	The Beatitudes 
	Wk 6



“Blessed are those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”  Matthew 5:7

Intro:  Review the keys to study the Beatitudes:  Key 1 (Acts 1:8) and Key 2 (Matthew 11:6)

Main idea of Kingdom people:  Kingdom residents have a single loyalty; the Kingdom takes precedence over everything else; to live in the Kingdom means to put first things first, willing to sacrifice own desires/flesh; when we live in this “upside down kingdom”, our world is turned right-side up!  

As we examine our lives in the light of the Beatitudes, we find 1) the authenticity of our faith and 2) the health of our spiritual lives

B5~This Beatitude is the progression of the 4 beatitudes that have come before it….our response toward others changes…

· Poor in spirit~ “I am poor in spirit; I realize that I have no righteousness; I realize that face-to-face with God and His righteousness I am utterly helpless; I can do nothing.  Not only that. 

· Mourning~  I mourn because of the sin that is within me; I have come to see, as the result of the operation of the Holy Spirit the blackness of my own heart.  I know what it is to cry out,’O wretched man that I am!  Who shall deliver me?’  and desire to be rid of this vileness that is within me.  Not only that, 

· Meekness~ I am meek, which means that now that I have experienced this true view of myself, nobody else can hurt me, nobody else can insult me, nobody else can ever say anything too bad about me.  I have seen myself, and my greatest enemy does not know the worst about me.  I have seen myself as something truly hateful and it is because of this that

· Hunger & thirst for righteousness~  I have hungered and thirsted after righteousness.  I have longed for it.  I have seen that I cannot create or produce it and that nobody else can.  Only God can make me hungry and thirsty for the things of God. 

Which leads us to…..”Blessed are those who are merciful…” Does it not follow that if I have seen and experienced all that, my attitude towards everyone else must be completely changed?  I have come to see them not simply as men whom I dislike, but as men to be pitied.  I have come to see them as being governed by the god of this world, as being still where I once was, and would yet be but for the grace of God.  I can be and must be merciful with respect to them.  I differentiate between the sinner and his sin. “ (p.86-87) from Studies in the Sermon on the Mount by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Blessed (approved of) are those who are merciful.  What does that mean?

Merciful~ (Greek) “to give help to the wretched; to relieve the miserable”; exists when something is done to alleviate distress; mercy is compassion to the miserable

MERCY IS COMPASSION IN ACTION!

*true mercy demands action

*Showing mercy is evidence that we have received mercy

*the merciful remembers his own sin and God’s mercy to him; he understands the weaknesses of others and forgives

Jesus is the example to follow in showing mercy.  There are 5 human conditions that are seen that move Jesus to compassion/mercy:

1) sickness (Matthew 14)

2) Hunger (Matthew 15:32)

3) Bereavement (Luke 7:12-14; James 1:27)

4) Alienation (Mark 1:40-42)

5) Sheep without a shepherd (Matthew 9:36)

*when the scriptures tell us that Jesus had compassion; that word is the strongest Greek word for empathy, mercy, being moved~ 

***HIS MERCIES ARE NEW EVERY MORNIING***

Lamentations 3:22-23 “Because of the Lord’s great love (mercy) we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail.  They are new every morning, great is your faithfulness.”

God’s mercy is His compassion toward us when we deserve punishment; His commitment to restore us though we deserve to suffer the consequences of sin and His covenant of love expressed at the point of our great foolishness.   NKJ footnote

Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 1:3 that God is the “Father of mercies”

SHOWING MERCY IS EVIDENCE THAT WE HAVE RECEIVED MERCY:

*We can see the condition of our heart when confronted with an opportunity to ‘judge’ another:

James 2:13 

Matthew 6:14-15 

I John 3:17

Luke 10:25-35 (good Samaritan)

Matthew 18:21-35 (parable of the unmerciful servant)

Micah 6:8

MERCY=FORGIVENESS/COMPASSION IN ACTION

Question~ to examine our hearts:   Are we merciful?  Am I merciful?

~this is an adjective that describes God’s character ~ God is full of compassion & mercy & grace toward us

~ His is continual mercy

~His mercy & truth meet together

***MERCY~ a desire to relieve the suffering of a man; an inward sympathy which leads to an outward response; concern about men & women which leads to an anxiety to relieve their condition 

(I Corinthians 1:3-4)

Joseph and his brothers (Genesis 37--50)

*Genesis 45:1-5

*Genesis 50:20

*If I am not merciful there is only 1 explanation~ I have never understood the grace & the mercy of God!

*Jesus chose 12 men who would not have become friends, under “normal” conditions

~living in forgiveness toward one another; understanding what mercy has been shown to me

JUDGMENT~ a sign of spiritual immaturity; separates one another

*This cycle is broken by mercy~ humility

*we are not to be standing on the sidelines & point out what another is doing wrong…

*Only God has the right to judge

*Judgment causes offense   
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