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	Acts 4



Acts 4:  The Unstoppable Gospel
I. The old religious system was in danger; A new way of worship is here 
A. Read Acts 4:1-7

1. A few observations:  

· The Sadducees were “greatly disturbed” ~ why?  They were teaching the people about the resurrection of the dead (the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of the dead into a future world or the immortality of the soul; this was where they disagreed with the Pharisees)
· 1st arrest of the newly formed church~ the Sadducees “seized” Peter and John, after interrupting them while they were speaking

· Evening sacrifices ended at 4pm and the temple gates closed at that time, so they put Peter and John in jail until the morning

· The persecution of Peter and John did not stop growth; numbers of men added to the number of believers was now up to 5000

· In the areas of the world where persecution and martyrdom is currently happening, Christianity is exploding!  Persecution is a fuel to the cause of Jesus!  

· The UNSTOPPABLE GOSPEL~ Jesus began with 12 men to pour into & he believed that they had what it takes; at the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry, He has 120 devoted believers and now the numbers have grown to 5000.
· Rulers, elders and teachers (vs 5) were the 3 groups that made up the Sanhedrin (Israel’s supreme court)

· Question they pose (which they already know the answer to):  By what power or what name did you do this?
B. Acts 4:8-22
· Peter boldly declares the Name of Jesus of Nazareth as the ONLY NAME under heaven by which one may be saved
· The leaders of the Temple took notice of several things:
1) The courage of Peter and John (courage= confidence; boldness; characterized by assurance, authority and power)
2) They were unschooled, ordinary men (God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise)
3) These men had been with Jesus 
· These men had cultivated time in God’s presence and it showed in words and action
· What am I cultivating in my life?  
· Could it be said of me, by others, “she has been with Jesus”?
· This position of the heart is:  Allegiance to Jesus and no one else or nothing else; God has my whole heart—any allegiances to persons of things that need to be broken off?
4) The man who was healed was standing right there with them & realize they cannot do anything to Peter and John (with all these witnesses)
· Since their religious system was in jeopardy:
1) They warned Peter and John to no longer speak or teach in the name of Jesus (how the enemy hates God’s people)
2) They threatened Peter and John, but knew they could not do anything to punish them because of all the witnesses praising God for the miracle of healing
3) Peter and John reply, “For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (vs 20)
· Peter and John had seen what Jesus did and heard what He said
· What have I seen Jesus do and heard Him say?  What has my experience been with Him in which I would be a witness?
4) The Sanhedrin have to release them
C. Acts 4:23-31
1) The believers prayer:  “Now Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.  Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” (Vs 29-30)
· The believers know that what they are proclaiming is dangerous and could cost them their lives
· These 2 verses would be worth memorizing & speaking out!
· Call forth burning, shining lamps that walk in power to testify to the goodness of God in word and miraculous wonders on the earth
· Visit us with power God
2) Another outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the church (vs 31)
· Unity and prayer precede this outpouring
· “The HOLY SPIRIT GIVES REFILLS!!!” (  (Jon Tschida quote)
II. The Religious spirit is alive and well in our world
A. Religious system is legalistic, performance-based spirituality
1. Points out the laws/rules of religion
2. Do’s and don’ts
3. More concerned with religion than authentic, humble relationship with God
4. Has a form of godliness, but denies the power (2 Tim.3:5)
B. Shame and guilt are weapons of choice in the religious system
1. Powerful tools used to control because of fear of losing their power
2. Change does not come from shame & guilt
C. The enemy loves to dress up and come to church
1. 2 Corinthians 11:12-15
2. Deception is his tool “Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand.”  Matthew 13:13
· Usually some truth, but out of balance
D. Offended by sinners 
1. Judgmental and condescending; quick to criticize or correct others
2. Uses scripture as a weapon 
3. Superiority; religious pride
4. “Lord, I thank you that I am not a sinner, a tax collector or a woman.”  Matthew 5:5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on street corners to be seen by others.  I tell you, they have received their reward in full.”
E. Building their kingdom which leads to self-preservation
1. Desires to preserve the system, ministry or institution that is self-created 
2. Will not tolerate those who speak against the “system”
F. Believe there is only ONE way of doing things and its’ their way
1. All religious activity begins in the mind, “That’s not the way to do it”
2. Tradition rules
III. Heaven will always confront man-made spirituality
A. Jesus and His followers stood against a religious system that disenfranchised people from personal freedom in Christ and an intimate connection to God
1. The disciples now position themselves against the religious spirit of their day & we will do that too, as we begin to live in an authentic relationship with Jesus and in a community that is not an “organization”, but a living organism (“liquid”~ all liquids are characterized by flow)
2. Simplicity (Jesus spoke about living simply in the gospel accounts as He taught and lived)
IV. How do we keep ourselves from the religious spirit?
A. Remain sensitive to the Holy Spirit
1. God’s power present to move in His people and in situations
2. Recognizing that God owns it all and we are His stewards of the resources & gifts He gives us
3. 5-fold ministry in place, so no one person gets elevated to a position; the 5-fold keeps everyone in “check” (Ephesians 4~ Apostle, Pastor, Teacher, Evangelist, Prophet)
B. Real community
1. Open & vulnerable to one another; no judgment, but accountability
2. Caring for one another’s needs
3. Unity in community:  Discovering each other in a way they would not in any other circumstance (Ex:  LOST, Finding Nemo, Lord of the Ring)
a. A group of people who are banded together; driven by a common experience; relying on one another to survive
b. Acts 2 & Acts 4 we see this authentic community developing
C. Friends with “messy” people
1. This humility will keep us from spiritual pride
2. Mission-driven by Matthew 28:18-20 (Make disciples of all nations; bringing the message of the Gospel to neighbors, family, friends, community, city, state, nation, world) & Acts 1 
3. The Eternal moved into the neighborhood and took up residence among us (John 1:1-14)
D. Remain open to change (have no “sacred cows”~ tradition; the way we always do things)
1. God is doing a new thing
2. Don’t remain stuck in tradition of what “church” looks like; ask God, What do you want your Kingdom to look like here on earth? 
3. Christianity:  The unfolding of the Kingdom of God in this world, not the longevity of organizations.
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