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Acts 10: Door of Faith is Opened to the Gentiles
I. Cornelius ( Read Acts 10:1-8)

A. 30 miles north of Joppa there is a centurion in the Italian Regiment (Roman guard), Cornelius

1. He is devoted to God

2. He gave regularly to the poor

3. He lived a holy life

4. He gave himself to the secret place of prayer 

B. Cornelius put his faith into action

C. He had a partial revelation and he lived in faith with the knowledge he had.  God reveals more revelation and Cornelius responds in faith 
D. Cornelius has a vision~ an angelic visitation during his prayer time (3 pm, which was the Jewish afternoon hour of prayer)

1. Angel calls him by name (heaven knows who he is) & tells Cornelius how his prayers and gifts to the poor have been noticed in heaven~ rising as an offering before the Lord 

*God notices our gifts/sacrifices; He doesn’t miss anything; they are a fragrant incense before Him*

· Memorial offering ~ Psalm 141:2 “May my prayer be set before you like incense; may the lifting of my hands be like the evening sacrifice,” ; 

· Memorial offering was a dedication of one’s service before the Lord (Leviticus 2:2, 9, 16); an offering made by fire  (did not include bloodshed, but was crushed grain, oil & incense) ~ an aroma pleasing to the Lord
E. Cornelius is told to send men to Joppa to get Peter 
1. Immediate obedience without full revelation; does not hesitate or ask for “proof”; he responds in faith
2. Cornelius was accustomed to giving & obeying orders

· He recognized that this angel had authority & power; power=might or ability and authority=freedom to act & the right to exercise power which can also be delegated

3. He probably didn’t know who Peter even was! (
Response:  How have I responded to the revelation I have received?  Do I put my faith into action?

II. Peter (Acts 10:9-23)

A. About noon the following day, Peter was on the roof praying

1. Secret place time with the Lord at noon (not a “required” Jewish prayer time, but a devout Jew would pray at noon)

2. God uses Peters hunger as a way to communicate an important truth

· God was already dealing with Peter’s prejudices (old law) because he was staying with Simon, the tanner who worked with dead animals, so he would’ve been unclean (according to Jewish law).  And a Jew would be unclean for touching a carcass, so certainly a “true” Jew would not stay in the house of one so unclean.

3. Vision~ Peter saw heaven open and a sheet with 4 corners let down to the earth with clean and unclean animals on it.  A voice told Peter, “Peter, get up.  Kill and eat.”  Peter says “No way Lord.” The voice speaks to him again saying, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”  This happened 3x, then the sheet was taken back to heaven.
· 4 corners represents the four corners of the earth~ north, south, east & west

· Unclean animals ~ God is forever breaking the barrier between the races & ethnic groups; shift is moving away from a religion of works (externals) to a relationship based on faith and heart attitudes and anyone is invited

· God distinguished clean and unclean animals as dietary health regulations (OT)~ to keep His people healthy and to set them apart from all other nations

· Jesus declared all foods clean when he walked in his earthly ministry (Mark 7:14-19 & Matthew 15:10-20
· 3x ~ why?  Peter denied Jesus 3x; Peter was restored by Jesus asking him 3x “do you love me?”; 3 is a number Peter knows as confirmation of truth~ God is speaking Peter’s language again!

Response:  God meets us where we are & tailors His message to us in such a way that fits our personality (just as He spoke to Peter with his hunger leading the way); God strips us of old mindsets and paradigms & He knows what will connect with our hearts; How do I respond when God reveals a new “level” of understanding to me?  Or how do I respond when God begins to strip off an old mindset or paradigm?
III. The intersection of Peter and Cornelius is a “Kairos” time (Acts 10:24-48)

A. Peter and the others arrive in Caesarea (Peter brought along brothers as witnesses)
B. Cornelius is expecting them and fell at Peter’s feet in reverence 

1. Cornelius has gathered friends and family to hear this man of God speak; they are hungry; they want what Peter has to say

2. Peter tells Cornelius, “Stand up.  I am only a man myself.”   ~ 

3. The ground is level at the foot of the cross (there is no rich/poor, Jew/Gentile, Slave/Free, Man/Woman, Adult, Child, Wise/Foolish)

C. Cornelius’ hunger for the things of God is shown by his expectation and his need:  “Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you  to tell us,” (vs 33).  

1. Cornelius recognizes the power and authority that Peter walks in 

2. They want what Peter has!

D. Peter begins by admitting this is quite unusual ( ; according to Jewish law (not necessarily OT, but Jewish custom), a Jew wouldn’t associate with a Gentile (a person of another race; all races were impure/unclean)
E. God is showing a new way; a new pattern; a new wineskin (Peter had to be emptied of the old before the new could be poured out)

1. Peter’s sermon about Jesus

2. “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message,”  (vs 44).
· These men & women had ears to hear

· Expectant hearts to receive

· There is power in the Words~ Jesus is the Living, Active Word

· Hebrews 11:6 “Anyone who comes to God must believe that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” Expectation!!!!!

3. “The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.  For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God,” vs 45-46.
· Upper room outpouring~ again and this time the Jews are astonished  
· Holy Spirit is poured out!

F. Cornelius’ life is one that Jesus wanted to reproduce in the nations

1. Cornelius became a catalyst for the redemption of all nations

2. Cornelius and his family were filled with the Holy Spirit and they were the first fruits of the Gentile believers

Response:  What do you expect when you get in the presence of the Lord?  Do you seek Him out?  Are you hungry for more of Him?  What is it that God is birthing in you that will spread to the four corners of your sphere?
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