	Turn the World Upside Down
	Acts 8



Acts 8:  Into Samaria
I.  The early church carried heavenly DNA (Acts 8:2-4)
A. Great persecution broke out against the church & the believers were scattered throughout Judea & Samaria

1. Jesus had prophesied in Acts 1:8 that the Gospel would go from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth

2. Persecution forced the followers to leave Jerusalem, which propels the gospel to the ends of the earth
3. No seminary training…..they have the message of the gospel, prayer together, unity in the Holy Spirit, apostles’ teaching, signs & wonders~ they are sent to carry Jesus’ DNA wherever they go!
4. Samaritans were considered “half-breed” because they were ½ Jew and ½ Gentile (they were mixed, not “pure”); even the disciples extend their hatred toward them when talking with Jesus in Luke 9:51-56.
5. The color line or race line was washed away by Jesus’ blood
B. In a moment, things changed for the followers of Jesus

1. They had enjoyed growth in numbers, daily fellowship, worshipping together and as opposition to the Truth increases, they are scattered
2. Up to this time, the church had enjoyed “favor of all the people”

3. Stephen’s death marks that transition for the early church~ one of the commentary’s I read states:  “A grain of wheat had been planted in the ground and much fruit would result.  The winds of affliction were scattering seeds of the gospel to distant places & who can estimate the extent of the harvest.”  

4. Analogy of the dandelion~ when the dandelion dies, the seeds are scattered all over to grow new plants 

C. Saul began to destroy the church; going house to house, dragging followers of Jesus off to prison 

1. Saul cannot get the image of the angelic face of Stephen out of his mind, so he reacts in rage & fury towards the believers

2. I Corinthians 15:9 “For I am the least of the apostles, and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”
D. What is the DNA they carry with them:

1. They went out as Jesus did

2. They sold their goods & gave to the poor

3. They left father, mother, homes & land to go preach the gospel

4. They carried their cross (dying to self) & followed Jesus~ they counted the cost of being His disciple

5. They rejoiced in persecution; rejoicing that they were found worthy to suffer for Jesus

6. They shook the dust off their feet and moved on when men wouldn’t listen

7. They healed, released the captives from prison, raised the dead

8. They loved their enemies

II. Philip went down to Samaria (Read Acts 8:5-8)
A. He was in Samaria, of all places: the home of the counterfeit Jew, the place good Jews would walk tens of miles around just to avoid.
B. When the crowds heard Philip and saw the miracles people paid attention 

C. Revival comes to Samaria 
D. 2 of the converts of Philip:  Simon the Sorcerer and the Ethiopian eunuch
1. Read Acts 8:9-13 (Simon) & 26-31(Ethiopian)
2. Some early Christian writers mention Simon. Justin Martyr, a second century writer (who was just called Justin before he died), related that this Simon had such power that he was worshipped as a god in Rome, complete with his own temple and statue. Jerome, a fourth century writer, attributes to Simon a great history of claiming to be God and that he was the one through whom all must be saved
3. Ethiopian eunuch was a man of power~ an important official in charge of the treasury of Candace, a wealthy man. Had he heard of Jesus, the Messiah while he was in Jerusalem?  To purchase a copy of the Isaiah scroll was a high cost.  Did he purchase that scroll to read the prophecies about Jesus?  And who told the eunuch about baptism?  The apostles had preached that the Jews must repent and be baptized, calling upon the name of the Lord to be saved. Is this why the eunuch was so eager to be baptized, when he saw the water? There may have been a great deal of groundwork already accomplished in the eunuch’s life, so that he was ready to receive the message which Philip would disclose to him, from the Scriptures.
· His race, along with his physical deformity (if, indeed, he was a true eunuch), would have kept him from approaching God, but God approached him, seeking him out in the desert, making it clear that he was a true saint, and the first of many more to come.

When you lay these 2 conversion stories next to one another, you see the bottom line in God’s Kingdom:  God is always concerned about the heart.  What man honors, God finds foolish.
	Simon the Sorcerer
	Ethiopian Eunuch  

	A man of Power, Position & Prestige:  Practiced sorcery—connected to the occult; famous in this area of the world; people followed Simon because of what he did 
*He was honored by men
*He boasted that he was someone great
	A man of Power, Position & Prestige: Ethiopian eunuch was an important official in charge of the treasury of Candace, a wealthy man. 
* It would seem that the eunuch had a strong commitment to Judaism (his pilgrimage to Jerusalem was no small effort.  

	Conversion Experience: 
*Simon believed and was baptized in the midst of this great revival in Samaria
*Followed Philip everywhere he went; astonished by signs & miracles

*But what about Simon? He knew he had ability. He had been drawing large crowds and was adored by many. But Philip had more. People with ability recognize ability.

* Simon's world view had not changed. He followed Philip as one

Magician follows another: to learn his secrets, to again be the best.


	Conversion Experience:
*Philip is told by an angel of the Lord to go along the desert road; Philip left the “successful” ministry to go to the desert road (road less travelled)

*Holy Spirit told Philip to go near to the chariot & stay near it

*Ethiopian is asking:  Can you tell me who Jesus is?

*He admits his need, his inability

*Ethiopian’s world view had changed

*He followed Jesus, no Philip which is shown in his quick decision to be baptized

	Heart Attitude:
Simon wanted to be in charge of the Holy Spirit & offered money to purchase the power (to pass it along)

*Simon did not need to purchase the power to pass along power. He already had it. He just didn't recognize it. 

*Simon still saw his former magical power as the most important, and dismissed the power of the gospel itself.

*He is left empty when Peter calls out what is really in his heart (full of bitterness and captive to sin)

	Heart Attitude:
The Ethiopian admits his need; he has a humble, teachable heart to receive what Philip is speaking

*He invites Philip into the chariot to explain the Scriptures

*There is no obstacle for this man—when they approach water, HE asks (not Philip) if he should get baptized

*A sensitive heart to the things of God

	Response:  
*Peter calls Simon to 1) Repent and 2) Pray  (each one must do this; no one can do it for you)

*Simon asks Peter to pray for him and Peter is silent in response

*Simon doesn’t understand the gospel-he is not familiar with the ways of God & the Position, Power and Prestige that come with knowing Christ
	Response:
The Ethiopian man goes away rejoicing!

Position, Power and Prestige in Christ were his!



	*Simon’s conversion was a self-motivated commitment~ to further himself in his occult practices
	*The Ethiopian’s conversion was from a hunger for God’s Truth

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


III. Philip

A. Obedient to the call of God to go and make disciples … in Samaria

1. We are not told that Philip was divinely directed to this city. When the power of God was manifested through Philip, both by means of his miracles and his message, many were converted. In the case of the conversion of the Ethiopian, we are very clearly told that Philip was specifically directed to this man, and to the meeting place, in a remote location in the desert.

2. He boldly shared the good news of the Kingdom in Samaria & many believed and were baptized

3. The apostles , Peter & John went to Samaria to welcome the Samaritans into the Kingdom!  

· They laid hands and prayed for the people to receive the Holy Spirit (training ground for Philip and these new disciples)

B. Obedient to the call of God to go and make disciples…in the desert

1. In the case of the conversion of the Ethiopian, we are very clearly told that Philip was specifically directed to this man, and to the meeting place, in a remote location in the desert.

2. Philip left the revival center when an angel of the Lord tells him where to go next
3. This is the wilderness road which the Ethiopian will take back to his country in Africa – geographically the gospel is moving!

4. God sought after this Ethiopian—saw the hunger in his heart and met him in the desert

5. This even ends as it begins—divine intervention and leading; Philip is miraculously transported 30 miles to the seacoast town of Azotus (Ashdod in the OT)

{From Patricia King’s Intro materials for the Glory School:  “Throughout the Scriptures we find that the times when most of the supernatural empowerments of God were witnessed during days of great tumult and tension.  During Bible times when peace was in the land, you do not find much written in the Scriptures regarding God’s mighty works.  During the seasons of peace you might find a one liner that goes something like this:  “’so and so’ reigned for ‘so many years’ and there was peace in the land.”   Moses, Elijah, Elisha, Daniel, David, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah as well as Christ’s disciples and the believers in the book of Acts also witnessed and experienced many supernatural and divine occurrences.  We are headed for some treacherous days—days of great tumult and tension.  God is going to prepare us for what is ahead.  He will teach us how to experience Him, His Kingdom and His power in greater ways.  We will need to learn to walk and war as Kingdom children, living in Kingdom consecration, power and grace.”}
We want to learn all we can from these believers in Acts.  Meditate on God’s characteristics and how these men and women lived~ from the place of abandonment to Jesus; total allegiance to Him; expectation of miraculous signs & wonders; a desperate plea for God to show up and move!  
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