	Beatitudes 
	Wk 7



“Blessed are those who are pure in heart for they will see God.”  Matthew 5:8

“Who may ascend the hill of the Lord?  Who may stand in his holy place?  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.”  Psalm 24:3-4

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.  Blind Pharisee!  First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean.”  Matthew 23:25-26

“I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols.  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”  Ezekiel 36:25-26

PURE~ purity of devotion

             Inward purity

             Singleness of devotion (Ps. 86:11)

             Focus

             Absorption

            Concentration

Pure “in heart” (mind/will/emotions) ~ totality of our ability to think, feel, desire; our heart is the center of who we are; total man

“Dear friends, now we are children of God, and  what we will be has not yet been made known.  But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  Everyone who has this hope (confidence/expectation) in him purifies himself, just as he is pure (holy “hagnos”).”  

I John 3:2-3

Pure heart~ a heart that does not bring mixed motives and divided loyalties to its relationship with God

                 ~ living to the glory of God in every respect; He is the supreme desire of our life

                 ~ a heart no longer divided

****JESUS is ALWAYS concerned with the condition of the heart~ the religious system in place was all about behavior and conduct~ looking at the outward….and God looks at the heart!  

“The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”  I Samuel 16:7

Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it?”

   *deceitful=fraudulent, crooked, nothing is more misleading than an unsanctified heart

Proverbs 4:23 “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.”  

   *feed your heart, protect your heart

Ivan Turgenev (1800s Russian novelist), “I do not know what the heart of a bad man is like.  But I do know what the heart of a good man is like.  And it is terrible.”

*we need to throw ourselves upon God’s grace extended to us; ask Him to implant & nourish the character of the Kingdom in our lives…

THEY WILL SEE GOD:

Now~ seeing is continuous and the more purer our hearts become, the more we see God in this life….

        ~ partly fulfilled in this life

Future~ Job 19:25-27 Job yearns to see Go!

           ~ a face-to-face seeing

BRIDE ~ purity/devotion/singe-focus

*Jacob~ the singleness of devotion to work for Laban 7 years to gain Rachel as His bride!  (Genesis 29:15-20)

*The traditional Jewish wedding betrothal….what the bride does in the betrothal period

*Esther~ preparing for her one night with the king~ to find out what pleases the king

In the worship time~ the focus will be:

1) Be honest with God about your heart’s condition

2) Acknowledge that only God can make your heart pure

3) Be filled more & more (“Spirit gives birth to spirit”~ John 3:6)

4) Focus on the “bridegroom” 

Meditate on James 4:4-8, Song of Songs 1:1-4
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