	The Beatitudes 
	Wk 4



“Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.”  Matthew 5:5

Intro:  Review the keys to study the beatitudes:  Key 1 (Acts 1:8) and Key 2 (Matthew 11:6)

B3:  This beatitude is the next in the process that we have been walking through the last couple weeks:

         Step 1~ poor in spirit (there is nothing within us that would draw God to us.  We fall short.  We need God.)

         Step 2~ mourning (we move from spiritual poverty to lamenting over our state; in this state we are comforted & approved)

                      *and the closer we move toward God in our spiritual maturity, the more we see the stain of sin.

         Step 3~ this next step is meekness…it is from the attitudes of the heart that meekness comes~ it is a  + virtue from the HS

This progression is something the natural man cannot even uderstand.  The last thing that the natural man (flesh) wants to be known for is:  meekness! (
Jesus not only taught this paradox, he lived it and calls us to live it:  (here are several paradoxes~ to live the radical lifestyle; it is the “great reverse”:

Last is first

Giving is receiving

Dying is living

Losing is finding

Least is greatest

Poor is rich

Weakness is strength

Serving is ruling

Let’s take a deeper look at this beatitude:

Blessed~ reminder: This word is a judgment by God on the individual that means “to be approved” or “to find approval”.  When God blesses us, he approves us!  This is a pronouncement of who we are.  

Q:  Do we want His approval more than man’s?  or more than my own?

Meek~ the Greek word “ praus” was used to refer to domesticated animals (refers to a strong & powerful horse/ox that was trainied & disciplined so that it could be controlled by a human).  It is strength under control.  

*this is not a weak word; someone who is a pushover; no, it is someone who is very powerful, yet has it all under control!

In Jesus’ life, He always demonstrated meekness; He trusted Himself completely to God~ he practiced neither retaliation nor vindication.

*I Peter 2:22-24 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth.  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when He suffered, He made no threats.  Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly.  He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and life for righteousness; by His wounds you have been been healed.”  

*We see Jesus exhibit meekness in many situations as a LAMB~ 

When His friends betrayed Him & fled, he uttered no reproach. 

When Peter denied Him, Jesus restored Him.  

When Judas came and kissed Him in Gethsemane, Jesus called Him “friend”,

when taking the weight of sin upon Himself, Jesus cried out, “Father, forgive them they know not what they do.”  

*We see Jesus stand up fiercely in defense of others.  When Jesus sees injustice or dealing with issues of faith, the strength comes through differently, more like a LION~

He rebuked the pharisess hardness of heart

He was upset when his disciples tried to keep little ones away from him

He made a whip and drove out the money changers out of the temple

He called Peter “Satan” when Peter tried to deter Jesus from his mission

Meekness~

· to be meek means you have finished with yourself altogether & can realize that you have no rights at all

· you realize that nobody can harm you

· a complete absence of a spirit of retaliation~ having your own back

· we leave everything in the hands of the Lord (ourselves, our rights, our future, etc)

· absence of pride

· does not assert himself, for he knows there is nothing in himself of which he can boast

· doesn’t demand anything for himself~ he doesn’t take his right as rights~ he does not make demands on his position, his privileges, his possessions, his status

· he is not always concerned about himself, & his own interests~ he no longer worries about himself and what others have to say, he no longer protects himself, because he sees nothing worth defending, he never pities himself, he is never sorry for himself

· implies a teachable spirit

******* TO BE MEEK MEANS THAT YOU HAVE FINISHED WITH YOURSELF ALL TOGETHER**************

Obviously, this cannot be done in the natural man, because the natural man is inclined to care only about himself!  And the world ways the more you exert power, show yourself strong, use your ability & education & aggressiveness, the more likely you are to “succeed”.  So, meekness is a total opposite view~ that only comes from the Holy Spirit!

Inherit the earth~ the reward for meekness…They alone will inherit the earth~ there are 2 implications to the earth:

1) here on earth~ the meek are free; not held or bound by possessions, need to “succeed”, to impress anyone

2) heaven~ the meek will not inherit a plot of land, but will inherit heaven itself!  Read Rev. 21-22 to get an idea of the beauty of this place being prepared for the meek

Becoming Meek:

1) we must realize that the spirit of meekness is a gift of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:23) ~ the word used is “gentleness”

*meekness is not a natural quality

2) we must yoke ourselves to Jesus ~ he will teach us meekness & humility (Matthew 11:29-30)  

*In Biblical times a young ox was yoked to an older, experienced ox so that the older might train him to perform properly.  By bearing the same yoke, the untrained ox learned the proper pace and how to heed the direction of the master.  We learn by being yoked to Christ, as we surrender our lives to him for direction.  

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  Mt. 29:29-30

*my yoke is easy (Greek word for easy~ chraomai~ meaning “to use”; the word means that which is useful, pleasant, good, comfortable.  The Jewish system was a severe burden & each rabbi had their own interpretation of the law, so the yoke of the rabbi was their teaching)~ Jesus’ yoke is easy 
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