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	Acts 3



The Gate Beautiful
I. The first miracle recorded by the disciples (Verses 1-10)
A. The beginning of chapter 3 gives us the record of God’s miraculous power working through the disciples (the ordinary men) 
B. Comments on the Gate Beautiful
1. Peter & John were going to the temple to pray at 3pm (this was the evening Jewish public prayer time); for Christians, this is an hour of mercy~ this is the hour that Jesus died, when salvation’s price is paid
a. So these first Christians are still attending Jewish services…they hadn’t transitioned completely to the new way of worshipping Jesus

b. Crippled man (not given a name; this man is us since we are “crippled” since birth) was placed at the temple; the Gate Beautiful to beg for money

· Almsgiving was one of the important practices of the Jews

· Deut. 15:7-8, “If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward your poor brother.  Rather be open-handed and freely lend him whatever he needs.”
· He was placed at the gate; he cannot go in to the temple and neither can we (temple=Kingdom of Heaven); no one can carry us through and we cannot get in on our own, so we sit begging at the gate
2. Gate Beautiful
a. Historian Josephus describes this gate as one made of Corinthian brass, 75 ft high with high double doors 
b. This gate was the eastern entrance to the temple
c. It was the entrance to the temple court; led from the court of the gentiles to the court of the Jews
d. OT tabernacle entrance to the outer court:
· On the east side~ the only entrance to the Tabernacle
· Woven of blue, purple & scarlet fabric (a beautiful gate in contrast to the surrounding wilderness)
· In the OT tabernacle, brass/bronze was used on all the articles of the outer court, including the bases & pillars for curtains and entrance of the outer court 
· Bronze/brass speaks to the judgment of sin
e. Jesus is our “Gate Beautiful”
· John 10:9, “Jesus says, ‘I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  He will come in and go out, and find safe pasture.’” 
· Jesus took the judgment of sin on himself
· All can come to this gate
· All of us were at the Beautiful Gate at one point in our lives; crippled with sin and headed for destruction; At the Gate Beautiful, we received healing and forgiveness and a new life of jumping, leaping, walking, praising God…just as this crippled man did.  
· I think it is significant that we are not given his name~ for he represents each of us 
C. Healing at the Gate Beautiful
1. The crippled man asked for money (Silver or gold)~ he wanted to be supported in his condition….BUT GOD wanted to change his condition
2. This man was at the Gate Beautiful every day so he was recognizable
Q:  Did Jesus walk past this man when he walked into the temple?

3. Peter spoke in boldness and with great faith ~ he did what he had seen Jesus do; Peter had the man look at him~ he was calling the man to look beyond the ordinary…something extraordinary was about to happen
4. Peter announced JESUS~ His name is power, authority and transforming ability
· He called forth healing in the name of JESUS
· He took him by the hand to help him stand
· Jesus gave strength to his ankles and legs
5. The man enters the temple for the first time!!!  Jesus made a way for the man to enter the temple.  The man began to jump and walk, praising God for healing; he had been crippled since birth & he was over 40 years old
6. Everyone knew who he was, so this miraculous healing affected the many who saw him~ they were filled with “wonder” and “amazement” at what had happened to him
II. HEALING HAS BEEN PAID FOR ON THE CROSS
A. “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth”….we have been given legal right to use Jesus’ name in confronting sickness and Satan
B. Upon the shed blood of Jesus rests every aspect of your covenant with God.  Every promise, every provision, every blessing, every “right” in God’s Word is yours through the blood of Jesus
C. Jesus’ blood is so priceless that we, those who have been purchased by it, are of great value to the Father.  So, when you pray, plead the blood of Jesus; heaven pays attention because the blood was very expensive.  Stand in faith what the blood of Jesus purchased for you.  
1. Healing provided by His blood:  Romans 8:11, I Peter 2:24, Matthew 8:16-17, Galations 3;13
D. We pray “Your Kingdom come, Your will be done…”~ what is God’s Kingdom like?  No sickness, no sin, no sadness, no depression, no physical pain, etc.
E. In SALVATION comes:  deliverance, blessing, protection, victory, healing, provision and redemption
1. “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved,”  Acts 4:12
III. How do we position ourselves to receive a miracle of healing?
A. Ask all the time for healing; do not give up; do not relent
1. Luke 18:1 “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.” 
· God loves it when we cry out to Him.  He sees unrelenting prayer to be an expression of faith (I Thess. 5:17, “Pray continually”)
· He wants us to pursue Him
2. Matthew 7:7-8 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.”
B. Ask the “elders” (mature people) to pray for you

1. They will help you to refocus back to Jesus

2. James 5:14-15

3. Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit and you accept the work of the HS when you allow yourself to be anointed with oil

C. Change any harmful habits (eating/exercise/sleep)
1. I Corinthians 6:19-20 tells us that we are the temple of the Holy Spirit; we are carriers of the HS

2. We have to make a choice to live well so God can use us well into our older years

· Bible tells us we are to GO, so we need to be good stewards of our bodies

D. Confront the enemy~ YOU HAVE POWER OVER THE ENEMY….we have the authority in Jesus’ name
1. ALL sickness comes from the enemy (he is the source), however not all sickness is demonic

2. We live in a fallen world and as the world moves farther away from its beginning, the most corruption/disease will be present

3. We need to ask the Father:
· Have I opened any door to the enemy in any area that is causing this illness through disobedience? (Ex.:  Luke 13:10-13)

· Confess, then close that door

· Say, “Father, I cancel all assignments of the enemy in my life”

· Receive forgiveness

4. “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

E. Embrace every holy moment
1. When you are sick, take communion daily….this refocuses you onto Jesus; allows the holy moments of God’s presence 
IV. Positioning ourselves to receive a fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit
A. God has commanded it
1. Ephesians 5:18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
2. We need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit, this is not just a one time event.
B. To Worship God more fully
1. John 4:23-24 “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks.  God is Spirit, and His worshippers must worship in Spirit and in truth.”
C. To Increase the Fruit of the Holy Spirit
1. Galations 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.”
D. To Receive the Gifts of the Spirit
1.  I Corinthians 12 ~ Paul’s teaching on spiritual gifts
2. Romans 12~ Another list of gifts
3. I Peter 4:10~ “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.”
E. To Build Yourself Up and Be Refreshed
1. Jude 20 “But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.”
F. To Fulfill the Ministry God has for You
1. Acts 6:3 “Brothers, choose 7 men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.  We will turn this responsibility over to them.”
Things to keep in mind:  

*PRIMARY reason to be filled with the Holy Spirit is to hear God say, “You are my beloved daughter”, NOT to receive signs and wonders for service….

*GOD does things in His own time and way
1. Interview:  to determine the condition for which prayer is sought and if possible the cause.  If the cause is known, go to #3.  

· What is your name?

· How can I pray for you?

· How long have you had this condition?

· Do you know the cause?

2. Diagnosis:  The purpose is to determine the root cause of the sickness.  Possible roots:  an afflicting spirit; sickness rooted in the soul; natural causes such as accident, injury, disease

· Do you have a doctor’s diagnosis?

· Did someone cause this condition?  Have you forgiven him/her?  **You may need to lead the person through forgiveness**

· Did any significant or traumatic event happen to you when this condition started?

· Depend on the Holy Spirit:  Ask Him to quietly show you about the condition or the cause

3. Prayer selection:  

· Petition:  “Father, in Jesus’ name I ask You to heal ____________________ (be specific).”

· Command:  “In the name of Jesus I command ________________________to leave.”

· Use commands when 1) breaking a curse or vow, 2) casting out an afflicting spirit, 3) you have used petition prayers and progress has stopped, 4) you are led by the Holy Spirit, 5) a word of knowledge or other circumstances indicates that God wants to heal the person immediately.

4. Prayer ministry:  

· Audibly ask the Holy Spirit to be present with His guidance and His healing power.

· Ask the person not to pray, but instead, to close his eyes and focus on his body; a time to receive

· Ask him to interrupt you if he feels something (heat, electricity, trembling, etc)

· If indicated, have the person confess any sin (unforgiveness, anger, etc) and pray for the person’s emotional healing before praying for physical healing

· TIPS:  keep your eyes open, follow any leading by the Holy Spirit, use your normal tone of voice, use short/specific prayers, be loving, always pray in Jesus’ name, don’t preach or give advice, pray for symptoms and cause (if the cause is known), ask “what is going on?”, thank God for what He is doing

· Stop praying when: 

· The person is healed or wants to stop

· The Holy Spirit tells you to stop

· You are gaining no ground and receive no other way to pray

5. Post-Prayer suggestions:  After praying, it is beneficial to give helpful instructions or exhortation.

· Encourage them from scripture

· Share appropriate lifestyle changes for maintaining healing

· If someone is not healed or only partial, thank God for what He has begun and encourage the prayee to continue to ask for complete healing

The Well Ministry:  www.gatheratthewell.com

