:  Power, position, and prestige.  The root of SELF is in each of the 3 Ps.  

Power= More interested in advancing yourself than the work of God’s Kingdom:  jealousy and envy rule the heart; love of mammon; praise of man; being threatened by losing “control”; manipulation and deception is used to keep control.  As a believer in Jesus, power is endued to us because of our Family Name!  We carry around the Spirit of God within us and He has ALL the power!  I John 4:4 tells us, “Greater is He that is in me, than he that is in the world.”  God’s power is in us!  The greatest power that has ever invaded earth resides in us!  Who needs the world’s power?  

Position=Your interests and desires are foremost; life is a competition; others in the “race” are enemies, not co-laborers; self-serving attitude. As a believer, I am a child of God.  That is my position.  And my Father is the creator of the Universe.  He owns it all.  He spoke and it was made.  He is my daddy.  I am a son or daughter of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  My name is written on the palm on God’s hand.  There is no striving; we are co-heirs with Christ. Who needs position in this world?

Prestige=This is more alluring than wealth; to be admired and respected; self-obsession; to be known; to be flattered.  When you are energized by men’s praises, you lose your discernment.  Jesus refused prestige from man “I do not receive honor from men,” John 5:41 says.  And Jesus calls us to live for the praise of God, not man.  In Matthew 6:1 & 4, He says, “Be careful not to do your acts of righteousness before men, to be seen by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven…when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.  Then your Father, who sees what is done is secret will reward you.”  As believers, we are known in heaven.  Who needs more prestige than that?  
3. We see these three Ps at work in the lives of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5).  “Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife, Sapphira, also sold a piece of property.  With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest to the apostle’s feet,”  Acts 5:1-2.  

a. Ananias lied about how much they sold the property for, giving money to the apostles, claiming it was all they received for the property.  In reality, he (with his wife’s full knowledge) kept a portion of the money for themselves.  So, it was a blatant lie to the apostles and in essence a blatant lie to God.   

b. Now why did they do that?  It was a generous thing to do~ to sell a piece of land and give money to the apostles….they could’ve been honest with the apostles.  

c. We need to go back into the 4th chapter of Acts to see what triggered this wrong heart motive.  “Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabus (which means “son of encouragement”, sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostle’s feet,” Acts 4:36-37.  

d. Jealousy was stirred in the hearts of Ananias and Sapphira.  They wanted to be recognized.  Their motive was self-serving.  They wanted:

· Position= Ananias and Sapphira were concerned about their own interests; they wanted  recognition for what they did, which could lead to a higher level of position in this new church.

· Power= Ananias and Sapphira wanted power.  They were more interested in advancing themselves than the work of the Kingdom.  Jealousy and envy of Barnabus took root in their hearts and together they decided to deceive.  They used manipulation and deception with the apostles.

· Prestige= Ananias and Sapphira wanted to be regarded with honor in the early church.  They thought this would gain them prestige among the apostles.  They had seen that with Barnabus.  To be admired and respected is more alluring than wealth. 

e. God’s judgment to Ananias and Sapphira was immediate and swift to keep the church purified and in unity.  God will not share His power with another.  God saw right to their heart motive:  “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart,” I Samuel 16:7.  

f. A question to pose to ourselves:  Am I clamoring for prestige, power or position?  

g. The enemy doesn’t have new schemes; he uses the same deception over and over because it is very effective.  So, we need to be proactive to devise a plan to keep our families on course because the days are evil.   And this plan begins with creating a Kingdom Culture in your family life.  When this is in place, it will help parents and children maneuver through the traps and snares the enemy tries to use against you.

D. I John 2:15-17 says, “Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For everything in the world~ the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes, and the boasting of what he has and does~ comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.”  

1. John (Jesus’ beloved disciple) has to tell us in the first letter of John to NOT love the world.  Why?  Because we need to be reminded; we are so easily swayed by the things of this world.  What is the world?  Everything connected to this present life (the kingdom of this age); temporal; being satisfied with the present state of things, desiring those more than the eternal (Kingdom of heaven realities).  In verse 17 John is reminding us that all the stuff of this temporary life will eventually be done away with.  

VI. Reposition your thinking.

A. This week, take some time to ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any hidden heart motives or areas that the lust of flesh/eyes/pride has taken root.  Repent of any traps you’ve been caught in.

B. Reposition your thinking.  “As a man thinks, so he is,” Proverbs 23:7 (NASB).   

C. Paul exhorts us in Romans 12:2 to be renewed in our thinking.  “Do not conform any longer to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  

1. The patterns of this world (belief system) have a way of conforming or fashioning us to its worldly system.  

2. God has called us out of the world and into His Glorious Kingdom.  We have a high calling.  

D. Our thinking has to change.  Think in line with God’s Word.  Believe in line with God’s Word.

E. It’s time we think about what we think about!

1. Meditate on Philippians 4:8.  “Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”  
Take note of the characteristics described in this verse:  

TRUE:  God’s Word is the TRUTH.  We need to know it!

NOBLE:  Anything worthy of respect.

RIGHT:  Just

PURE:  Innocent

LOVELY:  Anything that calls forth love

ADMIRABLE:  Good reputation

EXCELLENT/PRAISEWORTHY:  Commendable

A change of mind leads to a change of attitude which leads to a change of action which leads to a change of belief system.

What is the Lord speaking to you?

Discuss:  How do you see these three traps in your life?  Is there one that stands out?

1. lust of the flesh (Flesh is describes as “what I want, when I want it & I usually want it now”)
2. lust of the eyes (Things, images our eyes see that cause a desire for more)
3. pride of life in your life (position, power, control)
Week 2 Family Activation  
The Rating Game:

This family activity is designed to get your family more familiar with the worldview that is being presented to us.  The intent of the worldly culture is to move us away from a Biblical worldview ~ to embrace the corruptness of the world.  It doesn’t happen overnight, but instead it is a “slow fade”~ moving little by little away from a Biblical worldview… until we are desensitized to it.  

Rating Scale: 
 A   B   C   D   F

Here is the best and worst of rating scale:

· A= whatever is:  true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, praiseworthy (qualities taken from Philippians 4:8)
· F= Acts of the flesh:  sexual immorality, impurity, debauchery, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissension, factions, envy, drunkenness, etc. (qualities taken from Galations 5:19-21)
Name of movie/show/video game/song (etc):  __________________________________

Directions:  As you watch, play or listen, record what you notice for each category and then give the category a letter grade rating at the end of the movie/show/etc… 

Sexual Content:  A B C D F

Violence:  A B C D F
Spiritual Content: A B C D F 

Crude/Profane Language:  A B C D F

Drug/Alcohol Content:  A B C D F

Positive Elements:  A B C D F 

Other Negative Elements:  A B C D F 

From this rating game, what is the overall grade of the movie/show/etc?   A  B  C  D  F 

What are your thoughts or comments on this family activity? 
	Hosea 2:14 “Therefore I am going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and 
speak tenderly to her.  There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the 

Valley of Achor{trouble} a door of hope.  There she will sing as in the days of her youth, 
as in the day she came up out of Egypt.”


Week 3:  

Turning Aside~ A Fiery Encounter with God
I. INTRO:

A. Israelites spent 400 years in bondage under Egyptian reign. Moses the Deliverer was sent by God to free the nation of Israel.  But before sending Moses, he had to have a fiery encounter with God that would set his life in motion for the unbelievable miraculous events that were to come!  

B. I want to spend a little time looking at Moses’ experience in the wilderness; to examine the God-encounter that stirred boldness in Moses to go as God’s messenger to Pharaoh.  

1. Moses enters the pages of Scripture in the book of Exodus.   At the opening of the book (Exodus 1), the Hebrew people are seventy in number (Joseph brought his family to Egypt to escape the famine) and we are given a multiplied timeline explaining that Joseph and his generation have all died. However, the Hebrew population has increased abundantly in such a way that the land was “filled with them” (Ex.1:7).  A new Pharaoh has come to power that knows nothing of Joseph and his ancestry.  We also see that the Hebrew people have lost favor with government in high places. Subsequently, for 430 years they lived in slavery and bondage in the land of Egypt and it seemed to them as if God had forgotten about their pain and struggle.  

2. Pharaoh, operating in fear, became threatened by their large numbers and then orders the Hebrew baby boys to be thrown into the Nile River.  This is the murderous scene and generation that we see Moses being born into.  Fortunately, his Godly father and mother (both which are descendents of Levi~ the priesthood lineage)were able to hide Moses from Pharaoh for several months. But, when it was no longer possible to conceal him, his mother placed him in a basket and sent Moses “among the reeds of the bank of the Nile” (Ex.2:3).  Pharaoh’s daughter then draws Moses out of the water.  The name Moses’ literally means “Drawn Out”.  

3. Next, we see that while the Hebrew people were struggling under the heavy hand of the Pharaoh, Moses enjoyed the affluence and education of a sophisticated Egyptian culture.  We are not told about Moses’ foreknowledge of the plight of his people, but at age 40, Moses takes justice into his own hands by killing an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew man.  Moses then flees to the wilderness to escape Pharaoh.  As a result he takes refuge among the people of Midian, where he meets his wife and has two children.   After shepherding for 40 years in the wilderness, Moses has an encounter that will change his life forever.  

II. Fiery Encounter on the far side of the desert
A. Exodus 3 begins “Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within the bush.  Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up.  So Moses thought, ‘I will go over and see this strange sight~ why the bush does not burn up’,” (Exodus 3:1-3).  

1. God grabbed Moses’ attention by a bush that was on fire but wasn’t being consumed by the flames.  Moses moved closer to see the sight.  By turning aside, he was moving away from the normal activities of his day (shepherding).  He left the familiar and moved in closer to the presence of God.  This is the fiery encounter that Moses experienced with God.  

2. Each of us need to have our own “fiery encounter” with God in order to be set on fire; to move out from the ordinary; to step out in faith.  

3. The flame has my name!  God calls us to the burning bush.  Will we turn aside to meet with God?  This involves a turning from the familiar to seek the unfamiliar.  

4. Moses’ life was changed forever by that encounter with God.  

a. For Moses, he left the ordinary life of a shepherd and followed the fiery footprints of God; to take a nation into a new territory.  

b. Turning aside is a way of repenting.  It is a moving toward God, which causes us to move away from doing things our own way.  

c. Will you choose to turn aside?  Your life will be changed forever.  Once you’ve had an encounter with God’s fiery presence, there is no more going back to “normal”.  He will call you higher.  He will impart strength, wisdom, boldness, insight, direction and counsel.  From this encounter, we then follow in His fiery footprints as we lead our family into new territory.  

B. Moses had 40 years of ordinary.  

1. He was a shepherd (his occupation), he had a young family (two boys), he was a husband and son-in-law, he probably was connected with friends, etc.  

2. Can you relate to his life?  And in the middle of this ordinary life came an encounter with the God of the Universe.  No longer was Moses’ life going to be normal.  

3. God is looking for those who will turn aside to experience His fire!  

4. In the account of Moses, God did not speak until Moses turned aside.  “When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’” (Exodus 3:4).  

5. God desires to encounter people.  He provides opportunities for fiery encounters with His presence, but He waits for someone to turn aside.  

C. We cannot come away from a fiery encounter unchanged.  

1. In God’s presence there is change that happens:  motives, attitudes, behaviors, sensitivity to His Spirit, desires, destiny, identity...  

2. Moses was given his assignment from God~ to deliver the oppressed Israelites from the hand of Pharaoh.  Moses still struggled with his own fleshy issues.  He argued with the Lord that God had picked the wrong man for the task.  But God knows what He is doing, so God assured Moses that “you are the man Moses”.   

3. We want to hear Him call your name, then walk in His fiery footprints.   Those whom He calls, He will lead and guide.  

III. The Importance of the Desert~ prepares you for the Fiery Encounter
A. When you think about the desert, what comes to mind?  

1. Sand.  Heat. Dry. Isolation. Lack of water.  No plants.  Death.

2. Moses fled to the wilderness to escape Pharaoh….then Moses met God on the far side of the desert.
3. God had heard the cries of His people and He sent a deliverer to free the nation of Israel from slavery & bondage…and where did He take them?

a. To the desert.  Why?  God wanted to show the Israelites how much He loved them.  He wanted to completely provide for them, so they would know that GOD is real and He alone is God.  He needed to get them into the desert (where they couldn’t rely on their old ways of doing things from Egypt). 

b. The Israelites needed to turn aside and hear God speak their name~ so they would know who they are & who they belonged to; to have a new identity and destiny spoken into their lives.

c. God brought the Israelites to the desert to show His power and His love.  They needed to be stripped of all the trappings of the Egyptian culture.  They had forgotten who they were and whose they were, so God used the desert as a dramatic way to remind them of how much He loved them.   

d. God set a standard with the Israelites that He often uses in our own lives~ wooing the Israelites into the desert so He can strip them of “Egypt” (Egypt represents the worldly culture & system).  

e. In the desert is where the Israelites centered their way of life around the fiery presence of Almighty God.
4. The Israelites were in a nation called Egypt that had many different gods.  They had gods for everything~ the sun, the crops, the water, the cattle, the insects, fertility, love, etc.  

a. They had spent 400 years in this culture, so they had forgotten how to worship God alone.  

b. They cried out to Him, but didn’t really know how to love Him only, without giving attention to all the other gods.  

5. Very much like the Israelites we have been in bondage to a culture that is in opposition to the Lord.  

a. The culture has many gods/idols; and Truth is all relative

b. We live in a place where the good things are called bad and the bad things are called good.  
c. Jesus is just another “god” in the kingdom of this world.  
d. There are other gods/idols that take first place, like: sports, entertainment, work, cars, success, power, position~ in school or in the workplace, music, pleasing self, television, video games like Wii/Playstation 2 or 3/Xbox/etc., internet, movies, and there are many others too.  
6. An idol is anything that gets more attention than God does in our lives.  An idol, in a simplified statement, is anything you think about in your idle moments.   Here are several questions to help us see what idols get in the way of your worship of God alone:  

· What do you think about?  

· What do you spend time doing?  

· If you have free time, what do you do?  

7. Here are some examples of idols we tend to worship (give first place to).  Do any of these sound familiar?


Convenience

Time

Money   


Religious Rituals


Children

Work

Things of this world

Addictions


Spouse


Media

Entertainment


“Doing” for the Lord


Sports


Hobbies
Intellect (Education)

Selfish Pleasures


Schedules

Comfort
Gifts & Talents

Confidence in Self


House


Success
Fear



Comfort


Guilt


Exercise
Sleep



Materialism


Savings 

401K

Retirement


Reputation





8. Sometimes we don’t know how to love Him only…we are so in love with other “gods” (those idols in the first paragraph) and God loves us so very much, that it makes His heart sad when we are not satisfied by Him alone.  He desires to lead us into the desert, so we can have a radical, fiery encounter with our Maker!

IV. The Purpose of the Desert:
A. The desert serves a couple purposes: 

1. to sift us; reduce us to Christ alone; empty us of religious baggage, and

2. to be wooed back to the Lord.  Hosea 2:14 says, “Therefore I am going to allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her.  There I will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor (trouble) a door of hope.  There she will sing as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt.”
3. Provides the opportunity of humility to seek the Lord & hear His voice~ as all other voices are silenced
B. We all go through seasons of our lives when the Lord needs to woo us into the desert, where his voice is the only one we listen to; to be brought back to the first love~ where we need a fiery encounter!

C. In the book, Voyage of the Dawn Treader, the fourth book in the Chronicles of Narnia series, we are introduced to a character named Eustace Grubbs.  It doesn’t take more than the first sentence of the book to see that Eustace is going to be trouble.  He is prideful, greedy, selfish, and a stubborn boy.  Lucy and Edmund Pevensie have been sent to live with their cousin Eustace until the Second World War is over.  So they do their best to deal with their cousin Eustace.  One afternoon, as the three children are staring at a picture of a Narnia ship riding upon the ocean, the picture comes alive and the kids find themselves swimming in the ocean, to be rescued by the crew of the Narnian ship, which holds Prince Caspian and his crew on a great adventure to the Lone Islands searching for seven lords who never returned from an earlier expedition.  The crew now including Edmund, Lucy and the reluctant Eustace, land on a deserted island.  As they come ashore to replenish food supplies, Eustace sneaks off, avoiding any work, complaining the whole time.  He makes his way around the island, looking for a place to nap and stumbles upon an area of gold and treasure.  He plays around in it and his greedy, selfish nature overtakes him; he places a large gold band around his arm, crawls upon the treasure heap and falls asleep.  When Eustace awakes, he finds that he has been turned into a dragon.  His “dragony” thoughts and actions have become his reality on this magical island.  It takes some time and determination on Eustace’s part, but he is able to let his cousins know that he has been turned into a dragon.  Eustace is quite helpful as a dragon and while he is a large, scaly, fire-breathing beast, he discovers what it means to be a friend, one who is loving, kind and unselfish.  After a sufficient amount of time, Aslan appears on the scene (Aslan always appears on the scene at the right time).  Aslan sees Eustace’s heart and filled with compassion takes Eustace to a pool to remove his “dragony” skin.  The tears into his skin are fierce and deep~ to the heart.  The pain was intense as the scales were clawed off of Eustace, but freedom and newness of life came after the pain.  Eustace goes back to Edmund, Lucy and the rest of the crew a changed boy.  

1. This is what the Moses experienced.  This is what the Israelites experienced.  This is what we experience.  

2. When we have been engrossed in a culture of selfishness, greed, pride, materialism, me-first attitude, the Lord needs to take us to a deserted island (which the Narnian’s named “Dragon Island”) to rip off our “dragony” skin.  He is kind even in the ripping off of the scales.  We cannot do it ourselves, only the Lord can do it effectively.  

D. The wilderness marks an important experience for us all; key people in the Scriptures who were trained in the wilderness 

1. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob lived in tents in the wilderness.  

2. Moses spent 40 years being trained in the desert to lead the Israelites. 

3. The Israelites spent 40 years in the desert.   

4. David escaped death from King Saul by fleeing to the desert and hiding in various caves. Elijah spent time in the wilderness.  

5. Jon the Baptist introduced Jesus in the desert.  

6. Jesus spent 40 days in the desert being tempted by the enemy.   

7. Paul spent three years in the wilderness.  

V. Lessons in the Wilderness~ which cultivate an atmosphere for a fiery encounter:  

A. God will always take care of His people in the wilderness. 

1. God provided manna for the Israelites for the entire time they walked in the desert

2. Their shoes never wore out, nor did their clothes.  

3. The Israelites were supernaturally sustained in the desert (Deut. 8:4; 29:5)

B. The wilderness has the goal of sifting us.  

1. It strips us of our “dragony” parts, so we are left with Jesus alone; to empty us of religious baggage.

2. The wilderness is not a place where you remain all your days.  If you do not get out of the wilderness, you will eventually die (Deuteronomy 6:23).  

C. The wilderness is a symbol of new beginnings:  

1. After the 40 years in the desert, Moses moved out to deliver the Israelites from bondage.

2. After 40 years, the Israelites moved into the Promised Land. 

3.  David moved from wilderness to a Kingly palace. 

4.  Elijah left the desert and was taken by heavenly chariots into His forever heavenly home.  

5. Jon the Baptist was set apart and prepared the way for the Messiah, marking a new beginning for Israel with Jesus on the scene.   

6. At the end of Jesus’ 40 days in the desert, His ministry began in miraculous power from the Holy Spirit.  

7. Paul, being trained by the Holy Spirit in the desert, became a bold proclaimer of Jesus.  His ministry began after his wilderness experience.
D. In the desert or wilderness, God trains us to depend totally on Him in every area of our lives.  

1. It is a place where weakness comes.  All sustenance comes from the Lord at this point in our lives

· God directed them and protected them through a pillar of cloud by day fire by night

· God fed them manna and quail and provided water from a rock

· God clothed them and provided “sole” protection so the sandals didn’t wear out

2. The wilderness is a place of total dependence.   In America we are such a self-sufficient people, that we miss some of the miraculous ways that God cares for us because we care for ourselves.  

Respond: Have you had a fiery encounter with God?  Has He called your name (maybe not audibly, but you feel His presence, His voice calling to you)?  How has that encounter changed you?
Discuss:  Share a time when the Lord has lead you into the wilderness.  What did He strip off of you?  How did He woo you back to Himself?
Discuss:  Have there been times in the last week, month, year that you have experienced God’s supernatural provision for you individually or your family?
Turning Aside in Repentance:

If you have never turned aside to receive Jesus as your Savior and given Him first place, follow the ABC steps below.  God desires that each one of us come to Him; He wants us to know Him and to give Him first place in everything.

A ~ Admit that you are a sinner (sin is doing what you want to do when you want to do it with no thought given to what God wants).   Confess your sins to God.  Call them out by name in your mind…pride, lying, immorality, unforgiveness, etc.  Tell Him that you will turn aside to seek Him out and listen to Him.
B~ Believe that Christ died for your sins.  To believe is more than saying “I believe in Jesus”.  To believe is an action of turning aside to see Jesus and God.    
Say, “I believe that Jesus died on the cross for my sin and was resurrected and is alive, sitting at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  I no longer live for myself, but I live for Christ who gave Himself for me and paid the highest price for me!  I live in amazement that He loved me so much that He would lay His life down for me and now I lay my life down for Him.  Now I give my life to Him to make me into the person He wants me to be.  Now ask the Holy Spirit to come and fill you.”

C~ Confess to another (out loud) that you have accepted Jesus as your Savior and Lord.   Share the good news with another.  The angels in heaven are excited that you have chosen Jesus! Romans 10:9 says, “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Family Activity:  If any of you turned aside in repentance of your sins for the first time, create a large fiery footprint.  You may want everyone to do this activity as a declaration that each will follow the Flame of God!

· Use any size paper to create a footprint (each person can have their foot traced or you can trace dad’s foot)

· Inside the footprint write the date with the person’s name who accepted Jesus~ choosing to walk in His fiery footprints

· Use markers/pastels/colored pencils/etc to make flames representing turning aside to go after the Flame of God

Or:

Family Activity:  Watch “The Voyage of the Dawn Treader” movie, 2010 (this is the 3rd movie in a series of the Chronicles of Narnia).  Pay close attention to Eustace’s character: 

· How does his character change throughout the movie?

· Was there a dramatic event that caused the change? If so, what was it?

· How does Reepicheep’s friendship sustain Eustace?

· What does that friendship say about Reepicheep’s character?

· How does Eustace respond to Aslan? 

· Share about a time when you felt “dragony”.  How did God remove the dragony skin?

Family Activation~ week 3

Turning Aside

There are two options in this activation.  You can choose to do option 1, 2 or both.

Option 1:  The Flame has my Name

Moses turned aside to go see the bush that was not consumed by the flame.  When he approached the bush, God called Moses by name.  When we turn aside to go nearer to God’s flame, He will call our name (we may not hear it audibly, but we know that He has called us).

Create a FLAME for each family member as a way of marking yourself for God’s Kingdom.  

· Take an orange, yellow or red piece of construction paper or cardstock for each person in the family and cut it out in a flame shape

· Cut or tear tissue paper into squares of red, yellow, blue, orange~ flame colors 
· Glue these squares onto the flame.  Let dry
· Use a permanent marker (darker color) to write each name in their flame!
Option 2:  Create a burning bush

As a family recreate the burning bush that Moses encountered (you may want to recruit a couple neighbor kids to help with this activity).  All the family members must participate in this “human sculpture”.  There should be movement, talking (narration) is allowed, parts can be assigned (God, Moses, sheep, bush, narrator).  Let creativity flow!

Take about 10 minutes of preparation time and reenact that event in Exodus 3:1-4.

*Someone may want to video record it (if you have a child who is uncomfortable “acting”, this could be there assignment).  It’s fun to have it on video so you can laugh about it together as a family!
Notes:
	“As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you….be strong and courageous as you lead these people to inherit the land,”  Joshua 1:5-6


Week 4

Crossing Into New Territory

I.  Introduction:  

A. Joshua led the Israelite nation out of the wilderness and into the Promised Land.

B. The Israelites had been stripped of themselves; pride and selfishness.  

1. God had provided supernaturally for all their needs.  

2. In the desert, God gave them the commands to follow, laws for governing and social rules for living, with health regulations and the priesthood had been put in place.  

3. They had centered their wilderness existence upon God’s presence.  

4. Now, in the land promised them by God, the Israelites would face another test:  Following God in the land of plenty; the land flowing with milk and honey.  

5. They had followed God when they were desperate for Him to provide all they needed to survive.  Would they follow Him and still be desperate for Him to provide?  

II. Be strong & Courageous

A. In Joshua’s first encounter with God, after being chosen and anointed as leader of the nation, God tells Joshua to not be afraid.  

B. As God was with Moses, He would be with Joshua as well.  

1. God would lead Joshua, so Joshua could lead the tribes.  

2. This is for you today too.  Just as God was with those who have gone before us, He will be with you.  

3. God’s Words are a promise, “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you,” Joshua 1:5

4. As you cross over into this new territory, God will lead you.  He will be with you.  He tells you to “be strong and courageous as you lead these people {your children} to inherit the land,” Joshua 1:6.  

C. Joshua, who began his “ministry” as Moses’ aide, went from servant to leader.  What a promotion.   

1. That is who God hand picks to lead His chosen people; those who serve; those who seek to meet the needs of others.  

2. Isn’t that what parenting is all about anyway?  Serving the needs of the children God has given and entrusted in your hands.  

3. Parents, you are in the “family ministry” as the leader of the family.  You’ve been promoted, just like Joshua.  Now, it is time to get ready to cross over to a new land; new opportunities of growth; new levels of faith; new relationships with your children and spouse.  

Discuss:  God has hand-picked you, the parents to lead your children into new territory.  How would you describe your “family ministry”?

III. Crossing the Jordan (5 key points to crossing over): Read Joshua 3-4:2

A. Setting out.  You have to begin moving in order for something to change.  

1. You can have all the great intentions, but nothing changes until you set out.  So, here you are on this new adventure of centering your life around the fiery presence of God; camping around His presence.  

2. You’ve made this first choice…to set out on a new course.

B. Follow the directions from the Lord.  His presence is to guide you.  Keep your eyes focused on Him.  

1. The Israelites had the tangible signs of the cloud and a pillar of fire to lead them.  They followed His presence.  

2. We have the Holy Spirit within us.  He is the Spirit of Counsel and the Spirit of Truth.  Listen to His leading.  

a. You have to position yourself to hear from heaven.  God is always speaking.  There is so much noise and so many voices that call out.  

b. Quiet all other voices, including the voice of reason; the voice of the culture; the voice of in-laws and well meaning family or friends.  

c. Come to the Counsel of God.  Listen.  Inquire of the Lord, as David did.  

C. Consecration. The consecrated see the Lord do amazing things.  

1. What does it mean to be consecrated?  One who is set apart.  You have to make a choice to be set apart.  “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you,” Joshua 3:5.  

2. I want to see the Lord do amazing things among my family.  I have made a choice to worship the Lord; to give Him first place.  

a. Romans 12:1-2 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God~ this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world…”  

b. You are at a pivotal time in your family.  Choose to be consecrated, set apart for God’s purposes.  

c. “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord,” Joshua 24:15.  Let this be your declaration.  Speak this out loud~ speak as if everything you say will come to pass concerning your family!

d. His purposes are bigger than your purposes.  His dreams for you are bigger than your dreams.  His plans for you are bigger than your plans.  He is worth it!

D. Obedience releases His presence in miracles.  

1. The priests were to carry the Ark of the Covenant (which held God’s presence) into the Jordan River.  

a. They were instructed to go ahead of the nation of Israel, setting foot in the Jordan.  

b. At that moment of obedience, the waters were stopped and they stood up in a heap, so all Israel could walk across on dry ground.  

c. The Lord showed up at the moment of their obedience~ not any sooner or any later.  

d. His presence in their midst gave them courage to do what He had commanded them to do.  

e. This was the worst possible time to cross the Jordan River too.  It was harvest time and the river was overflowing onto the banks.  

2. God always picks the “impossible” time to do what He wants to do.  

a. But, His presence in our midst gives us courage to do what He has commanded us to do. 

b. You are a carrier of His presence, just as the priests of the Old Testament.  

c. We are called the priesthood of believers.  We carry His majesty and Glory in us.  

d. And He still releases His presence for miracles today….to bring His Kingdom to earth.  

e. Children are watching to see what we do.  

f. We can talk about God and following His commands and having a relationship with Him.  But, what do we do? What action do we take?  Talk is cheap.  Obedience is a choice.  

E. Remember.  The Israelites were told to bring a reminder from an impossible place to take a stand!  

1. The twelve memorial stones (one for each tribe) were a continual reminder of God’s miraculous power in their midst.  The God of miracles parted the waters in the Jordan River so the nation of Israel would walk across dry ground.  

a. How were they to commemorate this day?  By taking a “stone” from the middle of the Jordan.  And these weren’t small stones you can hold in your hand, they were more like monuments.  

b. These large boulders were carried on the shoulders of the men from the tribes, just as the Ark of the Covenant was carried on the priests’ shoulders.  God wanted His people to remember what He had done for them.  

c. These stones would be a memorial for the Israelites for years to come.  It was an obvious reminder of God’s power and love towards them.  

2. As you decide to follow the Lord and cross into new territory with your family, mark the beginning of the journey.  What will be a reminder for you?  

a. For Israel, God said, “These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever,” Joshua 4:7.  

b. We need to have a visual to remember.  Our lives are so full and without a “memorial stone” we will not remember.  

c. We move on to the next big thing in our lives without much thought about God’s faithfulness to us in the past.  It is important to mark this new journey as a family. 

Discuss:  Of the five points to crossing over, which is the hardest for you?  Which is the easiest?  

IV. Opposition 

A. The Israelites crossed over into new territory~ west of the Jordan River

B. We have crossed over into an unknown territory; into a new adventure; out of the comfort zone and into the uncomfortable.  

C. There are many voices that will challenge your choice to cross over.  I’m sure Joshua heard some voices in opposition to what God had called him to do.  As you move out you may hear some of these argument (they may be thoughts in your mind or actual voices from people in your life).  

1. It’s easier where you are.  

a. Why cross the Jordan?  You are comfortable, aren’t you?  

b. Comforts zones are dangerous things, because they lure us by their comfort!  

c. Intentions of wanting a life centered around the fiery presence of God is different than actually putting those intentions into motion.  When we get serious about it, changes will need to be made and those changes are usually very uncomfortable.  

d. When we are challenged or called to a higher standard, then those around us get more uncomfortable and they will do what they can to keep us in our comfort zone, so they feel better about themselves.  

e. We have to stir up courageous in our spirits to cross over!  Make a decision that once you’ve crossed over Jordan, there is NO going back to the wilderness.  

2. It’s impossible.  Why are you trying to cross now?  This is not the season to attempt this. 

a.  God is all about impossible situations.  

b. He does His best work with impossible situations.  Impossible is the ground for the miraculous.  

c. As you cross over the Jordan, leading your family into the deeper things of God, it will probably look like an impossible task.  That’s when you trust God the most and then believe that He is leading you.  

d. And watch and wait with expectation to see what He will do!

3. What if you fail?  What happens if you take your family across the Jordan and your children move away from God instead of moving closer?  What if you fail?  Isn’t it easier right where you are now?  

a. Our only calling is to obey God.  The results are up to Him.  

b. Trust your kids to the Lord.  

c. You do what He has called you to do.  If you do that, you cannot fail.  

Will you lead your family across the Jordan?  Into a new territory?  An unknown land?  Put your toe in and watch God part the waters.  He will lead you and guide you as you make your way across the river, walking on dry ground to the other side.  

Discuss:  What concerns do you have as you cross over?  Any of these opposing voices resonate with you?  

ACTIVE LISTENING EXERCISE for week 4:  
“Be strong and courageous as you lead these people to inherit the land…”  Joshua 3:6

Joshua 3 (The 5 key points to crossing over):
SETTING OUT~ You have to begin moving in order for something to change; moving into new territory.

Ask the Lord, “How are you calling me to set out; move?”
FOLLOW THE LORD’S DIRECTIONS~ Position yourself to hear from heaven.

 Inquire of the Lord.  “Are there any specific direction that you want to say to me now?”
CONSECRATION~ The consecrated see the Lord do amazing things.

Speak out as a prophetic declaration:  As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord (Josh 24:15).  Ask the Lord, “Is there anything keeping me from being wholly devoted to You only Lord?”

OBEDIENCE~ Impossible situations is the ground for God’s presence in miracles.

What impossible situation are you facing right now?  Ask the Lord, “How do you want me to respond to what I am in the midst of right now?”  

REMEMBER~ We need to have a visual to remember what God has done, His faithfulness in all things.

Ask the Lord, “How do you want me to commemorate what You are doing as I move into new territory?”
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