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	Acts 5



Acts 5:  Position, Power and Prestige
I. Unity among the Believers

A. Acts 4 ends with “All the believers were one in heart and mind…”  

1. Sharing & caring for one another

2. Barnabus (the encourager) is mentioned as one who “sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostle’s feet.”

3. The word “independent” does not occur in Scripture referring to the church; God’s plan is interdependence.
4. Declaration of Dependence is our “motto” where we totally depend on each other and absolutely depend on HIM!
5. Jesus prays for unity in the Garden of Gethseme:  John 17:22 “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one.  I in them and you in me.  May they be brought to complete unity…”

6. Upper Room:  “They all joined together constantly in prayer…” (Acts 1)
7. Day of Pentecost:  The disciples were waiting in obedience to the Lord’s command, and they were of one mind and one accord.  Jesus was present in their midst because their unity made it possible for Him to continue what He had begun to do and teach.  (Acts 2)
8. Paul prays and writes of unity among the believers:  I Corinthians 1:10 “Now I plead with you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and the same judgment”.
B. In the Bible, the word “together” is mentioned 484x and “gathered together” is mentioned 97x:  Some examples:

They gathered together

They suffered together
They were known to sing together

They went to war together
They joined together

They were tempered together
They assembled together
They dwelled together

They met together

They pitched tents together
They were called together

They were knit together
They were wrapped together

They congregated together

They were purified together
They sang together
They were at rest together
They took counsel together
They were fashioned together
They were known to stick together
They were joyful together
They compacted together
They lived together
They consulted together

They reasoned together

They stood together
They pleaded together
They could spring up together, draw near together, bow down together, flow together, feed together, cry together
They could be brought together, walk together, grow together, be joined together, sit together, agree together, talk together, commune together
They went forth together

They banded together
They planted together

They glorified together

They were perfectly joined together, laborers together, workers together, quickened together, framed together, bound together
They built together

They were heirs together
They were elected together
And made to sit together in heavenly places

God intends us to do everything~ TOGETHER!!!  (taken from:  God’s Dream Team by Tommy Tenney).
II. Enter Ananias and Saphira (Acts 5:1-11)

A. Ananias and Saphira were moved by the generosity of Barnabus

1. Jealousy? Or Envy?  Or praise of man?  Did they long for prestige among the apostles and the new church?  

2. Their intention FROM THE CONCEPTION of the plan was to lie to the apostles.  

a. The intention of the heart is what is important here

b. Self-serving attitude

c. Ananias and Saphira thought they would serve God AND mammon (double-minded)

3. God is ALWAYS concerned about the heart
a. I Samuel 16:7 “But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.’”
B. When God is working in power, satan is on hand to counterfeit and corrupt.  BUT where there is real power, hypocrisy and deceit will be exposed.

1. 1st exposure of sin of the early church

2. The enemy’s attempt to corrupt the church

3. One of the commentators wrote of this event:  “Either Ananias or the Holy Spirit go”

C. God’s judgment was immediate and swift to keep the church purified and in unity

1. Deception and hypocrisy were banished; there was probably a time of repentance~ to get any sin out of the “camp”

2. Sense of awe and fear of the Lord fell upon them~ not only the believers, but the “others” also who were witness to this event

a. “No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people” (vs 14)

b. A fear of who God is and His character and power was highly respected

3. There is NO angel who appears to the believers to say “do not be afraid”; God wanted to establish a pure bride from the beginning of church history

III.  Causes of Disunity (Root is Self)
A. Power ~  More interested in advancing themselves the work of the Kingdom; jealousy & envy rule the heart; love of mammon; praise of man; being threatened by losing “control”; manipulation
1. The law hates life—the temple leaders were filled with jealousy (position, power & prestige was threatened by the apostles)

· The disciples were told by the angel of the Lord to “tell the people the full message of this new life.”  (vs 20)

2. The leaders hated the disciples :“they were furious and wanted to put them to death” (vs 33)

· Escalating to anger; hatred; revenge; fury; rage

· Religious spirit opposes Jesus & the life He offers 
B. Prestige ~ This is more alluring and tempting than wealth; to be admired and respected; to be known; to be flattered

1. Matthew 6:1 & 4 “Be careful not to do your acts of righteousness before men, to be seen by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven….when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.  Then your Father, who sees what is done is secret will reward you.”
C. Position ~ Own interests and desires are foremost; life is a competition; others in the “race” are enemies, not co-laborers; self-serving attitude 
IV.  How to preserve Unity (Philippians 2:1-7)
A. LIKE-MINDED:  “Be like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose” (vs 1)
1. Common language is one of the most unifying things among a people 

a.  Tower of Babel is an example of the power of unity among the people, but it was with aim of SELF.
b. On the Day of Pentecost, God established the unity of the new church, with the miraculous outpouring of His Spirit in the gift of tongues, with the aim of surrendered obedience to GOD.

B. TEAM WORK:  “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit” (vs 3)
1. Being mission-minded; taking the Words of God seriously with much weight and living out the mission of the Gospel

2. Loving the unlovable

3. Sermon on the Mount lifestyle (Matthew 5-6-7)

C. HUMILITY:  “In humility, consider others better than yourselves (vs 8)

1. Yielding to the Holy Spirit

2. Humility is the opposite spirit of the worlds’ system
D. OTHERS FIRST:  “Look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others” (vs 4)

1. Koinonia- community, love and commitment among friends; natural kinship; unity in community 

E. SERVANT ATTITUDE:  “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus… made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant” (vs 5.7)

1. Humble servant 

F. Position, Power, Prestige—All found in Jesus

1. Position ~ as a Son/Daughter of God; bride of Christ 

2. Power ~  endued to us because of our family name; we carry around the Spirit of God within us

3. Prestige ~ we are KNOWN in heaven; written on the palm of God’s hand; no striving; we are co-heirs with Christ

G. Level of anointing increases with unity 

1. Signs and wonders characterized the ministry of the early church

2.  Acts 5:16 “Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and ALL of them were healed.”
3. God used Peter’s shadow as a means of healing

· Sometimes God uses physical objects as a point which links the seen with the unseen world (Ex:  cup & bread—communion, water—baptism, anointing oil)

H. Level of persecution increases with the increased power of God present

1. The disciples rejoice that they are counted worthy of suffering for His NAME

2. These men had little regard for their own lives…they loved Jesus, they loved His work & His people!

Q:  Am I clamoring for position, power or prestige?  Have I received each of these from God’s Spirit, so I can live in unity with my brothers and sisters?

Lord, increase unity in our midst, so Your power can be displayed in our midst
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