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The Invitation to radical living

“The Beatitudes are not general, abstract sayings.  Jesus is the speaker.  He is the embodiment of all the Beatitudes, so they become an invitation to follow, to become part of this new family of God.  The Beatitudes are the beauty of Jesus, His story and words.  He was meek, merciful, poor, persecuted and hated.  In essence the Beatitudes speak for Jesus, as if he is saying, “This is who I am.  This is what oneness with God looks like.”  

Intro:  In this teaching of the Beatitudes, I am giving a call to RADICAL LIVING~ to LIVE the Jesus life here on earth…..Before we begin the reading of Matthew 5, I want to read Acts 1:8, which give us 2 promises from Jesus Himself.  In this scripture, Jesus himself  prophesies over you & me….”But you, ___________, will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  You will be a powerful witness.  So, as we begin this study, we are going to put a question up front:  

*Share the gifts of the Holy Spirit~ desire them….see them manifest.

 1st KEY~ When heaven looks down, what does heaven define as a “witness”.  The question each of us has to ask is:  God, you’ve prophesied over me to be a witness for you,….Father, what does that look like to you?  For me to be an effective witness…..today at school or at work or when I am talking with a neighbor….

· it is the life of Christ being manifested in our ordinary lives

· a representation of HIS life upon the earth

· Jesus loved and served as “unto His Father”

· Jesus displayed kindness, humility, compassion, meekness, gentleness, integrity, character~ cannot be displayed without the POWER (that “dunamis” or dynamite power/miraculous power that is loosed in His life and ours)

· We see that from the moment Jesus stepped into His ministry, the witness of heaven was upon His life)

· people ran to Jesus; they fled from the Pharisees/teachers of the law & pursued Jesus

2nd KEY ~ The second question we have to ask is:  Will we be offended by Jesus?   Matthew 11:6 “Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me”.  Will I be offended by Jesus?  Our hearts are easily offended.  John the Baptist is in prison; this was not what he expected from Jesus; they were to do ministry together (so he thought).  And when J the B is put in prison, he sends his disciples to Jesus with the question, “Are you the one who was to come?”  What?  This was Jesus’ cousin; they spent years together; he baptized Jesus & had heaven’s blessing spoken over Jesus.  John knew who Jesus was & here in prison, in the dark, despairing days, awaiting an execution, discourage, he asks, “Are you the one?”  Jesus’ response is:  Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”

And so that brings us to the passage in Matthew 5.  Jesus’ teaching is radical.  This is what God is looking for in his followers.  For this is who He is!  

In our American culture, with the Declaration of Independence & the Bill of Rights & the Constitution defining who we are…..are we ready to lay aside the “independent spirit of this age” and the “rights” that come along with the kingdom of this world and embrace the KINGDOM PRINCIPLES of the heavenly kingdom????  

This teaching will ROCK you & your belief system.  You will have the tendency to have your heart offended.  The culture that we are so foundationally set in will be shaken.   We will have times of justifying our natural behavior.  Are you ready to be challenged?  

Let’s pray.  

Matthew 5:1-2 “Now when He saw the crowds, he went up on the mountainside and sat down.  His disciples came to Him, and He began to teach them saying…”

I. Crowds were following Jesus because of His miracles~ we see in Matthew 4:23-25

a. Read Matthew 4:23-25 ~ Imagine that sight.  

b. There had been a prophetic silence for 400 years (between the OT & the NT); John broke the prophetic silence.  Now the one who was to come (the Messiah) has appeared, entering the stream of humanity and there is much ado about His presence.  He is the fulfillment of the Law!  Love is here!

c. Background~ there have been these 400+ years of missing history from the OT to the NT.  In this time, the Pharisees, scribes & sadducces all arise.  Enter, Jesus on the scene; the one who has been prophesied, the hope of  Israel.  

II. Jesus went up a mountain and sat down to teach.  The disciples went up the mountain & the crowds too (Luke 6:12-19) to hear Jesus teach….and what he said was shocking, radical  & messed with their “theology”.   

a. The people had wanted to hear the message that Jesus was going to share.  He had been healing people, preaching the good news of the Kingdom, and teaching in the synagogues.  What kind of teaching would this be?  

b. Already Jesus didn’t fall into the “normal” rabbi teacher.  His disciples were not chosen out of the rabbinical circle.  He chose ordinary men; the ones who didn’t have what it takes (according to the other rabbis)…these young men had already gone into a trade which means they didn’t have the stuff of a rabbi.  What kind of “yoke” would this Jesus have? 

c. We see that Jesus, by going up a mountain has the “echo of Moses”.  Moses received God’ covenant with the Israelites…his going up Mt. Sinai was the beginning of the nation of Israel.  And Moses comes down the mountain & lays out the covenant.  Even with Jesus, he ascended the mountain (Luke 6:12) and then in the morning he went down with the disciples to a level plateau in the mountainside, where crowds were gathered to hear him.  

d. Essentially, the message was:  “this is what walking with God looks like.”  God established the 12 tribes of Israel~ to carry the message. (Exodus 19:4-5; the blessing as a nation comes with a “if/then” statements.  “If you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then… you will be my treasured possession.”  Rewards & curses were layed out to the Israelite nation.  Exodus 19:8, the Israelites respond, “We will do everything the Lord has said”.

e. Jesus has a new covenant that He is giving to the “new Israel”.  He calls 12 disciples to carry the message.  This message essentially is “This is what walking with God looks like”.   Jesus also laid out blessings & cursings (in the Luke 6 account; blessed are….but woe to you…).

f. The sermon on the mount (which begins with the Beatitudes) is the blueprint of Kingdom Life.  We see that the Kingdom is actions before words.  Jesus demonstrated His power, then He speaks…

g. Jesus sat down~ this was the custom of the rabbi (to sit down & teach)

III. And he began to teach them….

a. Read Matthew 5:3-12.

b. We are going to spend a week on each beatitude…today, just let the shocking nature of this teaching shock you!  Jesus wants to change our paradigm.  Let this kingdom teaching “mess you up”!  Let Jesus confront our “rights”, our perspective, our Western Christianity….

c. We so quickly justify our behaviors & belief systems and we have trouble understanding something that goes against our belief system.   Let Jesus change our “normal Christianity”.  

IV. Upside Down Kingdom

a. Who is more likely to receive this Kingdom?  Those who are hopeless, hungry, poor, etc.  for they are positioned to be open to the Kingdom of God.  For those who are comfortable in the Kingdom on earth, it is harder to embrace the Kingdom of Heaven order…the new kingdom.  

b. These are the big ideas that caused the early church to change the world!  Acts 17:6 “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.”

c. The main idea for us to get today:  IT is not about what we are doing, it is about who you are becoming!  

d. Servanthood is the theme of the Kingdom!  

V. Preparation for this Upside Down Kingdom:

a. Scriptures to meditate on this week:

1. Matthew 16:24-26

2. Matthew 18:1-4

3. Philippians 2:1-8

4. I Peter 5:5-7

b. Questions to comtemplate with the scriptures this week:  Let the Holy Spirit counsel you as you meditate on the Living Water of the Word.

1. What are the qualities of Jesus that are written in this passage?

2. Do these words line up with our culture?  Why/why not?

3. When I think about my heart (mind/will/emotions), what affect do those words have on me?

4. How does my life reflect this scripture (in attitude and relationships)?

5. How do you want me to respond Jesus?  Allow the words to mess you up (…
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