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	Acts  2



Acts 2:  A Fresh Upper Room Outpouring

I. The Day of Pentecost (50 days after Passover) ~ Acts 2:1-4
A. They were all together (120 believers) in 1 place

1. Expresses the idea of unity & purpose; one heart/one mind

2. Mutual consent; being in agreement
B. The Upper Room became a sanctuary or temple for the pouring out of God’s Spirit (God can show up anywhere & release His power)

1. The church is birthed here in this Upper Room~ the Wind and Fire of the Spirit of God is the birthing agent for the church
2. The manifestation of the Holy Spirit

a. SOUND (they hear) ~ “like the blowing of a violent wind…”

· Wind represents:  breath of God & is a symbol of prayer

b. SAW (they see) ~ “tongues of fire that separated and came to rest…”

· Fire represents:  refining; consuming; holiness; passion; purifying agent; symbol of God’s presence

c. SPEAK (new tongues) ~”speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them”
· These were Galileans (simple, uneducated people)

· The various tongues caught the attention of the Jewish gathering from every nation (verses 5-11); these men are “amazed {to be beside oneself; stunned} and perplexed {to be in wonder}”; they did not understand what was going on!

· The various nations mentioned were those that encompassed the entire Roman world

d. Jesus’ words prophesied over the 120 just a few days earlier had its beginning of fulfillment here in the Upper Room:

· “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8)

· Men from all over the world were gathered in Jerusalem

e. The Holy Spirit’s power will provide (all of which was demonstrated on that first day of Pentecost):
· Supernatural spiritual ability~ This dunamis power enables you to supernaturally exceed your human gifting and abilities

· Supernatural spiritual strength~ This dunamis power provides the supernatural strength needed to persevere and stand strong, creating a dynamo to be reckoned with!

· Supernatural spiritual authority~ This dunamis power delivers the unrelenting backbone needed to withstand critics and the spiritual right to back up what you preach with demonstrations of the Holy Ghost’s power in signs and wonders
C. Question:  Have you experienced the day of Pentecost in your life?  

1. Anywhere/anytime you can invite the Holy Spirit to fill you.  Tell Him you want to be filled to the fullness of His Spirit.

2. We want to be continually asking for a fresh filling of His Holy Spirit

II. History lesson ( of Pentecost

A.  “This account is interesting considering the background of Pentecost.  To the traditional Jewish community it has always been a day of thanking God for the early harvest, trusting in a latter harvest.  What was understood in the physical realm of the Torah was made manifest in the spiritual realm of New Covenant Times.  The early fruits have come in, the implicit promise of the latter harvest to come.”  (p. 55) God’s Appointed Times
1. Old Testament (Torah):  Leviticus 23:15-21 gives us the Pentecost celebration of this day of thanking God for the early harvest/first fruits.
B. The theme of Pentecost is REVIVAL

1. Israel was called to praise God for the 1st fruits of the ground….knowing that these early fruits assured the latter harvest

2. The first fruits of believers at Pentecost assures us of revival in the latter day harvest to come
C. Passover speaks to redemption (the gathering of the Jews from every nation in Jerusalem came to celebrate Passover~ remembering the deliverance and redemption from Egypt)  AND Pentecost speaks to revival
III. What does this mean? (vs. 12)

A. All of us have to answer this question…when we are confronted by the wonders of God and the Truth of the Gospel, we must ask ourselves, “what does this mean?”

1. This was a kairos moment for those Jews
· Kairos time is pregnant with meaning….something is to be born; a weightiness with the moment. The New Testament and Old Testament describes such a moment in time as a “kairos” moment. At the time of Jesus, there were two common words to denote time in the ancient Greek language: kairos and chronos. Kairos is used to highlight an extremely significant event in time, while chronos, from which the world chronology is related, describes a span of time.
B. There are 3 ways to respond to that question:  What does this mean?

1. Rationalize away the supernatural experience with a “natural” explanation:

· The natural mind cannot perceive the Supernatural acts of God

· Peter explains what God is doing in the “last days” (vs. 17-21); He was speaking to fellow Jews who knew the book of Joel
2. Accuse & mock:
· “They’ve had too much wine”

· Vs. 29-32 Peter boldly proclaims (this is a forerunner anointing)
· Peter explains the Resurrection of Jesus which is prophesied in the OT, so the Jews should accept Jesus

3. Repent & Believe

· Vs. 37-41 People were cut to the heart

· Church is born!  
C. How do you answer that question:  What does this mean?  

IV. Christianity, the real thing (we can learn a lot from these men & women in the first church) birthed from the Upper Room Outpouring; uncomplicated; full of vigor; believing God is who He says He is & He will do what He says He will do
A. Seven keys for us (the Beloved; the Church) :  Verses 42-47
1. Study the Word

2. Fellowship “koinonia” (unity brought out by the Holy Spirit; an intimate bond of fellowship/community; a deep sense of spiritual unity with the Lord & others)

3. Prayer

4. Sharing together

5. Giving

6. Caring for others

7. Worship 

B. Let’s cry out together to ask for a new outpouring of His Holy Spirit so that we can become the CHURCH that we were meant to be.  It is from this fresh Upper Room Outpouring that will enable us to become the people who will TURN OUR WORLD UPSIDE DOWN.  
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