	The Beatitudes 
	Wk 8



 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God”  Matthew 5:9

Keys to understanding the Beatitudes:  Key 1~ Acts 1:8, Key 2~ Matthew 11:6

*Jesus is establishing an entirely different kind of Kingdom…. This statement would have been a shocking statement to the Jews, for they were expecting the Messiah to set up a new Kingdom on earth~ a military force

*Blessed~ approved of; find favor 

*Peacemakers ~ describes one who actively pursues peace in its fullness; he pursues wholeness & well-being

peace= shalom (wholeness; fullness)  & makers= it is a dynamic word bursting with energy

*HIS KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD!

Peacemaker:

1) characterized by honesty~ do not call things peaceful when they are not (is not an appeaser, he’s not one who smiles & doesn’t take a stand on anything)

*Ezekiel 13:10

*Jeremiah 6:14

2) Willing to risk pain~ willingness to be misunderstood & fail; peacemaker is willing to risk it; not to let things slide; willing to lower himself in order to bring shalom (peace)

3) Another paradox:  Peacemaker is a fighter ( ~ peacemaker fights for peace

*Ephesians 4:3

*Romans 14:19

*Romans 12:18

*James 3:17-18

4) He is positive ~ he understands that all have fallen, so he doesn’t demand ‘perfection’ of others; he is filled with peace himself & sees the state of relationships around him

5) Peacemaker does his work in humility 

*Philippians 2:3-8

*JESUS is the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) ~ there is nothing cheap about this peace (Colossians 1:19-20)

~ Jesus had the solution to the problem of sin, so he made peace through His blood

~He is our source of peace “He Himself is our peace” Ephesians 2:13-17  

~ John 14:27 “Peace I leave you….my peace I give you.”

*Peacemaking is not a natural human quality

  ~one must first have a profound experience of the shalom of God

  ~ no one can be a peacemaker until he has found peace himself

*James 3:18 “Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness”

~ wisdom is peace-loving

*”They will be called sons of God” ~ called means “owned”; it is the privilege of adoption

*This is the last Beatitude that describes the character of a Christian~ peacemakers are developed as the “ascend” the ladder of the Beatitudes  (The Character of the King)

*It is only the man of a pure heart who can be a peacemaker~ 

~ one must be entirely delivered from self, self-interest, self-concern

~ peacemaker is one who is not always looking at everything in terms of the effort it has upon himself

PEACEMAKING~ Reconciling man to God (2 Corinthians 5:16-21) ~ Christ’s ambassador to reconcile people to God; peacemaker is one who restores peace & reconciliation between people and God
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