	Turn the World Upside Down
	Acts 6 & 7



Acts 6 & 7:   DNA Carriers
I. At Pentecost, Holy Spirit power was released and God’s DNA was deposited into the believers

A. Acts 1:8 (Jesus) “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
B. Acts 2:7 “…Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans (simple; uneducated)?”
C. Acts 2:32 (Peter speaking), “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.”

D. Acts 3:11 “While the beggar held onto Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade.”
E. Acts 3:15-16 (Peter speaking) “You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead.  We are witnesses of this….it is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing, as you can all see.”

F. Acts 4:13 “When they (Sadducees) saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took not that these men had been with Jesus.”

G. Acts 4:20 (Peter speaking) “For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”
H. Acts 4:29-30 (Early church) “Now Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.  Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
I. Acts 4:33 “With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.”
J. Acts 5:15-16 “As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by.  Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed.”
K. Acts 5:25 “Look!  The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people.”
L. Acts 5:29, 32 “Peter and the other apostles replied, ‘We must obey God rather than men…we are witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
M. Acts 5:41 “The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.”
II. Jesus infuses His DNA into His followers
A.  DNA is where the “language of life” is stored

1. The instruction manual for building the proteins that make up the cells of your body

2. DNA is the carrier of genetic information for all complex organisms
B. Jesus took time investing in his disciples imparting his DNA (Language of Life); He spoke of the Kingdom of heaven; He lived a “sermon on the mount” lifestyle; He taught and demonstrated (in words and actions) the life of God

1.  The disciples caught His value system (even though they missed the mark over and over when Jesus walked with him)

2. Jesus played out countless scenarios with his followers in order to reinforce the values he believed must characterize his Kingdom

3. Through his actions, Jesus showed his followers that things such as courage, boldness, humility, perseverance, submission would all be rewarded.  And that selfishness, pride, judgment would not.  

4. Jesus was building a “ground-up” operation on planet earth.  These would be the carriers of His DNA when he left earth.  

a. “Follow Me”~ Among the ancients, disciples were accustomed to accompany their masters on their walks & journeys; it is known among the disciples of the rabbis (in the time of Christ) that the disciples would follow so close behind the rabbi that their feet would be covered with the dust of the rabbi.

b. If a rabbi calls you to be his disciple, then he actually believes that you can be like him; Jesus believes that we can be like Him.  He has no plan B.  The bottom line for the disciples and for us is this:  JESUS THINKS I CAN BE LIKE HIM.  WHY?  BECAUSE HE HAS INFUSED HIS DNA IN US!!!!
c. Discipleship is conforming into a PERSON, not about following a set of moral principles

d. These followers were:

· unafraid, bold, full of God’s grace & God’s power, in unity with one another, totally dependent on God, they rejoiced that they are counted worthy of suffering for His Name, these men had little regard for their own lives…they were infused with the DNA of heaven!

III. Stephen, a man of “firsts” {Law of the first mention:  1st time an important word or doctrine is mentioned; when this law is mentioned, scripture gives the most accurate & complete meaning to provide a foundation & it is usually in its simplest form~ simple precedes the complex}
A. First leader (who is not an original apostle) 
1. Acts 6 opens with the church growing in numbers and it was a time that could have been a major division for the church

· The presence & power of the Holy Spirit does not automatically take away life’s challenges

· Early church recognized the needs of the widow

· By the 5th century, Christians developed retirement homes, so elderly would be cared for with dignity & honor; before that time, they were left to die

2. First mention of “leadership”, even though the word isn’t mentioned here, the meaning is:  The church chose 7 men who were:

· Had a good reputation

· Full of the Holy Spirit

· Wisdom

3. First man mentioned was Stephen (whose name means “crown”) 
· The Word says of him that he “was a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit…” 

· He received the martyr’s crown (crown of life)

B. First to do miraculous signs (who wasn’t an apostle) 
1. “Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power; did great wonders and miraculous signs among the people,” (6:8).
2. this doctrine is first mentioned here—the power of the Holy Spirit to do miraculous works was NOT for the original apostles only, it is for everyone who follows the Lord and is filled with the Holy Spirit.

C. First Martyr (Martyr=witness who testifies to a fact he has knowledge of from personal experience)
1. Previously in Acts, the sermons have cause people to be saved, here the preacher is put to death
2. Stoning of Stephen is very significant; it was a turning point

· The end of one era & the beginning of another
· End of the “Jerusalem” phase and moving in the “Samaritan” phase; “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the world,” Acts 1:8

· Church is dispersed & the gospel is propelled

· Gospel is unstoppable ~ to the ends of the earth

3. The reality for following Christ is persecution; the spirit of the world is opposed to God and the enemy will do anything to stop the message of Salvation & Freedom from propelling.

4. Suffering is a part of our life – I Peter 4:12-16
· Not unusual for Christians to be persecuted
· If we suffer with Christ, we will be glorified with Christ

· At present, the Spirit will comfort and support us

· It is an honor to suffer for the Name of Jesus

IV. Stephen’s sermon
A. Longest recorded sermon in Acts (2x as long as Peter’s sermon at Pentecost)

B. Not a defense, but a response to the charges brought against him

· 2 major themes are the charges against Stephen , that had to do with this “holy place” and the “customs handed down by Moses”

C. Not an evangelistic approach

· No call to repentance, but a strong accusation against them

D. Scriptural:  Direct quotes of OT texts & summarizing of Scripture; God’s thoughts, not His own

· Shows that for all of the Jews self-righteousness & piety, Israel had always shown themselves to be rebels against Moses and against the law that was given

E. Message has a geographical orientation

· A walk through the OT; seems to be focused on some degree to the coming judgment of God on Israel, Jerusalem & the Temple (temple is destroyed in AD 70)

· “sacred cow” of the Israelites~ the temple & Jerusalem became their gods/idols

F. Survey of OT & Israel’s history

· Call of Abraham; major periods in Israel’s history with key figures

· Showed that much of Israel’s history (life of the Jews) was spent outside of the land of Israel

G. Spirit-filled sermon

· “full of the Holy Spirit” (7:55)

· no one is said to have come to faith from his message

· paid with his life for the message

H. Details which OT does not give us

· Stephen tells us that Moses was powerful in words and deeds (7:22)

· A commentary on certain parts of OT

I. Sermon had a strong message of divine judgment; motivated by a loving and gracious spirit

· He loved his listeners; prayed for their salvation & forgiveness

Philippians 3:7-8

“But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss, for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things…”  

FOR HIS SAKE—As we shift our gaze and focus on Jesus, who He really is, it helps us live FOR HIS SAKE, His DNA infused in us so we walk in humility, courage, boldness, fearless, full of God’s grace & power, with little regard for our own lives….. 
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