	The Beatitudes 
	Wk 3



“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  Matthew 5:4

Intro:  Review the keys to study the beatitudes:  Key 1 (Acts 1:8) and Key 2 (Matthew 11:6)

B2:  The mourning here is not because of financial loss, terminal illness, death of a loved one, loneliness, divorce or some other experience which causes grief…this is a recognition that he has sinned against a Holy God & has brought dishonor to His name.

*Spiritual mourning follows being poor in spirit; as I confront God and His Holiness, I see myself with utter helplessness and hopelessness…

*Blessed~ this word is a judgment by God on the individual that means “to be approved” or “to find approval”.  When God blesses us, He approves us!  This is a pronouncement of who we are.

*This beatitude is the antithesis of the spirit of this world

*Romans 7:24 “What a wretched man I am!”

*Psalm 51:4 “Against you and you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight…”

~The person who mourns is the one who recognizes that he is a sinner before God; he understands that:

1) his sin separates him from God

2) his sin has brought dishonor to His name

3) mourning is a recognition & repentance of sin

*Mourning is NOT popular! But mourning over sin is essential to spiritual health….

*Take a look at Luke 7:36-48

~ A contrast between 2 heart attitudes:

1) Simon~ a Pharisee who had neither love toward Christ, nor a desire for forgiveness from Him; his impression of himself is that he was a good man in the sight of God & man

2) The woman~ who seems aware of nothing but her sinfulness; this resulted in mournful weeping over her position before a Mighty God

*The more closely we live to God, the more we will mourn over ALL that dishonors him.

*Psalm 119:53

*Mourning/Godly sorrow leads to repentance which leads to joy!  2 Corinthians 7:10 

	Godly Sorrow:
	Worldly Sorrow:

	*True repentance~ a turning from sin; agreeing with God & changing direction


	*Remorse~ not turning from sin; just feeling sorry for the sin~ possibly because 1) got caught, 2) loss of image, 3) embarrasment~ selfish

	*conviction from the Holy Spirit
	*condemnation from the enemy

	*acknowledges that he has sinned against God~ that our sin grieves God
	*No acknowledgement that his sin affects God~ no acknowledgement of God

	*no regret; moving ahead with our eyes focused on Christ
	*regret/stuck/eyes focused on self

	*God-focused
	*self-focused (self-pity)

	*leads to freedom & joy
	*leads to death/destruction


*Spirit of repentance to fall in our churches…let us call SIN, SIN!

*Ask the Holy Spirit to give revelation to the reality of sin in our lives.…Jesus took our sin upon Himself at the cross.  He became sin for us…

*Questions to contemplate:

1) do we anguish over our personal sin?

2) Do we anguish over the sins of His bride?

3) Do we anguish over the sins of our city/state/nation?

*comfort~ The comfort is immediate~ and forgiveness is the comfort!

~ the literal translation of the text is:  “Blessed are the mourners, for they will be immediately comforted and they will continue to be so.”  

~ “they will be comforted” ~ has the root from which we get paraclete (used for Holy Spirit)

                                                (Romans 8:26~ he comes alongside & comforts us)

*Luke 6 gives the warning about those who ignore/turn their back on sorrow over sin (thinking only about today/pleasure/happiness)…

    “Woe to you who laugh now! For you shall mourn & weep…” 

*Another paradox:  We must mourn to be joyful!  The doctrine of sin, you cannot find joy apart from conviction of sin

*Warning:

Those of us in this end-time age may have difficulty comprehending some aspects of the mourning God expects and respects in His children. Our conscience, unless we carefully guard it, can easily adapt itself into accepting its cultural environment. Society's ethics and morals are not constants. There exists a very real pressure for them to decline from God-established standards; what one generation considers immoral or unethical might not be by the next. For instance, what appears on public movie screens over the past thirty to forty years has changed dramatically.

Paul warns us in Hebrews 3:12-15:
Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today," lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, while it is said: "Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion."

The mourning Jesus desires is the kind that exhibits a softness of heart that is ready for change in a righteous direction, one that knows it has done wrong and is eagerly willing to have it cleansed into holiness. We of this generation face an uphill battle because, through such media as television and movies…

Where is God in it? How much of this world's attitudes have we unwittingly absorbed into our character? Is our conscience still tender? Is mourning over sin—ours and others'—a vital part of our relationship with God?

Godly mourning plays a positive role in producing the changes God desires to produce His image in us. We need to pray with David, "Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me" (Psalm 51:10). He asks God to give him what did not exist before, that his affections and feelings might be made right, and that he might not have the callused attitude that led him to adultery and murder. A plea of this kind is one that God will not deny. If we are truly serious about overcoming and glorifying God, it is well worth the effort.
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